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Charges of 
selling 
land to 
Jews turns 
deadly 

By Barton GeDman 
ETN YABROUD, West 
Bank—Haiti Abu Sarah, 48, ! 
a small-time building con¬ 
tractor here, set off for a 
business meeting Saturday 
and did not return. His body 
turned up in an olive grove, 
finished off with a gunshot 
in the ear. 

On Monday, Palestinian 
news reports linked the kill¬ 
ing to suspicions that Abu 
Sarah once helped sell Arab 
land to Jews, an act that has 
long smacked of heresy and 
treason in the struggle 
between dueling national 
claims. 

It was the second time this 
month a man has died in the 
shadow of a charge of selling 
land to Jews. 

Israel's Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu, speak- 
; ing to reporters in parliament 
> Monday, described the kill¬ 
ings as “ghastly, monstrous." 

: He said Abu Sarah's shoot¬ 
ing. along with another on 
May 9. was “apparently at 
the behest of the Palestinian 
Authority." 

Neither he nor aides pro¬ 
vided support for that charge, 
and Israeli police and 
defense spokesmen said they 
have no evidence to bade it 

A closer look at Abu 
Sarah's life and death left it 
doubtful he ever sold land to 
Jews, or lost his life because 
someone thought he had. 

Neighbors. Palestinian 
police, the local mosque 
preacher and two sons 
mourning in the shade of a 
fig tree offered an abundance 
of alternate explanations in 
Abu Sarah's tangled per¬ 
sonal hi story, including busi¬ 
ness disputes, allegations of 
infidelity to his two wives 
and a role in a previously 
murderous family feud. 

But there is little doubt 
about the return of a lethal 
argument over land sales in 
the context of what US 
ambassador Martin Indyk 
described over the weekend 
as a “broken down" effort to 
reach a negotiated peace 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

A staple of the intifada, 
the 1987-93 uprising against 
Israeli military occupation, 
and a recurring theme since 
the century began, the issue 
had largely been dormant 
since the first Israeli- 
Paleslinian accord of 1993. 

Continued on page 2 


Journalists united in their 
rejection of new press law 

JPA ready to take government to court, but opts to 
engage in quiet dialogue for now 


By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
After more than four years of 
tension between successive 
governments and the Arabic 
weekly press, the government 
of Dr Abdel Sal am Majali has 
finally carried out what previ¬ 
ous government had threatened 
to do but never did: amend the 
Press and Publication Law. 
Until last week the government 
could only file legal suits 
against newspapers. But under 
the amended law, the govern¬ 
ment has rearmed itself again 
with painful and sometimes 
lethal weapons, from back¬ 
breaking fines to actual abroga¬ 
tion of licences. 

Since the Press and Publica¬ 
tion Law was passed by parlia¬ 
ment in 1993, the government 
filed 62 legal cases against edi¬ 
tors and their newspapers. Only 
four were against ihe dailies ' 
and the rest against weekly 
newspapers. It won some and 
lost many. 

But last Saturday, the gov¬ 
ernment got the Royal stamp of 
approval for amendments to the 
1993 Press and Publication 
Law. The new temporary law 
gives tiie government greater 
control over newspapers and 
the other 542 publications in 
the country. (See page 2). 

The Jordan Press Associa¬ 
tion (JPA) and all professional 
unions and opposition parties 
rejected the government’s sur¬ 
prising move and accused it of 
exploiting the absence of Par¬ 
liament to dramatically impose 
restrictions on the press. 

The new law sparked wide¬ 
spread reaction especially from 
the professional sectors in Jor¬ 
dan. Opponents accused the 
government of muzzling the 
press and of retreating from the 
democratic path. 

The government's move fol¬ 
lowed harsh criticisms by His 
Majesty King Hussein of sensa¬ 
tional and irresponsible press. 
They were in turn being 
accused of undermining 
national stability, by publishing 
sensational stories that lack 
credibility and professionalism. 

Many experts admit that 
some weeklies have abused 
their freedom and violated the 
spirit of the law. Tabloids have 
frequently ran stories using 
fiery banner headlines on (heir 
front pages to attract readers' 
attention and more often than 
not published stories that 
lacked accuracy and credibility. 
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Closing ranks: JPA members ponder their next move 


However, many believe that 
the new law is a form of “col¬ 
lective punishment" against all 
the press in Jordan which will 
transform the country’s press 
into a mouthpiece for the 
government. 

“This is a conservative, tradi¬ 
tionalist society that is not 
accustomed to read such [sen¬ 
sational] material in its local 
newspapers," said Mr Mah¬ 
moud AI Sharif, a former min¬ 
ister of information. “Besides, 
some of these weeklies have 
actually smeared the image of 
Jordan abroad." 

Mr Sharif believes that the 
causes behind the new law are 
understandable, but “the way it 
was implemented is highly 
controversial,” adding that “in 
many aspects it is curbing the 
freedom of the press, of the 
mainstream press, of (he loyal 
patriotic press." He maintained 
that “you are punishing all the' 
press because of the deviation 
of the few. 

“The new amendments are 
too harsh for dealing with these 
deviations." Mr Sheri f pointed 
out. 

Article 24/B of the law now 
compels weekly newspapers to 
raise their capital from the 
present JD 15000 to a massive 
JD 300.000. They must comply 
with the law within three 
months or face closure. Such a 
provision is considered by 
many observers as a form of 
collective punishment that 
reduces the “good" press to the 


level of tiie bad. 

“It means you are driving all 
the weeklies out of the market 
Nobody can pay this amount, if 
that is the intention I think it is 
wrong,” Mr Sharif said. “Take 
for example The Star itself, 
which is a very useful maga¬ 
zine that carries news about 
Jordan abroad. The Star is 
doing the job of the embas¬ 
sies." The former minister said 
that it shouldn't be punished 
like the rest of the sensational 
newspapers. 

The press body criticized the 
law for setting high fines on 
journalists for “ambiguous 
offences" which is leaving it to 
the executive branch to 
interpret. 

“This will serve as a perma¬ 
nent threat to journalists in car¬ 
rying out their duties. They are 
now terrorized by this new 
law." said Mr Sharif. 

Legal experts have also 
accused the new law of heing 
unconstitutional This law vio¬ 
lates article 94/1 of the Consti¬ 
tution." Jordan’s Lawyers 
Association President Hussein 
Mjalli said. 

The Constitution states that a 
temporary law may only be 
passed in specific cases "cover¬ 
ing matters which require nec¬ 
essary measures which admit of 
no delay or which necessitates 
expenditures incapable of 
postponement." 

Mr Mjalli believes that their 
was no urgency behind issuing 
the new law and that the gov- 


Queen Margrethe a Danish delight 


By Dean E. Murphy 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark— 
Danish Queen Margrethe II 
set sail last week for a cruise 
through her crannied Nordic 
kingdom. But Danes don't ex¬ 
pect to hear much about the 
weeklong royal outing. The 
queen, you see. is rarely big 
news box:. 

As head of one of the 
world's oldest reigning mon¬ 
archies—dating back 52 sove¬ 
reigns to Viking ruler Gorm 
the Old in 
the 10th 

Wort 

ries impec- p. 

Repo 

She lives in 
a Rococo 

palace in the heart of the capi¬ 
tal. Copenhagen, spends sum¬ 
mer holidays at a chateau in 
prance and serves as the titu¬ 
lar head of the Danish state. 


But as Queen Margrethe 
celebrates her 25th jubilee 
this year. Danes say she is 
most revered for what she is 
not. 

“She is not Queen Eliza¬ 
beth." said sales clerk Nina 
Korsholm, speaking of the 
monarch's higher profile rela¬ 
tion across the North Sea. 
“We like it that way. She is 
one of us. She’s not someone 
who acts superior or de¬ 
tached”. 

_ So ordinary can 

be Queen Mar- 
hlJE g grethe that she 
sometimes does her 
own shopping, 
traipsing home to 

r + Am alien bo rg Palace 
L with purchases un¬ 
der her arm. She is 
an accomplished 
artist who has been 
known to work for her sti¬ 
pend, designing sets at the 
Royal Theater, illustrating 
works by JJR-R. Tolkien and 


translating a book by French 
philosopher Simone de Beau¬ 
voir. 

The no-nonsense monarch 
offers no apologies for the 
cigarette that dangles perpetu¬ 
ally from her lip. and her an¬ 
nual New Year's address typi¬ 
cally includes a blunt 
admonishment of her 5.2 mil¬ 
lion subjects—most recently, 
for the country’s growing in¬ 
tolerance of immigrants. 

“She is one of those rare 
people who is able to speak to 
the conscience of a nation," 
said Hans Jorgen Nielsen, a 
political scientist az Copen¬ 
hagen University. “Even the 
left-wing (anti-monarchists) 
listen to her. She has consis¬ 
tently enjoyed a favorable rat¬ 
ing of SO percent to 90 per¬ 
cent" 

The festivities marking her 
silver anniversary—a mile¬ 
stone similar to one . that 
lurched the. British royal 


house into a public tizzy in 
1977—have been adoring but 
restrained. There has been a 
state banquet in Parliament, a 
ceremonial carriage tour of 
the capital and a special per¬ 
formance of the Royal Ballet. 

Last week’s royal cruise is 
one of several official outings 
planned in Denmark and its 
possessions, including Green¬ 
land and the Faroe Islands. 

But tourist shops in Copen¬ 
hagen report that jubilee and 
other royal souvenirs are a 
hand sell, especially when 
compared with trinkets de¬ 
picting this city's legendary 
mermaid or renowned story¬ 
teller. Hans Christian Ander¬ 
sen. 

Danish royal watchers say 
the low-key relationship be¬ 
tween ruler and ruled has 
helped build the monarchy's 
popularity. There is an un¬ 
spoken axiom in Denmark 
that the six members of the 
royal family do not abuse 


their privileges, and. in ex¬ 
change, the public keeps a re¬ 
spectful distance. 

In the most notable exam¬ 
ple, royal watchers say, it is 
well-known that- Crown 
Prince Frederik, 28, invites 
girlfriends to spend the night 
at the royal residence. But he 
does not flaunt such trysts, 
nor are they typically noted 
outside gossip columns. 

“We all think be has a right 
to live his own life mid meet 
the girls he wants to meet. 
We treat the royal family as a 
normal family—we couldn't 
have it any other way in Den¬ 
mark.” said Annelise Wei- 
mann of Billed Bladet. a 
weekly magazine. 

That is not to say Danes are 
indifferent about their monar¬ 
chy. 

Several months ago, a 
Swedish newspaper journalist 
scolded Queen Margrethe for 

Continued on page3 
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Turning Aqaba into a free zone 
could prove an expensive task , 
experts argue 


emmem could have waited 
until parliament convenes. 

He added that even if the 
new law requires "necessary 
measures” the Constitution 
stated in article 82/1 that the 
King may wherever necessary 
summon Parliament to meet in 
an extraordinary session for an 
unspecified period for the pur¬ 
pose of deciding matters to be 
specified in the Royal Decree 
when the summons are issued. 

“Accordingly this law is 
invalid and violates the Consti¬ 
tution," Mjalli added. 

Lawyer Saleem AJ Zo'bi 
who participated in drawing the 
Press and Publication Law in 
1993. agreed with Mjalli’s 
legal view. He expressed his 
concern about the phenomenon 
of temporary laws that succes¬ 
sive governments have imple¬ 
mented in the past. He believes 
that “such actions are depleting 
the authority of the legislative 
branch/’ 

Mr Sharif reiterated his call 
for forming a Higher Press 
Council which is composed of 
influential people that will con¬ 
trol “deviations and anti-social 
behavior," within the press 
body and assume that role so 
that it will not be filled by the 
“executive branch of 
government/' 

Meanwhile, the JPA has con¬ 
tained a minor crisis among its 
council members who have now 
agreed ro suspend their resigna¬ 
tions. JPA President Saif A1 

Continued on page 2 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
THE MAIN focus of the gov¬ 
ernment’s economic agenda 
during last week’s meetings 
of the ministerial develop¬ 
ment committee was given to 
plans being disclosed to trans¬ 
form Aqaba into a free trade 
zone and link the Dead Sea 
with the Red Sea. Official fig¬ 
ures estimate the total costs 
of the two - projects az 
$7million. 

During a press conference 
earlier last week, Jawad A1 
Anani, deputy prime minister 
for development and minister 
of state for prime ministry 
affairs, told journalists that "I 
believe that transforming 
Aqaba into a free zone will be 
of a great benefit to Jordan*” 
and added Thar this was an old 
project that 1ms been widely 
discussed by former govern¬ 
ments. However Dr AI Anani, 
stressed that the project has 
now been finally approved 
and will take its way towards 
implementation. 

According to Anani the 
Aqaba project which costs $3 
million, provides the infra¬ 
structure needed for a free 
trade zone including railways, 
touristc and industrial areas, 
water, electricity, environ¬ 
ment projects and a replan¬ 
ning of the city. This project 
will take nine years to be exe¬ 


cuted, with the aim of making 
Aqaba a promising invest¬ 
ments zone , for the whole 
region. 

However, the viewpoint of 
Dr Fahd A1 Fanek, a promi¬ 
nent economist is completely 
different. “The project is too 
big for Jordan,” he told The 
Star. .... 

He added that estimates fbr 
such projects (die Aqaba free 
zone and the two seas’ canal 
linking the Red Sea and the 
Dead Sea) are exaggerated 
and are not based on accurate 
feasibility studies, A! Fanek 
said. 

Ahmed AI Nimri, an eco¬ 
nomic analyst, agrees with AI 
Fanek. He added that our eco¬ 
nomic performance is below 
expectations now and that 
with the present philosophy 
towards liberalizing prices we 
should not be focusTng our 
attention on impractical pro¬ 
jects that need huge 
financing. 

“Aqaba is already a semi- 
free zone where we can attract 
investments and encourage 
the exchange, and re-export of 
goods/’ AI -Nimri told The 
Star. This can be achieved 
without speaking about a free 
zone that costs -billions of 
dollars." 

Dr AI Fanek believes tak¬ 
ing on such projects will eas¬ 
ily double Jordan’s foreign 


debts,* currently fixed at 
around S6 billion. He wonders 
how Jordan will be able tn 
service an additional increase 
in debts. 

But, Dr AI Anani said that 
by 1998, Jordan would not 
need to follow an economic 
restructuring program. This 
means that by that time Jor¬ 
dan would have been able to 
reach a state where it will he 
fully capable of managing its 
economy on sound basis and 
become a more competitive 
society. Dr AI Anani said. 
This means it will be easier to 
arrange for the finance of 
these big projects through 
loans and outside aids. 

He also added that Jordan 
had managed to reduce its 
budget deficit to the gross 
domestic output (GDP) and 
-increased its exports and 
moved on successfully 
towards an effective privatiza¬ 
tion strategy to give a leading 
role to the private sector. In 
addition the country has a sat¬ 
isfactory reserve of foreign 
currencies, 

A three-year agreement was 
concluded in 1994 between 
Jordan and the Paris Club of 
creditors to reschedule Jorda¬ 
nian debts that are worth 51.2 
hillion. These debts were due 
next June, but according to 

Continued on page 2 


Military prosecutor charges 
Dakamseh with premeditated murder 


AMMAN (Star)—The gen¬ 
eral military prosecutor has 
formally indicted private 
Ahmad Mousa Dakamseh, 26, 
and charged him with pre¬ 
meditated murder under the 
Penal Code. The indictment 
sheet consisted of three other 
charges including attempted 
murder and disobeying mili¬ 
tary orders. 

Dakamseh, a resident of 
Ibder village near Irbid, has 
been in military custody ever 
since he was. arrested follow¬ 
ing a bloody attack on Israeli 
school girls on 13 March in 
the Baqoura area which left 
seven dead and. as many 
injured. 

Dakamseh was serving as a 
driver of a military vehicle in 
the Jordan Valley area when 
the attack took place. He is 
now accused of planning and 
carrying out the attack on his 
own. 

According to the indict¬ 
ment sheet, Dakamseh had 
planned to kill Israelis as far 
back as 1993, when he was 
transferred to the Jordan Val¬ 
ley area to serve there. Bur he 
was never able to execute a 
plan to cross the Jordan River 
and attack Israeli patrols. 

When he was relocated to 
Baqoura, he decided to attack 
visiting Israeli tourists who 
frequented that area, the-' 
indidtinent sheet said. 

It added that he planned to 
gun down Israelis visiting the 
Baqoura area early in-March 
and almost carried out. his 
scheme on 7 March. 

On the night of 12-March' 
he was-on duty and refused to 
be. substituted .on the marring^, 
of 13 March but took -Jeave 
for one hour mid returned 
with a.gun and seven loaded 
magazines. 

- At.about 10 ten. a bus car¬ 
rying Israeli, children arrived . 
and remained; there for .15 ’ 
minutes.. According . to the. . 


military prosecutor, -Dakam¬ 
seh did not carry out his 
attack, because of the-young 
age of the children. 

Later on another bus 
arrived carrying about 50 
Israeli schoolgirls, aged 
between 12 and 14. who dis¬ 
embarked not very far from 
where the military vehicle 
was standing. He allegedly 
made sexual remarks about 
one of the girls and asked a 
sergeant who was with him in 
the car to leave him alone for 


a while. He then loaded his 
gun'teid moved to about 30 
meters from the girls and 
began shooting indiscrimi¬ 
nately at their backs killing 
and injuring several of them. 

The prosecutor said 
Dakamseh changed magazines 
several times and continued 
shooting and advancing until 
be was five meters away from 
his victims. Members of his 
unit tried to restrain him but 

Continued on page 2 
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Restrictions on press freedom 
do not stop with new law 

Other laws such as the Penal Code exist to curb freedom of expression 


AMMAN (Star)—Amendments 
lo the 1993 Press and Publica¬ 
tion [temporary] Law were rati¬ 
fied by a Royal Decree, last Sat¬ 
urday. 

Article 24/A orders daily 
newspapers to increase capital 
from JD 50,000 to JD 600.000. 
Section B of same article or¬ 
ders other publications and 
weeklies to increase their capi¬ 
tal from JD 15000 to JD 
300,000. Both must do so with¬ 
in three months. 

Article J3/B requires chief 
editors to have at least 10 years 
experience. 

Amendments ended the dai¬ 
lies hope of reducing govern¬ 
ment control. They cancelled 
the article to divest the govern¬ 
ment of its equity in Ad Dus- 
lour and Al Ra T. 

The new law allows the gov¬ 
ernment to maintain, through 
the Social Security Corp., and 
the Jordan Investment Corp, a 
controlling interest of 62 per¬ 
cent in At Ra 'i and 32 percent 
equity in Ad Dustour. 

Law now cancels imprison¬ 
ment for violations. Article 50/ 
H gives courts the right to 
cease any newspaper that is ' 
convicted of violating Articles 
40 and 42. and gives [Informa 


tionj minister the right to allow 
the republication after paying 
the fines. 

Fines and offences under 
Articles 40 and 42 (publishing 
of pending court proceedings) 
which originally did not exceed 
JD 1000, and fines for offences 
under Article 44 did not exceed 
JD 6000. 

Amendments concerning 
these articles now have a mini¬ 
mum fine of JD 15000 and a 
maximum of JD 25.000. 

Article 40 of the Press and 
Publications Law forbids publi¬ 
cation of news, views, opin¬ 
ions, analysis, information, 
reports, caricatures, photos or 
any sort that disparages any of 
the followings: 

■ Which offends the King 
and the Royal Family; 

■ Information about the Jor¬ 
danian Armed Forces and 
security forces, unless it is per¬ 
mitted either by the concerned 
authority or by a government 
official; 

■ Materials which show 
contempt for any religion rec¬ 
ognized by the Constitution; 

■ Articles which damage 
national unity, or encourage 
rancor, or foment hatred, dis¬ 
cord and disharmony among 


members of society; 

■ Government documents of 
a confidential nature; 

■ Minutes of dosed sessions 
of Parliament; 

■ Information which is 
intended to shake confidence in 
the national currency; 

■ Information which con¬ 
tains a personal insult to the 
Heads of State of Arab, Islamic 
or friendly countries or that 
harms Jordanian relations with 
other countries; 

■ Which offend the dignity 
or personal freedoms of indi¬ 
viduals or damage their 
reputation; 

■ Which are contrary to 
public morals and ethics; 

■ Which includes false news 
or rumors that offends public 
interests or state departments. 

Other laws that restrict the 
freedom of the press: 

Penal Code restrictions on 
press freedom 

The Penal Code contains 
additional provisions which 
restrict freedom of expression 
and carry harsh penalties. 

■ External Security of the 
State. 

Article 118 of the Code pro¬ 
tects the external security of the 


state by punishing with impris¬ 
onment for at least five years, 
“anyone who. by writing or 
speech not authorized by the 
government, exposes the King¬ 
dom to the danger of hostile 
actions, disturbs its relations 
with foreign states, or exposes 
Jordanians to physical or mate¬ 
rial retaliation.” "Anyone who 
provokes incitement within the 
Kingdom, or any Jordanian 
who provokes incitement inside 
or outside the Kingdom by 
writing or speech may be sen¬ 
tenced to a prison term not 
exceeding two years and a fine 
of no more than JD 30" (Article 
122). The definition of incite¬ 
ment includes humiliation of a 
foreign country, its dignity, its 
flag, or its national anthem. 
Article 122 also prohibits the 
insult or humiliation of a head 
of state, its ministers, or its 
political representatives in the 
Kingdom and specifies that 
truth is not a defence to charges 
under this provision. 

■ Dissemination of false 
news. 

The deliberate dissemination 
of false or exaggerated infor¬ 
mation outside the country 
which attacks state dignity may 
be punished with a prison sen¬ 


tence of not less than six 
months and a fine of nol more 
lhan JD 50. If the false or exag¬ 
gerated news concerns the 
King, his successor, or the 
guardian of the throne, he or 
she may be sentenced to no 
less than one years imprison¬ 
ment f Article 132). 

■ Defamation. Innuendo 
and Affronts against Public 
Officials. 

The Penal Code defines def¬ 
amation as “the imputation of a 
specific fault to a person, in a 
sceptical or interrogative man¬ 
ner. in such a way as to detract 
from his honour and dignity or 
expose him to hatred and con¬ 
tempt. regardless of whether 
the said fault constitutes a pun¬ 
ishable offence" (Article 188). 
Innuendo is defined as an 
“attack on the dignity, honour 
or standing of another person, 
in a sceptical or interrogative 
manner, without specifying a 
particular fault" (article 189). 
An affront is “any contemptu¬ 
ous insinuation or invective, 
other than defamation and 
innuendo, which is directed 
against the victim by word of 
mouth in his presence, by way 
of abuse, in writing or graphic 
form that is not made public, in 


Turning Aqaba into a free zone could 
prove an expensive task, experts argue 


Continued from page 1 

the agreement repayment was 
delayed to June 2000. 

Lately, the United States 
had disclosed that it plans to 
offer loans to Jordan worth 
$100 million, however no fur¬ 
ther details were available on 
the utilization of these loans. 

Since the last Amman Eco¬ 
nomic Summit (MENA), Jor¬ 
danians have been anticipat¬ 
ing concrete steps to cany out 
some of the big infrastructural 
projects that were discussed. 
Bui until last week none of 


the projects was 
implemented. 

The head of the Aqaba 
municipality. Dr Riyadh Al 
Hilu described the decision to 
transform Aqaba into a free 
zone as positive. However, he 
added that this puts us in real 
competition with neighboring 
countries in the fields of 
transport, tourism and invest¬ 
ments. “We should be strong 
and qualified enough to face 
such a competition,” he said. 

He added that to develop 
Aqaba along the lines of the 
free zones of Port Said in 
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Egypt and Jebel Ali in Dubai 
requires careful and serious 
planning, bearing in mind the 
various economic, geographic 
and demographic aspects. 
“This means that a sound 
infrastructure should be there 
and investors have to be pro¬ 
vided with all facilities and 
incentives .to choose Aqaba as 
a center for their business and 
trade.” Al Hiiu said. 

The transformation of 
Aqaba into a free zone is an 
ambitious project that will 
certainly encourage industrial 
exports, create employment 
opportunities, reduce pressure 
on the balance of payment, 
help transfer advanced tech¬ 
nology. and revive the 
national economy. The pro¬ 
ject should boost the tourism 
sector, attract foreign invest¬ 
ments and facilitate regional 
cooperation in various fields 
of development. 

However, financing this 
huge project remains the 
problem. ■ 


Military prosecutor charges 
Dakamseh with 
premeditated murder 


Continued from page 1 

he allegedly threatened them 
with his gun and proceeded to 
shoot at the girls until his gun 
jammed and his colleagues 
were able to control him. He 
was taken to a control rower 
but while members of the unit 
were busy evacuating the vic¬ 
tims he managed to escape 
and commandeered a military 
vehicle and headed for the 
attack site and tried to run 
down on Israeli man who was 
injured in his leg. He was 
finally restrained. 

Now that the indictment 
sheet has been presented, a 
trial date will be set. expected 
to take place as soon as next 
week. If convicted Dakamseh 
faces the death penalty. His 
lawyer Ahmad Najdawi has 
asked Arab lawyers to join 
him in the defense of his 
client. The defense will insist 
that this was not premeditated 


and will try to prove that 
Dakamseh had not planned 
the attack but was probably 
provoked by his victims and 
acted at the spur of the 
momenL ■ 


a telegraphic or telephone com¬ 
munication or by callous treat¬ 
ment.” (Article 190). 

Public officials are entitled 
to enhanced protection under 
the Code. Defamation is “pun¬ 
ishable by imprisonment for a 
term of three months to two 
years if it is directed against 
the National Assembly (Parlia¬ 
ment) or its members in die 
course of tbeir work, or if it is 
directed against an official 
body, a court of law, a public 
institution, the army or any 
public servant in the discharge 
of his functions or as a result of 
action taken by virtue thereof' 
(Article 19). Innuendo is ‘'pun¬ 
ishable by imprisonment for a 
terra of one to six months or a 
fine of JD 10-50 if it is directed 
against any of the bodies or 
persons mentioned in Article 
191” (Article 193). Affront is 
“punishable by imprisonment, 
for a term of two weeks to six 
months and/or a fine of JD 5- 
30 if it is directed against a 
public servant in tbe discharge 
of his functions or as a result of 
action taken in his official 
capacity. 

If the public servant is a per¬ 
son “vested with public author¬ 
ity,” the penaity is enhanced 
and the perpetrator may be 
imprisoned for up to one year 
(Article 196). 

The Law on State Secrets 
and Classified Documents 

The Law on State Secrets 
and Classified Documents pro¬ 
hibits civil servants from mak¬ 
ing public any classified infor¬ 
mation under four catego ri es: 
“ordinary.” “restricted,” 
“secret” and “top secret,”! 


Charges of selling land 



The M anag ement and Staff of 

MUNIR SUKMTIAN 


Extend their heartfelt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

EMg Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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The Management and Staff of 

Aismaea 

SMppkg & Transport 

Extend their heartfelt congratulations to 
His Majesty 


3 

on the happy occasion of 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 




Royal Automobile 
C2ub of Jordan 


Presents its warmest 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hssssem 

on the happy occasion of 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 


Continued from page 1 

From the earliest days of 
Zionism, when Jews and Arabs 
began their contest for the lands 
of Palestine, both sides infused 
private ownership of land with 
geligious resonance and implica¬ 
tions of national sovereignty. 
Zionist purchases were known 
as "redeeming the land” and 
"there was a consensus that land, 
once bought, should not pass 
from Jewish to Arab hands.” 
said Anita Shapira. professor of 
Zionism at Tel Aviv University. 

Better organized and 
financed, ultimately triumphant 
in founding their state, the Zion¬ 
ists devised formal and informal 
mechanisms to prevent Arabs 
from acquiring Jewish land that 
persist today. 

Palestinians, the weaker party, 
turned to violence. A 1994 study 
of Palestinian slayings of collab¬ 
orators with Israel by the human 
rights group B’tselem found that 
land dealers were thought to be 
“the worst type." “heretics and 
religious rebels.” 

The return of the issue in Pal¬ 
estinian debate began with the 
groundbreaking in March for a 
new Jewish neighborhood in 
East Jerusalem on land bought 
years ago from Arabs by Jews. 
Another factor was a series of 
covert land deals by extremist 
Jewish groups, culminating in 
the expansion this month of the 
Merkaz Harav yeshiva—a mes¬ 
sianic bulwark of the settler 


movement whose patron advo¬ 
cates expulsion of Arabs from 
the West Bank—on East Jerusa¬ 
lem's Mount of Olives. 

The Palestinian cabinet, meet¬ 
ing May 2, directed * judicial and 
security circles” to bait such land 
sales. Three days later. Justice 
Minister Freih Abu Medein said 
the self-rule authority would put 
"anyone who sells even a centi¬ 
meter on swift trial and ... seek 
the death penalty against them.” 
He spoke approvingly of occa¬ 
sions in the intifada when “peo¬ 
ple who sold land to Israelis 
were shot as traitors.” 

That is approximately what 
appeared to happen next. Farid 
Bashiti, 70, an East Jerusalem 
land dealer widely reputed to be 
a broker for Jewish land pur¬ 
chases from Arabs, was found 
bludgeoned to death on May 9 in 
Palestinian-ruled Ramailah, his 
hands bound behind him. Israeli 
police alleged he was luted there 
by a young woman working for 
the Palestinian Authority and 
killed by Palestinian police law¬ 
yer Nasser Anani, both of whom 
are in Israeli custody with their 
cases under seal, a common 
Israeli practice. 

After BashitTs body was 
found. Abu Medein continued to 
make what Human Rights 
Watch/Middle East, in a letter to 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
described as “outrageous state¬ 
ments” that appeared to condone 
“outright murder” of land 
dealers. 
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JORDAN PHOSPHATE 
MINES CO. LTD 


INVITATION 

for 

Pre-qualification of Vendors for 
Corporate Planning and Computerization Project 
Tender No. 23F/97 

Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. Ltd. (JPMC) invites local 
and/or International companies specialized in the com¬ 
puter industry to apply for Pre-qualification to imple¬ 
ment the Corporate Planning and Computerization 
Project at JPMC Head Quarters and all other Sites. 
Application for Pre-qualification will be considered 
only for specialized computer companies, which are 
suitably qualified for this type of work and with high 
knowledge in Management Information System 
(MAS.). 

Tbe Pre-qualification document submitted shall in¬ 
clude details of experience and past performances on 
similar projects, the capability of tbe vendor and with 
respect to personnel and financial position. 

Application for Pre-qualification will be issued against 
non-re fundable payment of JD300 and will be availa¬ 
ble at JPMC Head Quarters / Supply Department 
The closing date for purchasing the Pre-qualification 
document is 12:00 HRS local time Thursday the 5th of 
June 1997. 

A presentation will be conducted at JPMC Head Quar¬ 
ters in Amman at 10:00 HRS Local Time Monday the 
9th of June 1997, to answer all queries regarding the 
Pre-qualification document 
Tbe closing date for submission of applications is 
12:00 HRS Local time Thursday 26th of June 1997. 

Sameh Madam 
Managing Director 


JORDANIAN JOURNALISTS have rejected the ne«Lpress 

and publication law passed ALSonS 

eartierthis week. Tbe council of the Press Asw^onm* 
submitted its resignation, but later suspended It. to protest , 
and the heads of other professional unions 
ened to resign en masse by Saanday jf tbe government does- 
not withdraw its controversial law. the 

Opposition parties Have also come out w 

anStoous introduced by the govonmaK othe I9« law, 
Which until last week, was seen as the most liberal 
in the Arab world and an indication of Jordan s Vibrant dem - 
ocratic process introduced in the early 1990s. v 
Apart from the numerous flaws in tbe. new law, . whu * Jj® 
seen as a major setback to freedom Of express i o n in 
tbe manner with which the government had passed tire ; 
without consulting the Press Association or Ure deputies,- . 
reflects a drastic retreat by the government from tbe oemo- - 

Such a process enshrines the basic fundamentals of fret- ; 
dom of expresrion as a constitutional right for every Joraa-. 
man, pluralism and the separation of powers. _ 

Such a change in government mentality is sending me 
wrong signal to Jordanians and to the world. 

The press has come under fire in recent'weeks for its treat-. 
men* of many issues; from national unity to peace wifo 
Israel, and from the economic woes of the country to official; 
corruption. In addition to this some newspapers, .especially : 
among the Arabic weeklies, have been accused, justly oo 
many occasions, for their irresponsible,, sensational and non-., 
credible coverage of public issues. It is no secret that the- 
mafn casualt y of the new law will be the-weekly press. Most 
may have their licences revoked. • 

While (he government may have a case against the way 
some tabloids have abused their freedom under the 1993 law,;; 
the government’s choice of remedy is unjustfied and will do 
more harm rhan good to press freedom and to the image of 

Jordan as a beacon of democracy in this region.. 

The new law has condemned all Jordanian journalists—the 
maj ority of whom are bound by the ethics and principles of 
their profession. It has dealt a blow to all members of the ■ 
profession regardless of their credibility and intentions. It has 
confiscated their right to report freely and responsibly on: 
government—a most sacred tenet in any thriving and healthy, 
democracy. , 

This paper is among Jordan's oldest weeklies. Being a 
weekly newspaper it now finds itself threatened by the new 
law, which requires us to re-register itself as JD 300,000 
establishment. We were never considered, nor do we con: 
rider ourselves, as a sensational and irresponsible newspaper 
that has abused its freedom. And yet tbe new law has passed- 
a heavy sentence on us. 

There is much more a stake here than closing down a few; 
rougue weeklies. Silencing die weeklies, TheStar included; 
will not serve democracy, nor . will it advance and protect 
freedom of the press in Jordan. 

We have always believed In responsible dialogue and in 
the sanctity of our constitution and laws. Both are-now being 
undermined by arbitrary legislation and poiliticarmyopia. ■ 


Abu Medein said to “expect 
the unexpected” because 
“nobody from this moment will 
accept any traitor who sells his 
land to Israelis.” 

At that day’s Friday prayers 
an Haram Sharif the Palestinian- 
appointed mufti of Jerusalem, 
Bcrirna Sabri, announced to wor¬ 
shipers that “there is a Jew with 
a Muslim birth certificate who 
sells land. He is dead. He must 
not be prayed for or buried in a 
Muslim cemetery.” 

More than a week later, after 
being rebuffed by every Muslim 
graveyard they tried, BashitTs 
survivors buried him in a secret 
plot—after staging a false inter¬ 
ment in Neve Mousa. between 
Jerusalem and Jericho, in case 
anyone was inclined to desecrate 
his grave. 

“No one knows where he is 
buried.” Mohammed Bashiti. the 
dead man’s son. said Monday. ‘1 
want my lather to rest in peace.” 

Here in Em Yabroud, a Ramal- 
lah suburb 12 miles north of Jeru¬ 
salem. Abu Sarah, die more. 
recent casualty, was buried with 
Koranic verse in a village grave¬ 
yard packed with neighbors and 
friends. That was a strong indica¬ 
tion of disbelief in allegations 
raised in the newspaper al- 
Ayyam that the dead man had 
been suspected of “selling lands 
to Israelis.” 

‘There isn’t any evidence,” 
said Sheikh Munir Nabturi. who 
heads the Ein Yabroud mosque 
and presided over the funeral. ‘It 
is very possible that this man was 
falsely accused.” On the other 
hand, Nablusi said, “if they find 
he really was guilty of selling 
land, whoever killed him will not 
be found because he will (non 
out to) be from the AuthcrritV-TI 


Journalists 

united 

Coatiuuedfirom page l . 

Sharif said the general assembly 
of the JPA will be called for an 
extraordinary meeting on 6 June 
to discuss the new law which' 
was passed without prior consul¬ 
tation with his association. He 
also said the JPA has managed 
to convince presidents of other 
professional unions to suspend 
their decision to resign on Satur¬ 
day if the government does not 
withdraw the new law. 

JPA has now opted to estab¬ 
lish a quiet dialogue with tbe 
government rather that resort to 
extreme measures. It hopes to . 
convince die. government to . 
review some of the amended 
articles which journalists find 
undemocratic and threatening to 
press freedom. JPA will also file 
a legal suit against the new law 
at the Higher Court of Justice. 

JPA’s derision to open dia¬ 
logue came, one day after, a 
peaceful sit-in in front of the 
Prime Ministry ended in vio¬ 
lence with riot police using force 
to ri&petse some 60 Jordanian 
journalists. At least four were. .. 
injured and 10 were arrested. - 
They were fater released. 

The government announced. 
Tuesday that it had no intention 
to withdraw the law. Minister of 
State for Information Affairs Dr 
Samir Mutiawa said only an 
elected parliament can approve 
or reject the law. He said no spe¬ 
cial session of parliament will ber 
called before the November 
elections.! 
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King accepts credentials of foreign 
ambassadors to Jordan 

■ His Majesty King Husseia accepted the credentials of 
the new British ambassador to Jordan, Mr Christopher 
Battiscombe. on Tuesday. 

Mr Battiscombe began his diplomatic career in 1963. 
He served as counsellor in Cairo from 1981 to *84; 
ambassador to Algeria from. 1990 to *94; and assistant 
undersecretary, director of public services at British 
Foreign Office until 1997. 

Mr Battiscombe said that he was delighted to be in 
Jordan during such an important Lime in the history of 
the region. Hie ambassadors of Spain, Norway and 
Ecuador also presented their credentials to the King. 

Jordanians in Iranian jails 

■ The families of the 15 Jordanians held in an Iranian 
jail ore making another appeal to the government and 
human rights organizations to intervene on their behalf. 
The families have said that already a number of Arab 
and foreign prisoners have been set free and that 
Jordanian prisoners should get the same treatment. Their 
families point out that some of the prisoners have been 
held for the last 15 years. Iranian sources told Ad 
Dustour that most of the Jordanian prisoners are military 
men who participated in the A1 Humra and A1 Shoosh 
battles in the last Iran-Iraq war. However, it seems that 
negotiations are still with the Iranian government is 
taking place to release them. 

Abu Awad stands for NCP 

■ The National Constitutional Party is now busy 
gearing up for the next general election in November. It 
has already added to its list the famous comic actor, 
Nabil Al Mashini, alias Abu Awad. He will be standing 
for a Christian seat in the Third District 

On another level. Lower House deputy, Mohammad 
Dawoudia is applying for membership to join the newly 
formed party. Dawoudia. who was a minister of youth in., 
the last Kabariti government, is a strange cattle of fish, 
in the early 90s he was a member of the now merged 
Arab Democratic Party, but it appears now that he is 
once again making a full circle in his life and joining a 
center right party. 

What is more interesting is that the Minister of State 
for Information Affairs, Samir Mutaweh is also joining 
the new party. The NCP is already fielding 50 candidates 
for the next election. This is more than the 41 candidates 
that is being fielded by the Islamic Action Front. 

Food poisoning 

■ About 60 school girls were taken to AI Mafraq 
government hospital suffering from food poisoning. It is 
thought that they became sick after eating canned cheese 
that has been donated by a European country, according ' 
to Al Arab Al Youm. Meanwhile, 70 students in a public 
school in Al Wihdat were taken ill because of food 
poisoning. Medical reports suggest the poisoning 
happened after the pupils ate sandwiches from the school 
cafeteria. According to Al Bilad, Al Besbir Hospital 
turned away the sick children. As a result, some went to 
the Islamic Hospital. However, the weekly points out 
that some of the children stayed at home because their 
parents could not afford private hospital treatment. 

Code of honor 

■ A new ‘code of honor' has been drawn up by the 
General Secretariat of the Arab Parties Conference.* 
-General Secretary Sulieman Arar said the new code, 
which was about producing a set of 'blueprints', will be 
presented to the next conference of the Arab political 
parties. In what is seen as a reminder of a pan-Arab 
philosphy, Mr Arar said the new code will help establish 
a move from the present regionalism of the Arab world 
to a 'who Iso me' view. And in that respect, Mr Arar said 
that occupation of any one part of the Arab world is to 
be rejected. He said the charter includes an article for the 
removal of sanctions on Iraq, Sudan and Libya. Arab 
political parties would be expected to work for the 
removal of these sanctions. The charter stated that the 
Palestinian question is central to the Arab cause and that 
liberation of the south of Lebanon and the Golan Heights 
was a must. 

Palestine remembered 

■ A student rally in memory of the loss of Palestine in 
May 1948 took place earlier this week in the University 
of Jordan. Speakers called for the stopping of any form 
of normalization with Israel. The peaceful protest was 
allowed to go ahead by the university administration. 
Similarly, the Professional Associations held a rally to 
commemorate that occasion. Speakers included Hamas 
leader Abdel Aziz Al Ranttsi. who delivered a message 
by telephone from Gaza, rhe Overseer of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. Abdel Majeed Thuneibal, the former 
Mayor of Nablus. Bassam Al Shaka', Lower House 
deputy Bassam Al Oraush, and the President of the 
Lawyers Association Hussein Mjalli. The rally was 
organized by the Palestine Committee and Committee to 
Resist Normalization of the Professional Associations. 

AS Arab Al Youm 

■ Jordan this week saw the birth of a new daily. AlArab 
At Youm is proving to be an interesting addition to the 
other three dailies that exist in Jordan. Will it be a strong 
competitor many are arguing?,For this we shall have to 
wait and see in the coming few months. Certainly so far 
At Arab Al Youm has not proved tfie dynamic, magical,' 
news earth-shattering newspaper that we were led to be 
believe in the months prior to publication. Very little 
analysis, scant features and almost mundane news have 
dominated the first few days of publication. However, 
one must not be too harsh to an up and coming daily. In 
all fairness, Al Arab Al Youm has potential. The new 
simplistic style it is introducing to the press scene could 
, be a welcome change from the large headlines that has 
become to dominate our daily diet. 
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A Middle East expert speaking on a greater EU role in peace process says 

^Europe is going to be very careful 
not to offend the United States...’ 


EDITOR’S NOTE: More 
experts are talking about a 
greater European role in the 
Middle East They say that 
Europe wants to become 
closer to the Mediterranean 
countries and forge relations 
based on stronger political, 
security economic and cultu¬ 
ral cooperation. The Star’s 
Maryan Asmar talked to Dr 
Tim Niblock, the director of 
the Middle Eastern and 
Islamic Studies Center of 
Durham University in Brit¬ 
ain, about this development. 
Dr Niblock was recently in 
Jordan. Excezpts.foUow: 

How do you Teel about the 
present peace process? Is it 
facing deadlock, or is this a 
temporary hitch that will be 
overcome? 

1 think at the moment it is in 
a very serious situation and I 
don't think that with the 
present Israeli government it is 
likely to proceed very signifi¬ 
cantly. Nonetheless, in view of 
everything that happened, in 
view of the involvement of out¬ 
side powers in the various 
agreements that have been 
made, 1 don't think that these 
peace agreements could be 
undone. The Palestinian 
National Authority Is there to 
stay and that structure is there 
to stay, but for the moment I 
find it very difficult to imagine 
iL's moving on to a final status 
solution in the near future. 

Do you think that Europe 
can play a greater role in 
“unblocking” it in .that 
regard? 

I believe that the European 
Union should play a big part 
than before in the peace pro¬ 
cess and there is a very hopeful 
sign that, now, we do have a 
European Union negotiator on 
the Arab-Israeli question. At 
the moment. I think, the Euro¬ 
pean Union is going to be very 
careful not to offend the United 
States, and not to do something 
which runs counter to Ameri¬ 
can interests. For as long as 
that is the case, the value of the 
European Union's role may be 
limited. But I would think that 
in the rather longer term per¬ 
haps, may be, the European 
Union's role may become a lit¬ 
tle more independent 

Europe is trying to get into 
the area through other ways 
ie thro ugh political, security, 
economic means as well as by 
building association agree¬ 
ments with the countries of 
the region. Do you think that 
Europe now has the political 
will to do that after so many 
years of dithering—nothing 
came out of the Venice Dec¬ 
laration, for instance? 

On the economic side the 
European Union has shown 
fairly clearly that it wants 
much closer involvement in the 

Queen 
Margrethe a 
Danish 
delight 

Continued from page 1 
her unrepentant public smok¬ 
ing,' which has even included 
lighting up at a center for 
asthmatics. 

The Danes reacted with in¬ 
dignation. with one tabloid 
screaming: “Mind Your Own 
Business, Sweden!" 

To defuse the international 
incident, an apologetic Swed¬ 
ish newspaper rented an elec¬ 
tronic billboard in Copenhag¬ 
en's main square. “Our 
readers beg the Queen's par¬ 
don," it flashed. ■ 
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Niblock 

region than before, it's in the 
European Union economic 
interests to do so. and it's also 
in the ..Union's rather longer 
term security interests to ensure 
that there is a region of peace 
and stability in the Mediterra¬ 
nean region. There is some¬ 
thing more substantial than 
before, but I think that it is 
unlikely to be fell on the Arab- 
Israeli questions in the near 
future. 

May be Europe does not 
want to offend the USA, but 
all the indications point out 
that Europe is a growing 
homogeneous power and so 
some argue it would like to 
follow a “muscle-flexing" 
strategy were it wants to play 
a greater role in the interna¬ 
tional arena. Do you think 
this is what’s happening? 

I personally believe that it is 
time for that And I think that 
there is a logic to developments 
which would lead in that direc¬ 
tion—the process of European, 
political and economic integra¬ 
tion. The European Union is 
going to be playing a more sig¬ 
nificant- role on the interna¬ 
tional stage that will be more 
independent of the United 
States. But that may still take 
time to develop especially on 
the Arab-Israeli issue in so far 
as that is something about 
which the United Stales is very 
sensitive in trying to protect its 
own role from "being under¬ 
mined by other powers. So I 
think it may lake a few years 
before the European Union's 
strength in that Field become 
apparent And of course, it is 
true that the European Union 
economic involvement and its 
general social and cultural 


involvement in the Middle East 
is much greater than that of the 
United States. 

You stated before that the 
pew relationship between 
Europe and the Mediterra¬ 
nean and Arab countries is a 
two-way street in that the 
influence has to come from 
both directions. And in that 
respect the Arab countries 
have to pull their socks up, 
cooperate more with each 
other to have greater influ¬ 
ence on the Europeans. Can 
you specify what you mean? 

At the moment in the rela¬ 
tionship between the EU und 
Arab countries, the European 
Union is dealing with them at 
one level as part of the whole 
Middle East including Israel, 
und on the other hand it is deal¬ 
ing with them individually, 
through the individual associa¬ 
tion agreements. This structure 
of the relationship is something 
which emphasizes European 
strength and Arab weakness. 
Arab division. If the relation¬ 
ship is going to be more benefi- 
eftil for the Arab countries, 
there needs to be a greater 
degree of coordination and uni¬ 
fied action on the Arab side. 
The European Union, if it is to 
go in a positive direction as far 
as the Arab world is concerned, 
does need to be pressed and 
does need to have its policy 
pushed and 1 think this can be 
done by Arab countries collec¬ 
tively, nr perhaps by groupings 
of Arab countries, acting 
together, or through Arab 
organizations. 

In view of the present state 
of the Arab world, do you 
think this is feasible? 
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WHERE TO GO??? 
WHAT TO DO? CHECK 
OUT OUR MAY ISSUE 


At the moment one is aware 
of division and that even some 
of the organizations which 
seemed to bring countries 
together tike the Arab Maghreb 
Union or the Arab League arc 
weaker than they have been at 
times in the pasL But I do also 
sense, within the Arab world, a 
lot of evidence that there is a 
widespread realization of the 
weaknesses which have fol¬ 
lowed from this disunity and a 
widespread desire to uy and 
overcome that kind of vision;, 
and I noticed that there are sig¬ 
nificant attempts being made to 
try to revive the importance of 
the Arab League for example, 
and I see this as a positive 
move. So I think, one is at the 
stage of division, bat there does 
seem to be a spreading con¬ 
sciousness of the need for a 
more need for a unified a coor¬ 
dinated action. 

To what degree has Euro¬ 
pean perceptions or the Arab 
and the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict changed from say 10 
to 15 years ago? What about 
the worn out stereotyping, do 
they still exist? 

If one looks at a slightly 
longer period, say 25 years 
back, then one has seen a sub¬ 
stantial change in European 
perceptions of the Arab world 


and the Palestinian conflict. 
That goes through different 
phases. Going through till 
1990/91. there was a steady 
increase in understanding in 
European countries of the 
nature of the problem in Pales¬ 
tine. That understanding 
reached its heights at the time 
of the Intifada. It made a tre¬ 
mendous impact on European 
opinion and it brought home to 
Europeans, very directly and 
very crucially, what the Pales¬ 
tine issue was all about 
because they saw it day by day 
or evening by evening on their 
television sere his, and it meant 
something very much to them. 
And over those years one bad a 
lot of books being written 
which reached public opinion 
and created a better 
understanding. 

In the years since 1990. one 
has had a more complex pic¬ 
ture of European public opin¬ 
ion, Hie Gulf War did a certain 
amount of damage as far as 
European perceptions of the 
Middle East and of Palestine; 
and just at the moment Euro¬ 
pean public opinion is becom¬ 
ing aware of some of the 
human rights abuses which arc 
taking place under the Pales¬ 
tine National Authority, 
[through] newspapers...and this 
is doing some damage to 


perceptions. 

Wm Britain under Tony 
Blair and Labour be different 
from Britain under the con¬ 
servatives with regard to the 
Middle East? 

I think they will be a differ¬ 
ence in policy, one of the main 
points here does not relate as 
much to Tony Blair as Prime 
Minister but to Robin Cook as 
foreign secretary who is a man 
that docs have an understand¬ 
ing of the problems of the Mid¬ 
dle East and the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, who has visited Arab 
countries and made some effort 
to try to understand the view¬ 
points in the area. I think there 
may also he a difference 
1 because the new British gov¬ 
ernment may see an advantage 
with regard to the European 
Union and its role in the Euro¬ 
pean Union, an advantage to 
Britain caking a prominent role 
in trying to bring forward Euro¬ 
pean Union policy over the 
Middle East and the Mediterra¬ 
nean. So. i personally believe 
that British policy in the region 
under the new government 
maybe a more outgoing one 
and may be a bit less tied in to 
the framework of the United 
States. ■ 



(From left), Ahmed Said Nofal, (Yarmouk), Tim Niblock (Durham), Jaw ad Al Ahmad 
(MESC% Amin Mashaqba and Mohammad Fayez Isold (both from Applied Science). 

• A panel discussion on “European Policies Towards the Middle East in the 21Century" was 
organized by the Amman-based Middle East Studies Center and the Jordanian Society for 
Political Science” last week. Dr Nfblodc (See interview above) from Durham University in the 
UK, and who had been on a short visit to Jordan, was accompanied by lectures from Yarmouk 
and the Applied Science universities. MESC Director, Mr Jawad Al Hamad said the seminar 
comes at a critial stage of building greater relations between Europe and the Arab world. He 
added that there is a need for the two sides to reformulate policies towards each other in order 
to build a better future. 



ARAB BANK 


Starts operations at the new location in 




as from 24, May, 1997 
Arab Bank 

Hai Nazzal - AI-Dustour Street 
P.OJBox 16067 - Code 11152 
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Our .Sen'.. 


Deconstructing press freedom 


THIS PROMISES to be an unusual summer for Jordanian politics. It is an election 
year and election years always carry within them the seeds of political evolution— 
or, God forbid, devolution. With the new press law, passed by the government ear¬ 
ly this week, the press has been stripped of most of its gains under the democratic 
era which began in 1989. 

It would be an understatement to say that we are now living in one of the lowest 
points of our youthful democracy. Since the advent of the present government, op¬ 
position parties have been warning against a scheme to squeeze them out of the po¬ 
litical arena before the November elections. With the press having taken the first 
blow, it now looks like the political canvass will be weaved all over again before 
the end of the summer. 

It is very difficult to explain to ourselves and to the world around us how we still 
insist that we are a democracy when an arbitrary law with Dracpnian measures 
confiscates the right of journalists to freely follow news that might implicate a 
minister, a whole government or one of its departments. Isn't this what a free press 
in a democratic society is supposed to be doing? And when journalists try to 
protest these measures, they are beaten up in front of TV cameras like hooligans. 

» The government insists that the law will lift the ceiling of freedom to higher lim¬ 
its and assures citizens that the new law actually serves the cause of democracy. 
Such assurances do not blow away the clouds of confusion and uncertainty that are 
now hanging over the country. It does nothing to explain (he crudeness of the 
amendments in question, and brushes aside claims that the whole exercise is un¬ 
constitutional. 

Until last week’s notorious amendments, the press law was one of the most im¬ 
portant legislations passed by Parliament. It was inspired by the National Charter, 
which represents the spirit of our democratic rejuvenation. Now we are left won¬ 
dering about the motives of the government. What does it want to achieve and why 
has it abandoned earlier promises to consult with people's deputies and debate is¬ 
sues of national importance? 

Laws are not eternal. They should be amended and improved upon. But there are 
traditions that govern such transitions that guarantee stability and continuity. We 
have now sacrificed these traditions. Today’s^ democracy sounds and feels more 
like yesterday’s martial law era. 

It is not the press that we should worry about here, but the spirit of our democra¬ 
cy. Such a spirit should be the bulwark of our political evolution into a state of law 
and order, of institutions and of political traditions that prevent transgressions, ex¬ 
cesses and abuse of power and authority by all concerned. 

The press is not above the law. On ihe contrary. It should make sure that all ad¬ 
here to it. The government could have waged its battle to reform the press law and 
end abuse of freedom by a minority of publishers from within the democratic are¬ 
na. Instead it has committed an unforgivable blunder and set in motion a process 
that deconstructs the democratic achievements of the past few years. ■ 


• The grand old man of 
politics, Elias Frey quits 
public life after year of 
holding the fort Mr Frey 
has been mayor of Bethle¬ 
hem for the last 25 years 
Since the establishment of 
the Palestine National Au¬ 
thority, Mr Frey become 
the Palestinian Minister of 
Tourism. At the ripe old 
age of 80, the mayor says 
that he wants to spend 
more time with his family. 
He has 20 grandchildren. 
Mr Frey says that he also 
wants to write his memoirs . 
A Greek Orthodox Chris¬ 
tian, Mr Frey was elected 
mayor in 1972 and at times 
he come into conflict with 
the Palestine ' Liberation 
Organization for his con¬ 
troversial views of peace 
making. 
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The Pentagon’s battle doctrines—the rules soldiers learn for fighting 
wars—still rest fundamentally on notions of massing military might against 
the kind of sophisticated opposing army that went away with the breakup of 
the Soviet Union, although each of the military branches is experimenting 
with new organizational forms and high-tech methods of warfare. 


By Bradley Graham 



WASHINGTON—In its latest review of 
how to size and shape US armed forces in 
the wake of the Soviet Union's collapse, 
the Pentagon has done some tinkering but 
left basically intact the military's budget, 
structure and battle doctrine. 

While deciding on another round of cuts 
in forces, facilities and high-tech hardware 
purchases. Defense Department officials 
have spoken essentially of reallocating 
funds rather than altering defense strategy 

or revamping major combat units. 

The new plan, disclosed last week, has 
disappointed a number of defense experts 
who contend that 21st century military 
challenges will differ from pasr ones and 
so require changes now in US 
organization, weaponry and lighting 
techniques. Future adversaries, instead of 
massing tanks and soldiers against 
American forces—os the Soviet Union 
threatened during the Cold War. and as 
Iraq did to little avail during the 1991 Gulf 
War—likely will light less conventionally, 
the experts say. 

Plans to keep the defense budge! 
virtually unchanged at about $250 billion a 
year also have disturbed both dovish 
liberals and penny-pinching conservatives 
in Congress. Their hopes of reducing 
military expenditures were dashed by the 
latest agreement between President Clinton 
and GOP congressional leaders, which 
makes little change in the total money 
earmarked for the military. 

The Pentagon’s response to the critics is 
that evolutionary rather than revolutionary 
change must prevail. 

“Forgive us for being conservative." 
said a senior civilian defense official, “but 
we haven’t changed much because much 
wasn’t needed.” 

As the Clinton administration continues 
lo give top priority to preserving strength 
and maintaining readiness. Pentagon 
officials offer several reasons for avoiding 
sharper turns in course: 

■ First, the threat of regional wars 
breaking out at once in the Arabian Gulf 
and the Korean peninsula—plus added 
demands of peacekeeping, humanitarian 
relief and other noncombat 
missions—require _the United States to 
sustain a large military undistracted by 
radical alterations in force structure. 
Military's plan for future draws heavily 


from Cold War past 

■ Second, the US military has proven 
itself the best in the world, so why mess 
with success? 

■ Third, congressional politics pose a 
real obstacle to certain kinds of substantial 
reorganization entailing additional base 
closings, privatization of defense activities 
and scrubbing of some jobs-rich weapons 
programs. While the changes coming out 
of the Pentagon’s Quadrennial Defense 
Review are modest, they already are 
drawing prolesis from some in Congress 
protective of home-district payrolls. 

■ And fourth. President Clinton—who 
avoided the Vietnam-era draft—is too 
handicapped in his relations with the 
military to lead a national effort to 
restructure it. 

With such a cautious approach overall. 
Pentagon officials have been slow to 
prepare for less conventional scenarios 
predicted by many experts. These could 
involve terrorist attack, electronic sabotage 
and use of biological or chemical agents, 
aimed not at confronting the United States 
head-on but striking at vulnerable points. 
Winning under such circumstances will 
require the US military to rely more on 
stealth, mobility and the dispersion of its 
forces as well as more timely intelligence 
and more accurate, longer-range weapons. 

"For the contingencies the United States 
is likely to face, a smaller, agile and more 
technologically advanced military would 
serve us best.” said Richard Perle, a former 
Reagan administration Pentagon official 
now leading a study to define an 
alternative defense plan. "But instead, 
there’s been a tendency to overestimate the 
risk of some conflicts and exaggenne the 
umouni of military force needed, resulting 
in inappropriately large heavy forces chat 
lead to greater vulnerability, not less.' 

Without a peer in the world or the threat 
of global war. the American military still 
does its conventional war-gaming with 
planning models developed during the 
Cold War. It retains many of the weapons 
systems and structures initially designed to 
deter and combat a long-gone Soviet 
menace. 

The Pentagon's battle doctrines—the 
rules soldiers learn for fighting wars—still 
rest fundamentally on notions of massing 
military might against (he kind of 
sophisticated opposing array that went 
away with the breakup of the Soviet 


Union, although each of the military 
branches is experimenting with new 
organizational forms and hign-tecn 
methods of warfare. 

While.the number of US troops based 
abroad has diminished significantly, about 
100.000 will remain in Europe and another 
100,000 in Asia under the new plan. And 
12 Navy aircraft carriers and 12 Marine 
Corps amphibious groups will continue 
adhering to a pattern of regular 
deployments around die world. 

After months of meetings that examined 
all Pentagon activities and departmental 
wish lists, the review has ended up 
reaffirming the case for keeping a large 
military built around aircraft earners, 
combat jets, tanks and other traditional 
big-ticket weapons. In a report due to be 
released this month, the Pentagon will 
reassert its current requirement to gird for 
fighting two regional ware in close 
succession, defense officials said. 

But the argument this time for 
maintaining a robust force rests on more 
than simply the prospect of war in the Gulf 
or on the Korean peninsula. It says that in 
order to limit the prospect of conflict 
erupting in what is still a dangerous and 
uncertain world, the US military must stay 
engaged in many peacetime 
operations—exercises with foreign armies, 
routine overseas deployments—and be 
ready to respond to many emergencies 
short of war. 

Up to 60,000 active-duty service 
members, together with about 70,000 
reservists and 80.000 civilian Defense 
Department employees, will be cut to 
ensure that planned purchases of new 
combat aircraft, ships, helicopters and other 
equipment remain affordable. This will 
include trims of roughly 10 percent in the 
Joint Staff and regional command 
headquarters, officials said. The Pentagon 
also will seek congressional permission to 
close more military bases. 

At die same time, the number of planned 
buys—particularly of Air Force F-22 and 
Navy F/A-J8E/F jets and Navy surface 
ships—will be reduced. Instead of aiming 
to raise annual procurement from $42 
billion to $60 billion by 2002, as previously 
planned, the. revised goal will be around 
$55 billion, officials said. ■ 
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Che Guvera 

Rebel with a cause 


Che Guevara: A Revolution¬ 
ary Life, by Jon Lee Ander¬ 
son. Bantam Press, 814 pag¬ 
es. 

Reviewed by 
Simon Strong 


THE PHOTOGRAPH of Che 
Guevara that gave him cult 
status was taken at a funeral, 
after a French ship laden with 
arms exploded in Cuba, killing 
about 100 people. The dark, 
unflinching gaze, the tousled 
hair, the beret and the hand¬ 
some face made Guevara a stu¬ 
dent icon whose appeal extend¬ 
ed way beyond the 
revolutionary Left. 

Yet if Guevara had had his 
way. there would have been a 
nuclear war in the 1960s. In 
US journalist Lee Anderson's 
sweeping biography, one ac¬ 
quaintance describes him as 
having not a brain in his head, 
but a machine gun. 

It was his early death, and 
the manner of it. that made him 
a legend. Aged 39. the upper- 
middle class Argentine-bom 
doctor who had been second- 
in-command to Fidel Castro 
during the Cuban revolution, 
was shot dead as he lay. sick, 
in a Bolivian hut after an at¬ 
tempt to create "another Viet¬ 
nam" in the Andes. 

Guevara was executed by a 
Cuban agent of the CIA whose 
hatred for him evaporated at 
his "courage and grace”. Ac¬ 
cording to Felix Rodriguez, 
Guevara's Iasi words were: "I 
never should have been cap¬ 
tured alive...tel! Fidel that he 
will soon see a triumphant rev¬ 
olution in America...and tell 
my wife to remany and to try 
to be happy.” 

In his life as well as his writ¬ 
ings Guevara not only dis¬ 
played a chilling faith in the 
use of violence to erase injus¬ 
tice and impose Communism. 
He also demonstrated an ex¬ 
traordinary capacity for person¬ 
al self-sacrifice. 

Anderson charts how Gueva¬ 
ra's ironic detachment from 
death began as a medical stu¬ 
dent in Buenos Airies where 
his first business venture was a 
chemical to kill cockroaches: 
the scheme failed. 

Although already hostile to 
the US at.a time when the US 
government supported several 
right-wing military dictator¬ 
ships in Latin America, the red¬ 
dening of-Guevara's political 
convictions only took place 
while travelling as a pauper 


around the continent. 

It was Guatemala in 
particular, where a re¬ 
formist government was 
unsealed by a CIA- 
hacked coup, that trans¬ 
formed him. Guevara de¬ 
scribed how he would 
bathe his weapon in 
blood "and, mad with 
fury... slit the throat of 
any enemy who Falls into 
my hands.” He talked 
about the duty of the 
“revolutionary doctor” to 
introduce “social medi¬ 
cine." And he discovered 
the writings of Mao Tse- 
tung, whom he found 
more relevant than the 
Soviet pantheon to Latin 
America. 

It was with Guevara 
that the first contact oc- 



Guvera 


curred. informally, between the 
Soviet Union and the Cuban 
revolutionaries, in Mexico in 
1955. It was Guevara, accord¬ 
ing to Anderson, who forged 
the missile deal with the So¬ 
viets in 1962. Meanwhile, it 
was also Guevara who organ¬ 
ised the trials and executions of 
several hundred people ac¬ 
cused of torture and murder un¬ 
der the corrupt, cruel regime of 
Cuba’s ousted dictator. Fuigen- 
cio Batista. "Either you kill 
first, or else you get killed." 
said Guevara. 

When the. Soviet Union 
backed down over the missile 


crisis, Guevara claimed that if 
the missiles has been under Cu¬ 
ban control, they would have 
fired them. 

While tracing Guevara's dis¬ 
astrous direct involvements in 
revolution with scant regard for 
local Soviet communist parties, 
Anderson details the ways in 
which the chronically asthmat¬ 
ic Guevara continued to abjure 
money and power for its own 
sake, shed all comforts, in¬ 
spired tremendous discipline 
and loyalty, and sought obses¬ 
sively to sink his individuality 
into rebel groups he believed 
would pave the way for global 


Communism. 

For Lee Anderson. Gueva¬ 
ra’s dream was built on the 
premise that human beings 
could live for moral rather than 
material incentives. Yet the 
man whom Jean Paul Sartre 
praised as “not only an intellec¬ 
tual but also the most complete 
human being of our age” could 
only achieve this by distancing 
himself from individual reality. 
He treated death tightly. 
Hence, it came early, and made 
him immortal. ■ 
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US military seeks new 
combat plans for 21 Century 
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Mountains 

and friends 


A WHILE ago, an in¬ 
fluential writer wrote a 
book about the Kunlish 
people, titled No : Friends 
but the Mountains. But as 
it turns out, the Kurils 
have more friends than 
the writer assumes. 

However, the problem. 

is that the Kurdish leader¬ 
ship seems to value'its 
outside friends, more than 
they do of one another. 
One does not want to talk, 
about party politics, for ic; 
this case they are shaped 
by individuals rather titan- 
programs. 

It is intentional to use 
the term ."amusing” when 
describing alliances antf- 
counter-alliances by Mr - 
Barzani. But it cannot be.- 
right to be -amused, like , 
most indifferent observ¬ 
ers are when it comes to" 
the tragedy of a people. 

His political program 
is based on tribal' loyal-, 
ties, and his chief protag¬ 
onist Mr Talabani is in 
the same boat. Even the. 
PKK and its assumed in¬ 
ternationalism and de¬ 
fence of the wretched of. 
the earth, would not hesi¬ 
tate to destroy lives and 
properties belonging to 
the supposed oppressed 
classes. 

Nevertheless, they 
seem to be true to their 
internationalism when it 
comes to killing that does 
not recognize ethnic ori¬ 
gin. The biggest losers 
are the Kurdish people, 
and the real winners are 
those who want to pre¬ 
serve their influence and. 
{lower base in the most 
cynical exploitation of 
emotions and human suf¬ 
fering. All the financial 
resources spent on weap¬ 
onry and killing, could 
have fed. taught, and 
housed thousands of pov¬ 
erty and disease stricken 
Kurdish children and 
adults. But alas. Kurdi¬ 
stan will remain the kill¬ 
ing fields of our region. 

Even by the standards 
of the Middle East, it is 
shocking when one ob¬ 
serves how Barzani man¬ 
ages to muster support. A 
while ago, and overnight, 
he called upon the assis¬ 
tance of the Iraqi army to 
help him fight the forces 
of Mr Talabani and man¬ 
aged to get this support 
Of course, predictably, 
the world went up in 
arms and Iraq was threat¬ 
ened with immediate re¬ 
sponse unless it stopped 
interfering in KunJish af¬ 
fairs. The episode passed 
unnoticed later on, and 
the fighting Kurdish fac¬ 
tions came to an agree¬ 
ment sponsored by. An¬ 
kara. 

What happened next 
Mr Barzani called on the 
support of the Turkish 
army to fight his battles 
against the PKK. Of 
course, Turkey was oblig¬ 
ing, and went in with a 
force of over 50,000 
troops to fight die PKK. 
The amazing issue is that 
Mr Barzani still treats the 
territories under his con¬ 
trol, as private fiefdoms, 
and exclusive lands that 
know no sovereignty. Tur¬ 
key was obliging because 
its (roubles with the Kurd¬ 
ish communists are well 
known, but in all this the 
integrity of Iraq and the 
unity of its lands have be¬ 
come just a mere slogan, 
misused and abused in ihe 
international circles. It is a 
dangerous precedence for 
the international commu¬ 
nity to start playing 
around with mild and inef¬ 
fectual condemnations 
when sovereign territories, 
are invaded by the re¬ 
quests of one tribjal leader 
or another. 

Turkeys' recent move 
in northern Iraq, has come - 
at a time of national soul 
searching in the country 
between the sparring sesr 
sions with the military at 
one hand and the Refah 
government on the other. 
More interestingly, though 
one is not a subscriber to 
the conspiracy theories,: it. 
comes at a tinte when the 
joint manoeuvres between 
Turkey and Israel were 
postponed. 

The press has written 
that such a postponement 
is due to the difference in 
outlook, between Mr Er¬ 
bakan and his Generals 
which may or may not be 
the case, but will this dif¬ 
ference in outlook, influ¬ 
ence the manner in which 
both, the Turkish govern¬ 
ment and military, view 
the bordera of their neigh¬ 
bors.! 
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Amman-Detroit 


Now, direct flights from Amman to Detroit on Saturdays. Effective 31st of May. 
For details, call RJ Sales Offices or your local agent 


<$> ROYAL I ORPAN1A?* 

Reflecting Ibe Change- 


■ Negotiations were going 
on since the Inst few weeks 
to conclude a merger 
between The Bank of Jor¬ 
dan and the Jordan-Kuwait 
Bank, but no agreement 
has been reached. 

This is the second 
attempt to merge the two 
banks. The first was made 
three years ago. but the 
two sides failed to agree on 
the merger. The Jordan- 
Kuwait Bank intends to 
increase its capital to JD 
20 million, cither by capi¬ 
talizing its reserves and 
earnings or through private 
subscription. 

■ The third conference of 
the Arab Financial Markets 
in Lebanon starts Thursday 
22 May. More than 300 
Arab businessmen and 
bankers are taking part in 
the venue, in addition to 
foreign investors and 
investing funds. The con- j 
ference agenda deals with 
economic reform pro¬ 
grams. privatization in the 
Arab World, flows of for¬ 
eign investments to the 
Arab markets, die invest¬ 
ment climate in these coun¬ 
tries. and the role of the 
private sector in financing 
and managing the infra¬ 
structure. Rom Jordan, the 
director of the Amman 
Financial Market Mr 
Wahib Ai Shaer is 
expected to attend the con¬ 
ference in addition to the 
chairman of the board of 
the Arab Bank. Abdel 
Majid Shoman. 

■ The Arab Islamic Inter¬ 
national Bank tAHB) was 
established as a JD 40 mil¬ 
lion shareholding concern. 

The Arab Bank owns 
97* of the AUB's capital 
which is expected to run its 
banking and commercial 
services according to 
Islamic Sharia rules. 

The Bank was registered 
in the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry. In addition to 
the Arab Bank, sharehold¬ 
ers in the new Islamic 
Bank are Abdul Majid 
Shoman, and Khaled Sho¬ 
man. Yesterday. Wednes¬ 
day. 21 May all accounts 
in the Amman Investment 
Bank were closed to 
launch the transitional 
stage to convert the Bank's 
ownership to the Arab 
Bank. 


Foreign 

Exchange 

Tuesday, 21 May 


| Boy JD j 

Scu JD 

OS$ 

0.7080 

0.7100 

£ 

1.1510 

1.1568 

DM 

0.4124 

0.4145 

SFr 

0X801 

0.4825 

FRF 

0.1227 

0.1233 

YEN- 

(1M) 

0-5624 

0.5652 

DEL . 

03667 

0-3685 

izr. 
(100) 

0.0419 

0j0421 


Bank mergers would bring a more 
vibrant economy, official states 


-T’-J 


< AMMAN (Star)—The banking 
sector in Jordan is on the verge 
of many and potentially excit¬ 
ing changes. 

There ore at present 21 com¬ 
mercial banks, including the 
Housing Bank, which is a hous¬ 
ing-commercial bank. This is in 
addition to the Industrial Devel¬ 
opment Bank, the Cities and 
Villages Bank, the Cooperative 
Bank, and Che Agricultural 
Credit Corp. The biggest bank 
is, by far, the Arab Bank, in 
terms of both equity and total 
assets. 

The prevailing pattern of 
ownership is private, which is 
in line with the basic philoso¬ 
phy of the state towards eco¬ 
nomic activity. There is a 
noticeable concentration of 
ownership of most operating 
banks, while the banking sector 
is also characterized by both 
stability and conservatism, the 
President of the Arab Academy 
for Banking and Financial 
Studies (AABFS), Dr Mustafa 
Hudeib told The Star. 

All commercial banks suc¬ 
ceeded in realizing the eight 
percent target ratio prescribed 
by the Basle Committee (BIS), 
while some banks overshot the 
ratio. This has been possible 
through both the issue of fresh 
share capital and higher profit 
retention Dr Hudeib added. 


Whether it is conservatism or 
the well-established, astute, 
British banking tradition, the 
higher percentage of funds is 
still allocated to short-term 
lending; financial trade (both 
local and foreign), working 
capital, the construction indus¬ 
try, and services. Because of 
the very small size of the public 
sector and the accelerated pace 
of privatization, bank funds are 
basically employed in the pri¬ 
vate sector. 

Although banks have 
devoted considerable efforts to 
the achievement of balanced 
geographical coverage of popu¬ 
lated areas, branches remain 

. concentrated in Amman and 
Irbid. The introduction of tech¬ 
nology is modest because of 
limited resources. Hie same 
holds true for bank marketing. 

The banking sector is operat¬ 
ing under a highly deregulated 
environment, whereby mone¬ 
tary policy relies heavily on 
general controls rather than on 
selective controls. There is also 
a consistent coordination 
between monetary and fiscal 
policies, oh the one hand, and 
economic policy on the other. It 
is noteworthy to say that Jordan 
has been implementing most of 
the recommendations of the 
IMF, and that it is structural 
adjustment and economic 
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reform programs are 
quite successful. 

The banking sys¬ 
tem operates increas¬ 
ingly within a strat¬ 
egy, focused on 
globalization, and 
economic integration 
with other Arab 
countries. The 
Amman Financial 
Market is one of the 
most effective among 
Arab emerging mar¬ 
kets, playing a signif¬ 
icant role in private 
capital formation and 
privatization. How¬ 
ever, most financial 
instruments are still 
traditional and are in 
the form of ordinary 
shares. Both the Hodieb 
banking system and 
the Financial Market have been 
instrumental in attracting Arab 
and foreign capital investment, 
the AABFS president pointed 
out 

Bank mergers have so Jar 
taken place in Jordan on a lim¬ 
ited scale, and were concen¬ 
trated naturally on the acquisi¬ 
tion of small banks by larger 
banks, on the one hand, and 
weak banks by stronger banks. 

Bank mergers in Jordan are 
designed mostly to achieve 
many advantages Dr Hudeib 
pointed ouL These include; 

■ More efficient operation, 
because of the economies of 
tbe mass-scale production of 
services, cost-saving, and beaer 
organization. 

■ Diversification of loans 
and investments, on both a sec¬ 
toral and geographic basis. 

■ Increasing loan ceilings, 
which are usually based on 
equity, total assets or other 
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v** More balanced skill-and 
cultural mix, because of the 
combination of more than one 
bank into one organization. 

■ More adequate bank 
equity and higher levels of 
solvency. 

■ Wider relationships with 


Prince Al Waleed becomes 
shareholder of Magnesia Company 


IN CONJUNCTION with his 
continued contribution to dis¬ 
tinguished projects in Arab 
countries. Prince Al Waleed 
Bin Talal Bin Abdel Azziz, and 
chairman of the the Saudi Ara¬ 
bia Holding Company signed a 
new agreement making him a 
founder shareholder of the $43 
million Jordan Magnesia Co. 

Chairman 'of the Founders 
Committee, Mr Talal Arekat, 
announced that the prince is 
the only Arab shareholder. The 
rest of the shares ore held by 
major Jordanian companies 
and institutions such as the 
Dead Sea Industries Co., Arab * 
Potash Co., Social Security 
Fund. Jordan investment Corp., 
Industrial Development Bank, 
Jordan Investment and Finance 
Bank and the Arab Bank. 

Mr Arekat added that the 
Company was established on 
May 15 and elected its first 
Board of Directors. 

Magnesia, which relies on 
minerals extracted from Dead 
Sea brine, is expected to start 
production at tbe end of 1999. 
The project’s capacity will 



Prince AI Waleed 

cover seven percent of the 
world market for Magnesia 
Oxide. 

This investment is the third 
in less than six months since 
the prince's last visit to Jordan. 
His investments in Jordan, in 
addition to the Jordan Magne¬ 
sia Co., include a majority 
shareholding in the Mediterra¬ 
nean Tourism Co., (Amman 
Four Seasons) and the Philadel¬ 
phia Investment Bank. 

Prince AJ Waleed is a private 


entrepreneur and an interna¬ 
tional investor who holds sub¬ 
stantial interests in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia that includes the United 
Saudi Commercial Bank, Saudi 
Cairo Bank, Azizia-Panda 
United Corp.. Herfy Fats Food 
Co., Deemah United Food 
Industries Corp., Azizra Com¬ 
mercial Investment Co., Al 
Mawashi Al Mukairash United 
Livestock Co.. National Indus¬ 
trialization Co., Silki La Sailki 
Telecommunication Co.. Arab 
Radio and Television and 
Rptana Audio-Visual Produc¬ 
tion Co. 

He has substantial interna¬ 
tional holdings in Citicorp, tire 
global bank holding company, 
tire Four Seasons Regent Inter¬ 
national, a luxury hotel chain, 
the Fairmont Hotel chain, Saks 
Fifth the Avenue—the US fash¬ 
ion retailer, the Plaza Hotel in 
New York, the George V Hotel 
in Paris, the Copley Plaza Hotel 
in Boston, the Four Seasons 
Hotel in London, the Disney¬ 
land theme park in Paris, the 
Canary Wharf. ■ 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


♦ Middle Hat Cimplex 

♦ Mid ELevtrUatjr 

♦ Anblnenstarcji Hmeb 


♦ Nxkml SJuonj Huu« 

♦ Chetnmi Indwny Itouo 

♦ Arab BcctVt Imltwry 


atniral Price Pofafr 
Trade Volume 



SUNDAY 


4-CdknRia* 

♦ MUtte Eat Complex 

♦ Arab Fuancud Investment 


♦ Wookn bxkmry 

♦ AJ-Tl«jeb Mostly 
+ Nafcmal Calda 
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MONDAY 


♦ Middle East Bank 

♦ National FonBDfio Secmitim 

♦ SheqliwiaiaentPrpJsett 


♦ Nay=AD«s 4 MooMi 
Hh Anb Iuhuiidcc 
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TUESDAY 


♦ National Portfolio Secariae* 

♦ An* Center FbrPharaL fatauy 

♦ N a tional Ahmrimnn Industry 


♦ Woolen Industry 

♦ National Induary 

♦ Utdveccal Industry 




Stock Volume _ 

Highest Traded Stock* 

v-CtBOatfuOmj'T^ 336086 


Cairo Bank 


18284 + ArM Potash 


correspondent banks abroad. 

■ Better coverage of geo¬ 
graphic areas, because of wider 
branch networks. 

■ It is easier to achieve bank 
size through mergers, as com¬ 
pared with the establishment of 
new branches. 

■ Realizing the advantages 
of synergy. 

■ Widening the market for 
the shares of the merged banks 

■ Expression of the bundle 
of services and products to sat¬ 
isfy changing customer needs. 

■ Application of advanced, 
or more sophisticated, 
technologies. 

■ Stronger ability to com¬ 
pete in the markets, vis-a-vis 


other banks and financial 
institutions. 

On the other hand, for bank 
mergers to realize these advan¬ 
tages. free and effective con> 
petition should be preserved 
for the benefit of the customer 
base. In other words, the 
decline in the number of banks 
should not 'adversely affect 
bank efficiency and customer 
services, nor should it lead to 
some degree of monopoly. 

The Arab Academy for 
Banking and Financial Studies 
is a pan-Arab regional acad¬ 
emy working under' the 
umbrella .of tbe Arab League, 
with two specific major func¬ 
tions—education in the field of 
banking and finance. And pro¬ 
fessional training for the bank¬ 
ing and financial sector.. 

The AABFS covers 21 Arab 
countries and functions to 
bring Arab bankers together 
through training and educa-. 
tional programs. 

' Since it began, tbe Academy 
has graduated more than-1000 
Arabs in banking. Over the last 
five years tbe Academy has 
trained more than 11,000 bank 
employees through its profes¬ 
sional training programs. 

Dr Hadeib continued to say 
that the Academy cooperates 
with local and international 
banking institutes and bodies 
like the American Bankers 
Association, Charted Institute 
of Bankers and the Interna¬ 
tional Securities Markets Asso¬ 
ciation.! 


It’s no good blaming migrant labor! 

IN JORDAN there is a widespread misconception that the 
average citizen does not like to get his hands dirty, anu 
shuns manual work. The argument goes that this is why tney 
are huddled in clerical jobs, behind desks and nut in manual 
woik. They like the 'easy life’ and some sociologists have 
even suggested that the locals have come to consider them¬ 
selves as ‘too good for what they regard as demeaning 
work.' . 

And ultimately this is why the employment market is 
today flooded by expatriate Arab labor namely from Egypt. 

But there is also an underlaying rcasun to this: it has to do 
with the basics of life. Quite'simply, an average Jordanian 
can’t live on the kind of subsistence wages most employers 
are willing to pay. 

This is different in the case of migrant laborers who leave 
their country in search of their livelihood. Because of their 
brand labels as ‘migrant,’ and ‘transitory.' they, as anywhere 
else in the world, come here prepared to do any jobs, and 
inevitably end up in low paid unskilled manual work, that 
only they con do. 

Thus migrant workers in Jordan work in the consuuction 
sectors, as sweepers, agriculturists, waiters, in bakeries, etc. 
As Far as they are concerned—and with enduring hardship— 
they can save enough money to get back to their country and 
start up again. Even the low wages they get in this countiy. 
make a lot of Egyptian pounds when they are converted 
against the dinar. 

It is up to tbe government to react not by taking blinded 
measures of say expelling ail the foreign manpower in this 
countiy—although greater stringent measures are needed to 
organize and control the labor market—but by rational and 
well planned thinking. The government must create jobs by 
creating projects and companies that wilt satisfy the average 
man in. the street by giving him a descent wage packet. 

It is all very well to ‘say leave it to the private sector.* but 
what we have is more like an ‘urban-informal* sector. Most 
private companies have not been able to create the kind of 
large scale projects that give people jobs and can get the 
economy working. 

Unless this is done, wc will continue to blame foreign 
labor forthe lack of job opportunities, and ultimately of our 
economic malaise. M 


Bahraini expo seeks to establish 
strong ties with Jordan 


MORE THAN fifty Bahraini 
companies are taking part in 
the first Bahraini exhibition in 
Jordan to be held from 2-6 June 
at Philadelphia Hotel. 

“Made in Bahrain” is orga¬ 
nized by the Bahraini Trade 
Ministry and the Bahrain Inter¬ 
national Show and the Jordani¬ 
an “Al Madina Information." * 

Industrial products on dis¬ 
play include oil industry equip¬ 
ment, aluminium products, pet¬ 
rochemicals, textiles, garments, 
mechanical instruments, food¬ 
stuffs, furniture, electrical prod¬ 
ucts, plastics, robbers, Bahraini 
tobacco, mineral water, medi¬ 
cal equipment, hotel and hospi¬ 
tals accessories, paper made 
products, paintings, sport 
shoes, Bahraini Jewelry and 
some Bahraini handicrafts. 

Participating institutions in¬ 
clude the Minisfty of Labour 
and Social Affairs. ministries 
of Cabinet Affairs and Informa¬ 
tion, oil and Industry, Bahrain 


Chamber of Trade and Indus¬ 
try and die Bahrain Council for 
Promotion and Marketing. 

A high level Bahraini busi¬ 
ness delegation will be headed 
by the Bahraini Minister of 
Trade, Ali Saleh Al Saleh. 

Mope than 35 Bahraini busi¬ 
nessmen will visit Jordan dur¬ 
ing the expo. They are seek¬ 
ing to establish business ties 
with their counterparts in the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
and make links with importers 
and produces from the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip, Jordan, Leb¬ 
anon, Iraq and Syria. 

The Amman Chamber of In¬ 
dustry will held a seminar to 
discuss future economic rela¬ 
tions between the two. coun¬ 
tries and ways of enhancing in¬ 
vestment opportunities and 
carry out joint ventures be¬ 
tween. 

Other working papers are 
dealing with the potential of 
Commercial and industrial en- 



An oriel view of Bahrain’s national industries 


yironment in Bahrain and the 
incentives this country ‘ pro¬ 
vides for investors. 

Foreign investors are now 


allowed to completely own a 
project in Bahrain without the 
need to have a Bahraini part¬ 
ner. ■ 


UN books promote ‘good governance’ 
for sustainable development 


TWO NEW United Nations 
Development Program Publica¬ 
tions. Governance for Sustaina¬ 
ble Human Development and 
Reconceptualising Governance , 
examine the critical role of 
good governance in promoting 
economic development and en¬ 
larging the choices of all peo¬ 
ple in society to better their liv¬ 
ing conditions. 

Good governance is first and 
foremost participatory, trans¬ 
parent. accountable and equita- 
. hie. It promotes the rule of law 
—not the rule of men—and 
equal justice under the taw. 
Good governance ensures that 
political, social and economic 
priorities are based on broad 
consensus in society and that 
the voices of the poorest and 
most vulnerable are heard in 
the decision-making process. 
Sustainable human develop- 


Tbese include support to; 

■ Governing institutions;' 
legislatures, - judiciaries, and 
electoral bodies 

■ Public and private sector 
management. 

■ Decentralization and sup¬ 
port to local governance 

■ Civil society organiza¬ 
tions , 

■ Governance in special cir-' 
cumslances, such as post-crisis 
situations' 

UNDP is the United Nations 
largest provider of grant fund¬ 
ing for development. Its sup¬ 
port to Strengthening govern¬ 
ance practices and institutions 
aims to foster long-term eco¬ 
nomic growth, social cohesion 
and political stability in devel¬ 
oping and transition countries. 

Governance for Sustainable 
Human Development, provides 
a framework for future assis- 
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raent will not be possible with- v tance in support of good gov- 
out strong, effective and caps- emance projects in developing 
ble governance, says. James and transition countries. Gov- 
Gustave Speth. UNDP Admin- emance is defined as the exer- 
istraior. rise of economic, political and 

More than a third of UNDP administrative authority to 
programme expenditures is cur- manage a country's affairs at 
rentiy allocated to governance all levels. It comprises the pro-, 
projects in developing and Iran- cesses and institutions through 
sition countries. The policy pa- which citizens and groups ar- 
pers identify five priority areas ticulane their interests, exercise 
for governance programming their legal rights, meet rbeir ob- 
thai UNDP believes will best ligations and mediate their <fif- 
* achieve the overall goals of ferences. 
poverty eradication and ‘sustain- This broad concept of gov- 
rable . human development, emance includes not only the 


state, but also the private sector 
-and civil society. All three are 
critical to progress and UNDP 
is now expanding its support to 
civil society organizations and 
the private sector in an effort to 
promote development at every 
level of society. Above ail, 
UNDP aims to promote con¬ 
structive interaction among all 
three sectors to address prob¬ 
lems and take advantage of de¬ 
velopment opportunities at lo¬ 
cal. regional and national 
levels. 

Governance is no longer a 
system in national isolation, 
tbe policy paper observes. 
Rather, governance institutions 
must today interact globally, 
gain inspiration from interna¬ 
tional trends and provide -a na¬ 
tional environment that is con¬ 
ducive to overall development. 
'Hie paper addresses this new 
situation and outlines UNDP’s 
role in helping countries 
strengthen their governance in¬ 
stitutions to beaer meet the po 
• titical arid economic challenges 
posed by the forces of globali¬ 
zation. 

. Reconceptualising Govern¬ 
ance provides an in-depth dis¬ 
cussion on the role of govern¬ 
ance. in development, ft 
.examines the specific impact of 
the three domains of govern¬ 
ance—the' state, tbe private 
sector, and civil society—on 
poverty eradication policy 


promotion of economic growth, 
protection of the environment, 
enhancement of central and lo¬ 
cal government performance, 
Md promotion of gender equal¬ 
ity and social cohesion. 

The publication also ex¬ 
plores the dramatic changes in 
economic, political and soda) 
systems since the early 1980s 
and the impact these changes 
have had on national govern¬ 
ance institutions and sustaina¬ 
ble human development It ex¬ 
amines the challenges posed by 
environmental degradation, ec¬ 
onomic globalisation, religious 
and ethnic tensions, the col- 
.lapse of communism and the 
emergence of regional allianc¬ 
es. it continues with a discus¬ 
sion on the need for building 
governance capacity to effec¬ 
tively promote poverty allevia¬ 
tion. job growth, protection of 
the environment and gender 
equality. 

71)0 final chapter issues a j 
cull for international aid organi¬ 
sations to find ways to incorpo¬ 
rate concepts of good govern¬ 
ance into the design and 1 
implementation of all their de- , 
velopment activities. Good j 
governance practices and insti¬ 
tutions must be enhanced, it 
argues, to enable countries to 
effectively implement policies 
10 achieve sustainable human 
development. ■ 
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BritishBank stresses 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr John 
P. Pascoe is the chief executive 
officer of the BritishBank in 
Jordan. He recent!}- talked to 
The Star about the bank's role 
and the facilities it oilers. Mr 
Pascoe is responsible for 
directing the BritishBank pol¬ 
icy and provides local support 
to HSBC Group entities inter¬ 
ested in establishing business 
links in this country. Excerpts 
Follow: 


BANKING & FINANCE 


How do you see the role of the 
BritishBank in the Jordanian 
economy? 

Our relationship with the area 
dates back more than 100 years 
and we were the pioneer of 
modem banking in ihc region. 

As a member of the HSBC 


Group. BritishBank providex a 
link into its worldwide branch 
network, offering advantages in 
trade finance dealings. St also 
provides access to Group sKfer 
companies specializing in pro¬ 
viding a range of financial ser¬ 
vices including project finance, 
investment products and Off¬ 
shore banking. 

The MiJJIe Tcnnoinur 
Digest (MEED) estimates that 

the region will need to spend in 
excess of $200 hilliun in the 
next decade on infrastructure 
projects ranging from telecom - 
municutions u> power genera¬ 
tion and distribution, water pro¬ 
cessing and seaport 
development 

Within this. Jordan has its 
own ambitious plans The 


capacity and capability of local 
hanks is ultimately going to be 
a key issue for financing many 
nf these projects. 

There will he ihe question of 
capacity uf these banks to meet 
these requirements and the 
shortfall will almost certainly 
have to be mci by international 
financial institutions. The 
HSBC Group with total capital 
in 1996 of over 02 billion has 
significant ability to not only 
assist tHil provide the necessary 
expertise to access the world's 
capital markets. 

Wc arc also the leading pro¬ 
vider of securities and sub- 
custodial services to facilitate 
inward investment to the 
Amman Financial Market. We 
provide lull post-trade services 


Housing Bank’s strategy enhances its 
role in buil di ng sound national economy 


including corporate actions re¬ 
porting and processing, settling 
of trade at the AFM, proxy vot¬ 
ing and portfolio reporting to 
more than 15 global custodi¬ 
ans. fund managers and inter¬ 
national brokers? 

BritishBank is the leading 
local sub custodian in Jordan. 

The BritishBank also pro¬ 
vide Personal Assistance Loans 
(PAL). This is a packaged loan 
for up to JD 10,000. No guar¬ 
antor is required as long as the 
applicants salary is paid to us 
by an employer known to tbe 
Bank. 

BritishBank offers the only 
credit card available in Jordon. 
Interest free credit is offered 
for up to. 45 days and only 10 
percent of outstandings need be 
paid back each month. The 
card is international and JD de¬ 


villing service 
quality unparal¬ 
leled in Jordan. 

We believe that 






our customers 
should have 
access to the full 
range of interna¬ 
tional personal 
ba nkin g products 
and services avail¬ 
able anywhere in 
the world which 
are psmitted by 
local regulations. 
The special ser¬ 
vices that British- 
Bank provide 
include; 

One-stop bank¬ 
ing through 
trained Customer 
Service Represen¬ 
tatives. Our cus- 
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nominated and offers ATM 
functions if required. 

Our ATM card gives access 
to over 35.000 ATMs world¬ 
wide giving access to your 
JOD account in Jordan from 
most countries in the world. 


AMMAN (Star)—A new strategy for 
the Housing Bank has taken the banking 
sector by storm. Its decision taken on 2 
May to start operating as an interna¬ 
tional commercial bank is likely to 
bring stiff competition. Its traditional 
services of offering housing loans for 
clients will of course, continue. 

The next stage of the Bonk's mission 
is seen as port and parcel of the course 
it took over the last 24 years since its 
establishment in 1973. 

In the light of the increase in ils activ¬ 
ities. resources and deposits, and the 
intense competition in the hanking sec¬ 
tor. the Housing Bank gradually 
directed its operations to providing a 
commercial service. The Bank's previ¬ 
ous role to extend housing loans moved 
simultaneously over the few years with 
its commercial task. 

The Bank provided JD 1100 million 
housing loans in 1996. 

In the last meeting of the Bank's gen¬ 
eral assembly. Mr Zuhair Khouri was 
re-elected as chairman and chief execu¬ 
tive officer of the Bank and Abdullah 
A1 Obeid (of the Kuwaiti Real Estate 
and Investment Group 1 became vice 
chairman. Mr Abdul Qader Al Duweik 
now takes over as the Bank's general 
director. 

AI Duweik was deputy general direc¬ 
tor over many years "and joined the 
Bank since its establishment. 

Accompanying these developments 
was the increase of the Housing Bank's 


paid up capital to JD 50 million through 
private subscription. 

Mr AI Duweik said that the Bank 
began its operations on a solid founda¬ 
tion. with a Jordanian-Arab capital con¬ 
tribution which was just JD 25 million. 

Speaking on the Bank's new strategy, 
that of providing a comprehensive com¬ 
mercial banking service. AI Duweik 
said the “the coming stage brings great 
challenges and thus, we have to'pass 
them successfully." 

But Duweik said he is confident that 
the Housing Bank can meet up to the 
challenge. "Our cadres arc fully quali¬ 
fied in the commercial banking world 
and the Bank is functioning according 
to an advanced hanking technological 
base." 

AI Duweik added that the Bank has 
introduced a new auto-service that 
meets the needs of everybody. Also, the 
121 branches of the Housing Bank arc 
linked together and this guarantees a top 
service for clients all over the Kingdom. 

The comprehensive strategy of the 
Bank depends on regional and world¬ 
wide developments in the banking sec¬ 
tor. However, the strategy is targeted at 
increasing the volume of assets and to 
activate banking activities in the light of 
the expected economic and investment 
climate in various sectors of the national 
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economy. 

"Certainly, this will be associated 
with a growth in the Arab and foreign 
investments that is encouraged by an 


attractive investment environment- Al 
Duweik maintained. 

Moreover, the Housing Bank focus is 
on boosting its contribution to cover 
finance and credit instruments. It will 
also embark on a balanced policy to 
extend loans and facilities to help main¬ 
tain good liquidity levels. 

The Bank's strategy includes inten¬ 
sive efforts to improve and develop its 
services by offering more modem bank¬ 
ing services In addition, it has plans to 


co-operate with international institu¬ 
tions to issue investment funds— the 
"Jordan Investment Fund" for instance 
is expected to be formed in the near 
future. 

The Housing Bank managed to main¬ 
tain a high growth ratio in its all activi¬ 
ties in 1996. 

According to its annual report, the 
Pre-tax'-pro fit amounted to JD 10.4 mil¬ 
lion by the end of last year compared 


Continued on page 7 


What special services do you 
offer the local nistomer in 
Jordan. 

The BritishBank, which has 
operated in Jordan since 1949. 
has become increasingly active 
in pioneering a range of per¬ 
sonal banking products and ser¬ 
vices previously unavailable in 
Jordan. The emphasis is now 
on a proactive approach to per¬ 
sonal customers to ensure that 
they are aware of the range of 
custom designed personal 
loans, credit cards and premi¬ 
um banking services available. 
Direct mail, visit programs and 
advertising are ensuring that 
the Bank '5 customers are 
aware, not only of the Bank's 
international standards, but 
also of its desire to offer its 
customers a high quality of ser¬ 
vice. 

BritishBank offers one of the 
most accessible personal bank¬ 
ing packages to employees of 
leading firms in Jordan together 
with die only credit card cur¬ 
rently on offering in the market. 
The message, that BritishBank 
is here for the private individual 
as well as the corporate custom¬ 
er has been welcomed in the 
market place. With the accent 
on well-trained approachable 
staff. British Bank is demon¬ 
strating its commitment to pro 


tomer Service 
Representatives Pascoe 
are specifically 
trained to meet our 
customers enquiries and bank¬ 
ing needs. All transactions 
except the traditional cash trans¬ 
actions can be handled at one 
desk with one person meaning 
that the customer gets fast accu¬ 
rate service every visit 

Ail of our larger account rela¬ 
tionships are managed by an 
■ yroiinf relationship officer. The 
senior officer will be familiar 
with the company, institution or 
individuals needs and therefore 
ready to tailor services to tbe 
specific customer. The account 
holders do not need to be bor¬ 
rowers from us 10 warrant this 
service. 

The other final product we 
offer is the Hexagon, which is 
our electronic banking system 
which you can lick up to your 
own computer, and can operate 
your account from your desktop 
24 hours a day. 




total deposits, in ,‘9fr 
were-7125% of• totakderail 
Growth in advances was <£21 
in *96 compared with I4.7%;j 
1995. ; • 

These figures indicate a-feye 
ling off in growth during Js*| 
which reflects our own imprc 
si on of performance,;: r ' »,?i 




Does the much talked abo ffissp y : 
merger into forger, 
help to create a more 
banking sector and "NH'-Mif-. 
create a more stable barring? 
sector and therefore a , : xrwit£el^.'-' 
stable economy? ’ 

The growth of the banking,^^-;! 
sector for the last 10 years -hay-k^'-. 
been enormous. Total assers^ ffi'ffiy " 
banks since 1989 has growfl^®^ 
from $2.5 billion to caireoL^ji 
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from $2.5 billion to 


assets of $8.7 billion. ThiSri 


How would yon evaluate 
the performance of the bank¬ 
ing sector in Jordan? 

The financial highlights of 
the banking sector is consoli¬ 
dated and shows the following: 

. The growth in total asset was 
5.1% in ‘96 compared to IZl% 
in 95. Deposit growth in *96 
was 3.9% compared with 7.8% 
in *95. 

Also the increase in interest 
rates in *96 contributed to the 
growth in TMDs in 19% as a 
percentage of total deposits. 

In *95 TMDs were 68.5% of 


significant growth and dUrutgl M^ .: 
this period the finandal-sectdr^f^-.: 
■has been subject "to . 

reform designed to 'strengttateu>;*^£; 
the system in general. . -; 

On top of that, whilst - thereat. .; - 
has been a number of spedafe,^i|- 
ized institutions which haVe .|^^ . 
■been- formed, to provide saog:^{^>; 
specialized services, the bahlfS£::£:.; 
ing sector-as such <tommaies:^;&--- 
smaJI number of local banks. 
the banking sector in getbiC^-- " 
could benefit - positively, .' 

some of the smaller banks could: 
themselves benefit positively ?■£%',. 
merging and spreading theft; 
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Officer. 


The Housing Bank would like to inform the public of its relaunching as a-full- 
fledged commercial bank as of May 97 extending all commercial banking 
services as the rest of local, Arab and international banks . : 
Whatever your banking needs are, the Housing Bank has the ability and the 
experience to accommodate them , whether private . W 

or commercial banking, 

Our commitment to serve customers will enable us to introduce 
new and advanced commercial banking services in Jordan and 

around the world . 






One Face - All the answers 






Banking has never been so convenient and friendly . Our Customer Service Officers 
can guide you through the full range of international banking services from deposit 
accounts to credit cards. Trained by one of the largest international banks to give 
comprehensive, face to face advice and assistance on local and global banking matters 
let our Customer Service Officers help you with all your banking needs. 

For more information meet your friendly Customer Service Officer at your local 

global branch or call our Customer enquiry hot lines: 770810 ext. 28, 607471 ext. 106 
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With new name, former Zaire begins 
process of rebuilding nation 


By Lynne Duke 

KINSHASA, Congo—The rebel 
movement that toppled Mobutu 
Sese Seko and seized control of 
this country last Monday took its 
first tentative steps toward fixing 
the ruined economy and civic 
fife of this vast capital city. 

At the same tune, members of 
the business elite that benefited 
from Mobutu's autocratic rule 
sought assurances about their 
standing with the new 
government. 

The explosion of euphoria that 
has gripped Kinshasa since the 
rebels entered on la& Saturday 
continued Monday as civil ser¬ 
vants returned to their jobs and 
merchants returned to their mar¬ 
ket stalls. 

But new tensions could be felt 
in some quarters because of spi¬ 


raling prices, food and gasoline 
shortages and the general eco¬ 
nomic anarchy brought on by 
Kinshasa’s faLL 

And with officials of Laurent 
Kabila’s Alliance of Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo-Zaize spreading their mil¬ 
itary apparatus throughout the 
city, the hunt was under way for 
suspected enemies. 

Two days after a sweep into 
the city that left 222 of its 5 mil¬ 
lion people dead, alliance offi¬ 
cials set up headquarters at the 
posh Inter. Continental HoteL 
The corridors were filled all day 
with the anxious din of hundreds 
of business, political and civic 
tenders, all awaiting does on 
how the alliance will govern. 

Jose Endondo Bononge, 
chairman of the National Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, said business 


leaders are eager to participate in 
alliance plans. “We are here to 
make this country work.” he 
said. 

Now that their military victory 
is sealed after a seven-month 
drive across Africa’s thiid- 
largest nation, the alliance's first 
political signals came in the form 
of a town hall-style meeting with 
business leaders. The alliance’s 
planning minister, Babi Mbayi, 
sought their comments and ques¬ 
tions on several issues, such as 
currency fluctuation and the flow 
of goods around the country. 

Regarding business leaders 
who flourished under—and 
because of—Mobutu’s corrupt 
and venal government. Mbayi 
offered assurances to the crowd 
of about 500. 

“We are a government that 
foigives" he said. “We will not 



An officer in Mobutu's Presidential Guard is executed in by a rebel soldier in Kinshasa, 
Monday. 


waste our time hunting people or 
settling scores.” 

That reassuring and participa¬ 
tory style of leadership seemed 
to contradict, however, the alli¬ 
ance's declaration that Kinsha- 
sarts, especially the poor, will 
need to undergo ideological 
reeducation. 

The alliance has employed the 
technique in many cities seized 
during its military campaign, 
making indoctrination classes a 
prerequisite for those seeking 
jobs within the alliance. Also to 
be instituted here are dozen 
“cells'' at the neighborhood level 
to maintain order. 

Repeating what alliance offi¬ 
cials have said for months. Deo- 
g rating Bugera, an ntlianrg 
spokesman, said Monday that 
political reeducation in the post- 
Mobutu era will be a first step to 
holding elections. Alliance offi¬ 
cials say Zairians are beset by a 
“spirit of submission and servil¬ 
ity” dating from the days of colo¬ 
nialism and exploited further by 
Mobutu's three decades of cal¬ 
lous rule. Bugera said in the alli¬ 
ance's first news conference 
here. 

Kabila, who remained in tbe 
southern city of Lubumbasbi on 
Monday, has announced an 
interim national government, 
and he has pledged to establish a 
constituent assembly in 60 days. 

Although Kabila, who has 
proclaimed himself president, 
has assured Foreign nations that 
elections ultimately will be held, 
his officials have set no date: 
Opinion polling—an inexact sci¬ 
ence here—suggests that Kabila 
would not win the presidency. 
Many people see him as a valiant 
liberator but say they hope to 
finally have a choice for presi¬ 
dent—something Mobutu never 
allowed. 

Kabila's alliance has renamed 
Zaire the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums said 
in Washington that the United 


States will refer to (he country by 
its new name—actually the 
name it adopted at independence 
in 1960. only to have Mobucu 
change it in 1971. 

“Zaire went away on Friday 
afternoon,” Bums said, pegging 
the change to the point at which 
Mobutu fled Kinshasa. “That 
country has vanished” 

The name change is sure to 
create confusion, and perhaps 
diplomatic friction. with 
Congo’s neighbor, the Republic 
of Congo. 

But alliance officials have 
many more immediate and 
pressing problems to contend 
with, all of which converge on 
Kinshasa. Tire commercial infra¬ 
structure has been so pillaged 
and neglected by Mobutu and 
his ruling circle that banks are 
only marginal economic players: 
most commerce is conducted m 
the informal sector or block mar¬ 
ket. Roads are so rutted that cars 
can be swallowed by gaping pot¬ 
holes. Electricity does not oper¬ 
ate in many neighborhoods. 
Effective health care is virtually 
nonexistent, while malaria and 
other diseases run rampant. 

On the political front. Kin¬ 
shasa was tied in political knots 
for seven years as Mobutu's sup¬ 
porters and their parliamentary 
opponents wrangled over demo¬ 
cratic reforms but never actually 
produced them. 

Kabila’s movement has sent 
mixed messages to opposition 
figures who demand a role in the 
new government. 

With the arrival of Kabila's 
forces, many of whom are ethnic 
Tuisis from eastern Zaire or 
Rwanda, yet another volatile de¬ 
ment has entered the mix. Thir¬ 
teen patients were removed from 
a Kinshasa hospital today by 
rebel soldiers, who beat them 
and took them to a rebel camp, a 
health official said. Reportedly 
among them wen: several men 
suspected of being Rwandan 
Hums who fought against the 


rebels on the side of Mobutu's 
army. 

Over the weekend, several sol¬ 
diers in Mobutu's armed forces 
were killed by angry mobs, but 
most soldiers’ deaths appear to 
have occurred at the hands of 
rebels in a series of relatively 
minor battles in Kinshasa with 
tbe few holdouts of Mobutu’s 
forces. At least one soldier was 
summarily executed by alliance 
troops. 

- The total death toll for the 
weekend takeover stood at 222 


Monday, the International Com¬ 
mittee of the Red Cross said. 

The occupation of the city sent 
scores of high-level military and 
political figures who were close 
to Mobutu across ihc Congo 
River in bools to Brazzaville, 
ca pital of the Republic of Congo. 

Among them was one of 
Mobutu’s sons, CipL Mobutu 
Kongolo of the military’s Special 
Presidential Division, who is 
nicknamed “Saddam Hussein" 
and is reviled by many. Kabila's 


forces have accused him ol kill¬ 
ing Mobutu Sese Seko s lau 
defense minister and army c'uef 
ol staff. Cien. Maliele l-ieko 
Bukungo. win* h.td warned the 
elder Mobutu ih.it Kinshasa 
could not be delemlevl Iron? the 
onslaught. The general w.is 
assassinated while itying t” per¬ 
suade ibe loyal presidential divi¬ 
sion u> by down its anus- ■ 

lA Times- 1 > ashingUin Foa 
Sews Service 


The hungry Iraqis 

What’s behind the blame game 


By Scott Peterson 

KARBALA, Iraq—In 1985, 
long before the 1991 Gulf War, 
it was a spectacle that drew 
doctors form across Iraq: 
“There was one case of malnu¬ 
trition," recalls Abdul Kareem 
Salal. a doctor at the children's 
hospital in Karbala, "and it was 
like a disaster. Nobody had 
ever seen it before.” 

But for Iraqis today— nearly 
seven years after president Sad¬ 
dam Hussein invaded Kuwait 
and the United Nations- 
imposed sanctions—those days 
are over. 

For many like Dr Salal, the 
increased Iraqi suffering has 
reached crisis point. 

“Now you walk into any 
hospital, and there are a dozen 
people in each room who are 
malnourished,” he says. 

Few doubt that the lack of 
food in Iraq is exacting a grow¬ 
ing toll. But few agree on the 
real reasons that several thou¬ 
sand children die each month. 

Bombarded by the anti-west 
rhetoric, most Iraqis blame the 
UN sanctions, which the US as 
chief proponent—wants ■ in 
place until Iraq's capacity to 
invade its oil-exporting neigh¬ 
bours is eliminated 

But among UN and Western 
relief officials and diplomats, 
sanctions are only port of the 
problem. 

They point to Iraq's refusal 
to take advantage of humanitar¬ 
ian exemptions and to its mas¬ 
sive military spending in the 
1980's, which wrecked the 
economy even before the Gulf 
war. 

They also note its cynical 
manipulation of the “sanctions 
card" that appears to have rein¬ 


forced Saddam’s rule. 

US officials insist that sanc¬ 
tions target Iraq's leadership 
and aren’t meant as a collective 
punishment for the war. 

But images of emaciated 
children, juxtaposed against a 
steady supply of pricey new 
cars on the streets of Baghdad 
for the ruling elite, are steadily 
undermining support for the 
embargo. 

"It's clear the government is 
not weakened at all," says a 
western relief official. "They 
use sanctions to strengthen 
their grip. It raises a lot of 
questions: are these sanctions 
■ effective?” 

In the children's hospital at 
Karbala, the impact is obvi¬ 
ous—at time seven resembling 
cases of famine in Africa, one 
two-year-old boy. Amjit, is 
barely 12 pounds. 

“We have many, many like 
this.” says Salal.. 

Accurate figures are difficult 
to come by, but a 1995 
UNICEF report noted that 28 
percent of the children under 
five years old were underdevel¬ 
oped. Across Iraq, more than 
half the hospitalized children 
are malnourished. 

“So what if the monthly 
death toll is 4,500 (the Iraqi 
figure for child deaths) or if it 
is 4.299—it is all semantics,” 
says Philippe Heppnick, the 
Belgian head of the UN chil¬ 
dren’s fund in Iraq. “What is 
important is that there is a seri¬ 
ous problem for children today, 
and it’s deteriorating fast." 

For a country that boasted an 
oil-driven per capita income of 
more than $8,000 in 1979. the 
fall has been hard. Income has 
dropped to less than $500 a 
year, and 15 percent of the 


population of 22 
million is now at 
risk of 

malnutrition. 

The UN con¬ 
siders the situa¬ 
tion throughout 
Iraq to be “dis¬ 
mal.” with the 
“majority” of the 
civilian popula¬ 
tion believed to 
be living below 
the poverty line. 

But it says sanc¬ 
tions aren’t only 
to blame. 

Iraq’s ability 
to maintain a 
high standard of 
living began to 
slip well before 
the Gulf war. The 
long Iran-lraq 
war of the 1980’s hurt Iraq’s 
oil production, saddled it with 
tens of billions in debt, and 
soaked up well over half the 
national budgeL 

Though Iraq’s annual for¬ 
eign exchange earnings grew 
50-fold from 1970 to 1980, to 
$26 billion, it was squandered 
on a war that Iraq initiated. 

UN Security Council resolu¬ 
tions since 1990 have all car¬ 
ried humanitarian-aid and food 
exemptions. And for years Iraq 
rejected an oil-for-food deal— 
closely supervised by the UN 
—that allows the sale of $2 bil¬ 
lion of Iraqi oil every six 
months to buy food and medi¬ 
cine and pay war reparations. 
Sanctions are to be lifted when 
the UN certifies that ail of 
Iraq's extensive missile and 
weapons of mass destruction 
programs—nuclear, chemical, 
and biological—are eliminated. 
Due to Iraqi obfuscation, UN 



officials say. that day will not 
come soon. 

Iraqi officials. However, 
they accuse the US of trying to 
maintain its dominance in the 
region by permanently dis¬ 
abling Iraq’s military and tech¬ 
nological prowess. 

“America and the UN know 
(all weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion) have been destroyed by 


their hands, but they use it as 
an excuse to keep sanctions to 
hurt the Iraqi people.” claims 
Minister of Trade Mahdi 
Mohamed Saleh. “They’ve 
killed I million people. That is 
the crime. It is bigger than 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. ■ 

Christian Science Monitor 


Mobutu seeks place of refuge 
after retreat from Kinshasa 


By William Drozdiak 

RABAT, Morocco—So where 
is he? The plush Hotel Amphi- 
trite, a few miles down the 
Atlantic coast from this capital, 
has been sequestered for his 
convenience and surrounded 
by gendarmes. But there have 
been no sightings of the man in 
the leopard-skin hat. 

Since he pulled out of Kin¬ 
shasa last week to his northern 
refuge of Gbadolite. Mobutu 
Sese Seko's humiliating retreat 
from power has started to 
assume the inglorious wander¬ 
ings of a modem Flying 
Dutchman. 

He was reported to have 
flown into this North African 
monarchy Sunday, but officials 
close to King Hasson II insisted 
Monday that he never arrived. 
Paltce sources say that even if 
Mobutu does avail himself of 
Moroccan hospitality, he would 
be granted only temporary 
refuge. 

Another possible destination 
is Liechtenstein, but the tiny 
tax haven in the Alps has made 
it abundantly dear that Mobutu 
would not be welcome. France 
reportedly is Mobutu’s per¬ 
sonal preference, but his pres¬ 
ence there before national elec¬ 
tions arc held this month could 
be a severe embarrassment for 
President Jacques Chirac and 
his political allies. 

Once hailed as a friend of 
the West and an African bul¬ 
wark in the geopolitical strug¬ 
gle against communism. 
Mobutu is discovering that the 
outside world can be a harsh 
and unwelcoming place for a 
disgraced dictator. 

News services reported last 
Monday that Mobutu's first 
stop after he fled his stronghold 
in what was then still called 
Zaire on Saturday night was 
the West African country of 
Togo. He was said to be resting 
there and commiserating about 
his bleak prospects with his 
host, Gnassingebe .Eyadema, 
whose reputation for plunder¬ 
ing his nation’s resources 
approaches that of his notori¬ 
ous guesL 

Representatives of Congo’s' 
new leader, Laurent Kabila, 
have declared that any country 
offering shelter to Mobutu 
would be committing “an 
unfriendly acL" They said they 
will press for his early extradi¬ 
tion so be can stand trial— 
possibly before an international 
tribunal—for the abuses he is 
accused of perpetrating during 
nearly 32 years in power. 

French officials say those 
threats will not influence any. 
decision about granting 


Britishfiank stresses quality 
of services for its clients 

Continued from page 6 

own risk, but the increase in size gives them a 
better opportunity to compete with the larger 
local banks. 

As an international banking group, how 
does the BritishBank view the regional eco¬ 
nomic situation? 

We view the economic situation as stable and 
look forward to steady growth. 

Actions taken as a result of past financial 
shocks such os the collapse in oil prices some 
years ago have lead to the introduction of better 
financial management and economic planning. 

We see the Jordan economy as performing 
soundly under tbe auspices of the IMF adjust¬ 
ment programme. 

Today the GDP averages at 5-6%, the under¬ 
lying inflation rate is low and the fiscal targets 
are being met 

Our own forecasts anticipate a period of con¬ 
solidation for the economy during 1997 but 
picking up again in 1998. ■ 


HousingBank’s strategy 
enhances its role in building 
sound national economy 

Continued from page 6 

with JD10.2 million in 1995. Its assets rose by 
JD 33 million compared with 1995 to reach JD 
1.136 billion. 

Its reserve balance rose to hit JD 56.3 million, 
more than double its paid up capital. Sharehold¬ 
ers rights went up to JD 81.3 million. This puts 
the Housing Bank in second rank among Jorda¬ 
nian banks. 

The growth ratio in deposits at the Housing 
Bank exceeded the total deposits of the whole of 
the banking sector in the country.' The Banks 
client's deposits stood at 5.5%, while those of 
the banking sector as a whole were 3.5%. 

Total housing loons offered by Ihc Housing 
Bank in 1996 was JD 225 million. 

Since its foundation the Bank has extended 
housing loans worth JD 2266 million. 

The Housing Bonk has two branches in Pales¬ 
tine. one in Gaza and the other in Nablus: it also 
plans to open a third branch in that city some¬ 
time this year. ■ 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
In cooperation with 
Pennsylvania State University, USA 

present 

THE ORCHESTRA OF THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 

and Pu-Qi Jiang, visiting conductor 

Special Appearance 

James Lyon, violin 

Wednesday, 28 May 1997- 830 pjn. 

, . The Royal Cultural Center-MainTheatre 

Ticket price: JD 7 

The program features Egmont 
Overture by Beethoven, Violin 
Concerto by Max' Bruch and 
Symphony No. 8. by Antonin 
Dvorak. 


Tickets available at 

- Alahlla Abeb Superstore, tel. 688481 

- ABssar Rowers. teL 5527695 

- Artisans, teL 647858 
-Babiche. teL 661322 

- Caffe Mofcu ceL 856285 

- Music Box. teL 815745 

- Philadelphia Book Gallery. teL 5515861 

- Radisson SAS Hotel, tel. 607100 
-Safeway.teL 685311 

- The Royal Cultural Center. teL 669026 

- The National Musk Conservatory, teL 687620 



Mobutu 


Mobutu permission 
lo slay in ihcir 
country. He has 
traveled regularly 
in the past to 
France, where he 
owns a villa worth 
more than $5 mil¬ 
lion near Nice. He 
has expressed a 
desire to settle 
there to continue 
treatment for his 
prostate cancer in 
nearby Monaco, 
according to West¬ 
ern diplomats here. 

A French For¬ 
eign Ministry 
spokesman said the 
government has not 
brdached (he issue 
because it has not 
received a formal 
request from 
Mobutu. “Wc do 
not know his inten¬ 
tions yet.” he said. 

Nonetheless. French com¬ 
mentators have stressed thuL 
Chirac and his governing allies 
are worried that allowing 
Mobutu into the country would 
magnify opposition charges 
that the ruling center-right alli¬ 
ance committed serious blun¬ 
ders that have undermined 
France’s stature in Africa. 

Until France’s election cam¬ 
paign is over and Chirac 
decides it is politically safe to 
let Mobutu into the country. 
Western diplomats and Moroc¬ 
can officials say it would he 
plausible on several counts for 
King Hassan to offer tempo¬ 
rary refuge id the fallen 
dictator. 

Like the Shah of Iran, who 
traveled to Morocco on his first 
voyage into exile, Mobutu is 
afflicted with a life-threatening 
disease. 

“Hassan has a special bond 
with powerful rulers who suffer 
a bad twist of fate. He also 
wants to stand by those who 
support Morocco’s sovereignty 
claipis in southern Sahara, and 



Mobutu was it strong ally on 
that issue." a senior Western 
diplomat said. 

In the 1970s. king Hassan 
dispatched some of Morocco’s 
crack troops to help Mobutu's 
army put down a secessionist 
movement in Zaire's copper- 
rich Shaba province. But two 
months ago. when Mohulu 
stopped here lo plead for new 
military assistance to resist 
Kabila's advances, the king 
refused. 

Even more than bailing out 
Mobutu. Hassan would relish 
the opportunity to provide n 
big favor to liis close friend. 
Chirac. The Moroccan king 
was dismayed by the ileteriora- 
tion in relations with France 
under Chirac's Socialist prede¬ 
cessor, Francois Mitterrand. 

Among his many foreign 
properties, Mobutu owns an 
ornate palace in the southern 
Moroccan oasis of Marrakech. 


LA Tones- Washington Post 
News Service 
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By Sandy Gall 

THE BOY looked about 10. 
although he turned out to be 15. 
■Small, slight as most Vietna¬ 
mese are' nice-looking and 
exceptionally well-mannered. 
He proffered the usual collec¬ 
tion of postcards, and unusually 
a couple of hooks as well. "The 
Quiet American." he said in his 
well-modulated English. 

"Let me sec." I said, sur¬ 
prised. taking the slim, green, 
plastic-covered volume from his 
little pile. At llret I could not 
believe the whole of Graham 
Greene's masterpiece could be 
contained in that almost wafer- 
thin format. Bui it was. all 288 
pages of iL although some were 
fainter than others: a pirate pho¬ 
tocopy of the latest Penguin 
edition. 

“A dollar." 1 said. I had 
already discovered in the 24 
hours 1 had been back in Sai¬ 
gon. or Ho Chi Minh City to 
give it its official name, that 
everything costs SI. 

“Two dollars." the hoy said, 
jpoliicly but firmly. 

We were standing outside the 
Continental, where Greene 
always. stayed and where 
Fowler met Pyle, the quiel 
American, for the first lime. 
They met of course on- the ter¬ 
race. where everyone used to 
gather for a drink in the eve¬ 
ning: prostitutes, pimps, politi¬ 
cians. journalists. French colo¬ 
nels. American contractors. 
Vietcong agents and little girls 
.selling necklaces of sweel- 
smclling jasmine. 

The terrace, alas, is no more, 
pulled down in 1975 by the 
communist authorities who pre¬ 
sumably thought it was too con¬ 
ducive to tree speech, and thus 
subversive. 

"Go im." said Sally, “don’t 
he mean. Give him .V2.” I gave 
in. just in case the great man's 
ghost was watching. His last 
sale of the day completed, the 
little boy walked demurely 
a wav across the square. 

It was about Ml in the eve¬ 
ning. and we had just spent a 


pleasant hour in the 
garden of the Conti- §■’ 
nental. set in an 
inner courtyard 
which looked largely 
unchanged, with the ^■gSi 
old garden furniture. 
and the old drinks' 
lisL Manhattan. Tom 
Collins. Margarita. Isttj 
Tequila Sunrise. jB 
White Lady...they I B Sp 
were all there, faint HbK| 
echoes of a more Bjl Slg . 
stylish past. ;f5|Rc6!( 

The past waylaid Pj|8^R 
me everywhere i 
went in Saigon. We 
stayed in the Majcs- glsjsf-SS*] 
lie Hotel on the river V- 

front where I had pj&Pfll 
watched the final tvy- (f) 
disintegration of the 
South Vietnamese if ** *£§&; 
regime in 1975. As | Hi 
people desperately L, VK 
scrambled to board ®j* Wm 
the ships moored Ht W 
along the quay. I Kw 
saw one family 
hoisting dieir pos- mM 
sessions up over the fBffi * 
side, including an 
aged grandmother 
who was passed from 
hand to hand like a paper pared. 

Now Lhe Majestic is all mar¬ 
ble and polished brass, and a 
smartly dressed Vietnamese girl 
plays very passable Scott Joplin 
on the piano at breakfast. 

The sLreel that runs up to the 
Continental from the Majestic, 
once the most famous street in 
Indochina, called Rue Catiniu 
by the French, then Tu Do by 
the South Vietnamese, and now 
Dong Khoi by the Communists, 
used to hum with girlie bars 
selling an insipid but costly con¬ 
coction called Saigon tea. ”Ynu 
buy me one Saigon tea." the 
girls would lisp, nestling up 
against you. and trying to work 
out how many dollars vnu were 
good for. 

The Liberty, where we dined 
one night, reminded me of the 
girlie bars, although there was 
no Saigon tea. only Black Label 
and Napa Valley Red. and iwn 
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mini-skirted ehantcuses Robert 
Mondavi Cabernet Sauvigimn 
called Stock bridge, and ate deli¬ 
cious praw ns and cnih: lhe sea¬ 
food in Vietnam is still 
excellent. 

The streets .ire even more fre¬ 
netic than they used to be. 
swarming with motorbikes .md 
scooters, all see sawing alnnn- 
inglv from lane l*» lane, and 
criss-crossing apparently at ran¬ 
dom. while the drivers and 
sometimes as many as three pas¬ 
sengers weave their way precar¬ 
iously between lorries, buses 
and cyclists. 

The cyclists, often school¬ 
girls. are the most elegant, usu¬ 
ally clad in the national costume, 
the light-filling sheath-like no 
dai (pronounced mr :ui\ which 
make:' every Vietnamese girl 
l»*ok like a minlel. Although 
bannevl by the Communists 
Irani M»75 to l**Xh. the ./.a 


has made >t spectacular come¬ 
back. and is now the official 
school uniform lor girls. 

in the Giac Lam Pagoda in 
Cliolmi. Saigon's huge China¬ 
town. | was reminded that bti 
pci cent of all Vietnamese are* 
Buddhist', and that Buddhism 
will prohahlv even a more last¬ 
ing inllucnue on ihe \ ietnamese 
than Marxism. We stood in the 
meen-e-sweei dusk of the tem¬ 
ple. listening to a venerable 
bon/e sounding his prayer gong 
and recalling tliai the Buddhists 
were mainly responsible for 
bringing about the downfall of 
the dkfaior. President D'Cin. in 

Diem and his brother took 
reiuge in a catholic church in 
Cliolmi. anil were assassinated 
shortly alter surrendering to the 
coup leaders Strange that such a 
gentle religion muld precipitate 
sikh a blot id v outcome. 
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As we were about to leave the 
pagoda, we heard a soft, contin¬ 
uous chattering. "What's that.’’ 
Pam asked. ' looking rather 
alarmed. “Birds." someone said. 


"in a cage, over there.” We 
finally spotted them, a score of 
tiny finches crammed in a cage 
[hat was far too smalL As our 
British sense of fair play rase up 
in indignation, a Vietnamese 
hovering discreetly in the back¬ 
ground came forward and 
explained, partly in dumb show, 
that the birds were there to be 
released, in propitiation of the 
spirits. “Very soon." he smiled 
consolingly, "birds fly away.” 
We all left feeling much 
happier. 

Dalai, our next stop after Sai¬ 
gon. is like an Alpine time cap¬ 
sule. cocooned in groves of 
pines, the air bright and fra¬ 
grant. To the eye, it has 
changed little since the days of 
the French, and the summer pal¬ 
ace of Bao Dai. the last Vietna¬ 
mese Emperor, still alive and 
living in Paris, has been pre¬ 
served as a museum. An art 
dcco curiosity, it looks as if the 
French had skimped on the bud¬ 
get. permitting only basic furni¬ 
ture and fittings. But I did like 
the big balcony outside Bao 
Dai’s bedroom, which the 
Emperor used, as the guide put 
it, for “moonwaiching and 
breeze-getting." 

Bao Dai liked shooting tigers 
too. and did his best to extermi¬ 
nate the species, still plentiful in 
the 1940s and 1950s. but now 
found only in Vietnam's biggest 


An* 



wildlife reserve, the Yok Don 
National Park, north-west of 
Dalat on the Cambodian bonder. 

But:it~was the old Imperial 
capital of. Hue which held, the 
most poignant memories for 
me. Built on the Perfume River, 
so-called because of the scent of. 
the blossoms drifting on- its 
placid waters. Hue was for 150 
years the borne of the Vietna¬ 
mese emperors. In 1968. during- 
the Tet Offensive, the Citadel 
was occupied by the' North 
Vietnamese army, until the 7 
Americans sent in the Marines:! 

There was heavy fighting, 
and much destruction. Miracu¬ 
lously. the Thai Hoa. Palace of 
Supreme Harmony, was spared 
1 remember visiting it only a 
few hours after the Marines had 


recaptured the Citadel and 
: hoisted the ..Scars and . Stripes- 
Although the ground was lit¬ 
tered with the debris of war, the 
palace was. stHI intact. 

.•.•"blow it has been retumed to 
its fonrier glory. Of the 80 iron- 
wood columns which supported 
the roof of the Throne Room, 
only two . had to- be replaced. 
Seventy-eight, of the original' 
■columns have been restored and 
repainted with 13 coats of red 
ami gold lacquer,. which took 
siit months'to dry. Twenty-nine- 
years, later, with the memories 
of that battle no more than a 
firint echo, the Palace of 
Supreme Harmony has recov¬ 
ered its ancient calm. ■ 
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By Michivo Nakamoto 

THE SALARYMAN. The man in the blue 
synthetic suit. Hie selfless, salaried samurai 
whose office efforts were dedicated to the 
causes of company and country', whose fam- 
I ily name was proudly placed second to that 
i of Mitsui. Sumitomo and Mitsubishi. 

The rustless cog in the machine that 
dragged the country from deprivation to 
domination.in four decades. The almost per¬ 
fect employee whose eternal devotion was 
reciprocated by company and borrowed by 
the makers of western management manuals. 
The “model worker" of capitalist realism and 
a national hero. 

Even at its peak, the corporate cult of 
the salaryman was unglamorous. Every 
morning! dressed in a non-deseripi two- 
piece. perhaps bought a! a nondescript 
retailer called Taka-Q. and clutching a __ 
wom-leather briefcase, the harried sal a- «Si 
ryman could be seen walking briskly or 
pedalling his bicycle to the nearest train 
station in Greater Suburbia. Japan. 

The ride into town was an hour-long 
journey of guaranteed, clammy claus¬ 
trophobia in a carriage smelling of too 
much hair grease and yesterday's sake. 

The reward for the journey was a seal at 
a long desk with built-in hierarchy. 

The superior salaryman, the section 
chief, whose job you craved, sat to the 
left and lorded over you in the same 
way that you lorded over the more jun¬ 
ior colleague on your right. The burden 
was carried into the bar after work, 
where deference hardly dissipated after 
three drinks. 

BuL even for those aware that the 
prestige came with pain, there were 
social certainties that doubled as the pil¬ 
lars of fvrsonaliiy. Throughout the 
golden era of Japanese economic 
growth. Ihe salaryman knew that as 
long'as lie worked as hard as the next 
man. and didn’t leave the office too 
early, his job was rock-solid secure, his *n 
income would rise inevitability with aft 
seniority, his living standard would 
improve, and his identity was clearly and per¬ 
petually defined. 

Tumita was worn out. For some time, it 
had become burdensome to talk or play with 
his children. Nor could he keep his wife eom- 
pany...”how many more years do I have to 
live like thisT' The Baby Boom Generation. 
Taichi Sakaiya. 

The salaryman is still sitting by the win¬ 
dow. contemplating the clock, watching for 
executive movements in the corridor, white 
the world is passing him by. Japan has risen, 
inspired by a paranoia in the US and Europe, 
and peaked. Japanese companies, like their 
western counterparts, are up against hungry, 
low-rent competitors in east Asia. The eco¬ 
nomic fundamentals are not favourable and 
lifetime employment is an unaffordable 
luxury. . i 

More disturbing is the, turn of the social 
tide. The salaryman is now a figure of fun. 
not a role model. The honour and glory of 
total devotion is seen as almost mindless 
mediocrity. He is a misfit Perceptions have 
been changing gradually over the past dec¬ 
ade. but the salaryman superstar can be pro¬ 
nounced dead. If he were a warrior, he would 
have already committed-seppuku. 

There were early signs in ihe mid-1980s, 
in the satirical film. Congratulatory Speech 
(Shukuji). Ryosuke Saoiome is a living por¬ 
trait of supreme dedication, but his unspec¬ 
tacular achievements are challenged when, 
one day. he is asked to give a speech at the 
wedding of the vice president's son an hon¬ 
our tar beyond the abilities he has haplessly 
cultivated. Day and night he frets, hying to 
devise a clever speech that will please and 
not offend his superiors. 

After much hard work and worry, Sao- 
comc comes across the perfect anecdote. But, 
just before he is scheduled to deliver his 
speech, his immediate boss tells precisely the 


same story he had so carefully prepared. The 
cruel turn of events leaves him crestfallen, 
humiliated and speechless. 

"The Japanese have worked veiy hard 
throughout Ihe postwar years, the economy 
has grown to a certain extent amid stable 
prices and Japan is supposedly an affluent 
and comfortable place to live, but, for salary¬ 
men in their 30s and 40s. we cannot feel that 
affluence." says a report put- together by 
bright young businessmen belonging to the 
Kehzai Dovukai uhe Association of Execu¬ 
te es) who call themselves the Group 94 after 
the year in which they felt compelled to 
convene. 

The Group 94 is designing a new model of 



The Japanese labor force. Are the feeling the 
affluence of their hard work? 


salaryman, a professional in his field who 
invests in his own personal improvement, 
spends time with his family and friends, goes 
fishing at weekends and voluntarily works 
for the good of the community. This advice 
was taken by Kunitake Fujita, who left IBM 
Japan, where he had worked loyally for 28 
years, to train the disabled: IT believe my 
work at IBM contributed to social good but 
only in an indirect way. Here, 1 feel every 
day that I am contributing to society and that 
gives me a purpose in life.’’ - 

But the transition is raking a toll. The 
National Police Agency has identified men 
between the ages of 40 and 59 as the group 
recording by far the largest increase in sui¬ 
cide since 1990. 

Some cases are the traditional taking of 
responsibility for large errors, but many oth¬ 
ers are the result of a personal crisis a Tokyo 
hospital reports that more than 70 per cent or 
men in ttieir 40s and 50s seeking treatment 
for depression express the desire to commit 
suicide. 

Companies must take blame. An endless 
series of scandals has undermined their pres¬ 
tige and that of their workers. From Sumi¬ 
tomo Corporation to Daiwa Bank and 
Nomura Securities, fine reputations stretch¬ 
ing back into the last century have been sul¬ 
lied in the 1990s. These same companies are 
cutting staff and transferring mainstream 
workers to less prestigious, more obscure 
subsidiaries. Only 38 per cent of Japanese 
companies surveyed this year by the Nikkei- 
ren, the Federation of Employers' Associa¬ 
tions. believed that the system of lifetime 
“Our generation was taught tit at if they tried 
hard enough, if they worked hard enough 
they would be rewarded," says Toni Inoue’ 
45, who works for a US company after hav¬ 
ing left two Japanese employers. BuL Inoue 
insists, many people found that there weren’t 


enough rewards to go around, and that even * 
if they reaped rewards, personal satisfaction 
was not guaranteed. 

Sixty percent of families own dieir own 
home and virtually all have a television or 
two, but Akio Month, the Sony founder, has 
conceded that die country's employees have 
been overworked and underpaid. 

' For a growing number of •’workers in their 
40s and 50s. there is no longer t$ic promise of 
an easier life to compensate for . the hardships 
endured in youth. Business leaders, manage¬ 
ment consultants and academics are telling 
the salaryman to be self-reliant and to pursue 
his own goals rather than those of the com¬ 
pany. A couple of years ago the government 
formally suggested that Japan become a 
“lifestyle superpower." It was hot the 
way he was brought up. 

‘There are many people among the 
baby-boomers who.are highly mod- ■ 
voted and extremely hard-working. But • 
there are also many people who leave 
the company because they feel they ’h 
don’t fit in,” says Yoshinori Takada. ^ 
manager of the planning and adminis¬ 
tration department in the plant engi¬ 
neering division at Mitsui Engineering 
and Shipbuilding. 

But where do you go at 46. after 24 
dutiful years at Yamaha or Kawasaki? 

Do you start a company? How do you 
win the. respect that was promised and 
denied? Television comedians, the 
great social arbiters in Japan, make 
clear that you are a buffoon, lacking in 
social skills and comfortable only huhe 
company of your desk. Even pachinko, 
the addictive pinball game of the 
masses, has turned trendy and away 
from the salaryman. 

Even at home, the salaryman is . 
increasingly uncomfortable. Teenage 
daughters, fashionably obsessive about 
cleanliness and physical attractiveness, 
refuse to walk side-by-side with them 
for fear of being seen by friends. In the - 
office, young women workers, mani- jp 
cured and conditioned, scowl at the dan¬ 
druff flakes, the paunch, the clothes and 
the bad breath. 

He is targeted in embarrassing train adver¬ 
tisements encouraging him to buy a wig and 
mouth wash, and to treat malodorous socks 
wiih a new antiseptic formula. 

The problem is more than a mid-life crisis 
for the average urban male. The country's 
self-image was built around two worker and 
the white-collar professional. The word sala¬ 
ryman, sarariman in Japanese, surfaced in 
the Taisho period {1912-19261 to distinguish 
this emerging, administrative class, easy to 
idealise because of the more civilised, thor¬ 
oughly modem work environment. 

The perceived need was for enthusiastic, 
but not necessarily individualistic, employees 
able to pursue the national goal of rapid eco- Jp 
nomic growth. But having reached Number ' 
Two. and realised that, soon enough. China 
will push it back ft) Number Three, Japan no 
longer has economic development as its sole 
reason for being. The historic mission of this 
century is over. The national faith has frag¬ 
mented into new sects and superstitions, 
among which was Aum Shinrikyo, the cult 
responsible for the subway gas poisoning of 
two years ago. 

The Salaryman Movement has always 
been short on spirituality. The corporate lapel 
badge was poof of devotion, and the after- - 

work alcohol was the almost duly bluing of 
the lifestyle. 

Now, personal development is the 
approved goal. There are signs that the blue 
suit is gradually bong swapped for shades of 
green and brown, the hair. is. seeing jnore 
shampoo, the ties are louder and ihe holidays 
are a few days longer. 

Having died his corporate death after a . 
cemuiy of toil, evidence is accumulating that ’ 
Japan's salaryman is getting a fife. * . . 
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Sounds of Paraguay 

thrill Inter-Con 

The next time yon Have the urge 
to snap your fingers and tap your 
feet to a vivacious Latino beat, 
just swing by the Hotel Inter¬ 
Continental Jordan. Flown in 
especially for entertainment in 
the Bahamas Terrace, the duo 
creates a relaxing and enjoyable 
atmosphere. Renowned in top 
hotels in Switzerland, the dno is a 
musical experience that should 
not be missed. Currently, the Par¬ 
aguayan duo can be heard in dif¬ 
ferent outlets. During the sum¬ 
mer, they can be found in the 
B ahamas Terrace. 



Freddy for Music 

A musical feat 

at RCC 


By- Anca de Maio 

Special to The Star 


he 


T 

public v 


he third annual ’Freddy for Music' 
recital held last Sunday at the Royal 
Cultural Center was a pleasant and 
constructive event that surprised the 
with its original conception and large 
variety of styles. This year it has been the 
instructors of the 'Freddy for Music' school 
that stepped onto the stage to perform before 
their students and their families. 

The recital comprised solo interpretations of 
classical music by Chapin, Ravel, Debussy, 
Sviridov, Albeniz, etc, and pop and jazz 
bands, that This was under the rainbow of the 
light effects provided by Marwan Abn 
Jaber’s team. Modern pieces by Jean-Michel 
Jarre, Gershwin, Oayderman, were played 
by Travelian Sake (piano teacher) and Robert 
Michel (guitar teacher). A duet, piano and vio¬ 
lin-by Shahla Haddad and Oksana Musi eh 
prepared the transition between the two acts of 
the show just before the intermission. 

“We have decided to change the roles this 
time and to give the teachers the chance to play 
in front of a large audience," Freddy Daond, 
the director of the school said. “Among the 17 
instructors of the school there were few that 
had not performed in the presence of such a 
large public. It has been a challenge for them to 
introduce themselves this way and an honour 
for us to show the excelent and qualified team 


that tutor the 450 students of our school, 
continued. 

According to Mr Daoud, the repertory of 
this recital has brought together classical and 
modem pieces so as to satisfy a wide palette of 
tastes and especially to attract teenagers' inter¬ 
est in music. “Let us not forget that the youth 
represent 65 percent of the population of Jor¬ 
dan," he said. "The fact that such a big num¬ 
ber of adolescents could come tonight, despite 
being all in full exam session, proves that 
they do love the music we teach them." 

Real fans of the classical guitar 'magician,' 
Robert Michel, the Jordanian teenagers dream 
of playing one day like him. “Many of them 
would like to play just rock or metal music, 
but I personally teach advanced classical gui¬ 
tar and flamenco only," Mr Michel said. 

“Piano, violin, guitar, drum, brass and wind 
instruments classes are given to beginners, 
intermediate and advanced students in our 
school,” Mr Daoud added. After two years of 
initiation for kindergarten children, students 
take an entrance exam to the first grade. At 
the end of the eighth grade, students receive a 
worldwide recognized diploma on the basis of 
a final exam evaluated in England, he 
explained. 

The “Freddy for Music" criteria of teacher- 
recruiting' are talent, teaching experience and 
open character. “In our opinion two fundamen¬ 
tal elements make a good teacher combining 
the fun of playing an instrument with visible 



Teachers at the helm: Now it's their turn to play 


progress," underlined Mr Daoud. “It is very 
rewarding for us as well as for the parents to 
see how their children improve constantly “ Ms 
Mary Daoud said. 

A wonderful example of amazingly quick 
progress is Dina Ghazzawi aged 8. The only 
student participant in Sunday's musical eve¬ 
ning. the talented girl started to take piano 
courses at the ‘Freddy for music' school just 
four months ago. Her convincing interpretation 
and perfect synchronization with the rest of the 
bond charmed the public to the great satisfac¬ 
tion of her instructor Mr Sako. 


“The students' recital this year will take 
place in October," Mr Daoud declared. “Thus 
our students will have the opportunity to show 
the skills they have developed since they 
entered our school to a larger audience than 
that of our monthly workshops. “It is a yearly 
event that he considers necessary and comple¬ 
mentary to the students' micro recitals given 
every month at school in the presence of their 
parents and teachers, and followed by com¬ 
ments upon (heir interpretation, training diffi¬ 
culties and achievements. ■ 


Shahin wins 
Cannes film 


festival award 


EGYPTIAN DIRECTOR Yussef 
Shahin wins die much coveted 50tfa 
anniversary trophy of the Cannes 
Festival fix: International Cinema for 
his latest film “A1 Masir" (Fate). 

Shahin is a well respected film di¬ 
rector who has produced many films 
from the 1950’s onwards. His films, 
which won great respect among 
Arab audiences, are based on social 
realism and lately has provided a cri¬ 
tique of religious fiindementalism. ■ 



Aga Khan Award seeks the 
best for Muslim architecture 


THE AGA Khan Award for Architecture an¬ 
nounced the appointment of its 1998 Master 
Jury. The Award recognizes outstanding 
achievements in architecture in all the differ¬ 
ent cultures and environments where Muslim 
communities have a significant presence. 
The award prize fund of $500,000—the 
world's largest and most prestigious architec¬ 
tural prize—is attributed by the independent 
Master Jury appointed for each three-year cy¬ 
cle. Procedures leading to the 1998 Award 
were begun during 1996, and the current cy¬ 
cle marks the twentieth anniversary since the 
Award was founded in 1977. 

Members of the 1993 Award Master Jury 
are: Professor Mohammed Arkoun, Histori¬ 
an of Islamic Thought in the Sorbonne; Ms 
Zaha Hadid, an architect in London; Mr 
Arif Hasan, an architect and planner from 
Karachi; Dr Saleh A! Hathloui, an architect 
and planner from Riyadh; Mr Arata Isoza- 
ki, an architect in Tokyo; Professor Fredric 
Jameson, a cultural theorist from Duke Uni¬ 
versity. USA; Mr Romi Khosla, an architect 
and economist. New Delhi; Mr Yuswadi Sa- 
Uya, an Architectural Historian, Jakarta; Mr 
Dogan Tekeli, an architect, in Istanbul. 

The rigorous documentation and review 
procedures established by the Award require 
three meetings of the jury, in October 1997 
and in February and June 1998. leading to 
the announcement of the Award winners at a 
ceremony to be held during the third quarter 
of 1998. 

For the current cycle, eligible projects 
must have been completed and in use since i 
January 1996, and should be intended for use 
primarily by Muslims. All categories of 
building are eligible for consideration, in¬ 
cluding social and community efforts, resto¬ 
ration and re-use, and a full range of contem¬ 
porary, environmental, and industrial 
initiatives. 

Over 60 projects located throughout the 
Muslim world and in the West have received 
awards in the past, including well-know mas¬ 
terpieces as well as projects not previously 
publicized. Among the previous winning pro¬ 
jects are the Institute du Morde Arabe in Par¬ 
is, the Conservation of Bukhara, Uzbekistan, 
the Re-forestation of the Middle East Techni¬ 
cal University in Ankara, die Regional Hos¬ 
pital in Kaedi, Mauritania, the Great Mosque 
and City Centre Re-development of Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, and Kampung Improvement 
Programmes in Jakarta, Surabaya, and Yog- 
yakara, Indonesia. A retrospective exhibition 


entitles Architecture for a Changing World is 

now circulating at venues throughout the 
world and features all of the award projects 
from 1977 through 1995. 

Following the pattern established during 
the past Award cycle, the Award has facili¬ 
tated the enrollment procedures to ensure a 
wide spectrum of project candidates. Appli¬ 
cation may be made directly to the Award of¬ 
fice in Geneva, though all projects must then 
pass the scrutiny of an Initial, confidential 
nomination process before being document¬ 
ed. 

Beyond the individual winning projects, 
the Award is conceived as an ongoing pro¬ 
cess and in important forum for the debate 
and exchange of ideas. Accordingly, each 
Master Jury comprises not only architects, 
but also scholars, historians, social scientists, 
and representatives of a wide range of disci¬ 
plines affecting the built environments. For 
the first time, in 1995, the deliberations of 
the jury were made public, and published in 
the cyclical Award monograph entitled Ar¬ 
chitecture Beyond Architecture (Academy 
Editions, London, 1995J. ■ 

For more information contact the Aga 
Khan Award for Architecture,, PO Box 
2049,1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland 
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Musical education could be a 
next step in public schools 


LAST TUESDAY. 13 May Minister of Educa¬ 
tion and Higher Education, Dr Munther AI 
Masri, presented certificates to the partici¬ 
pants in the Music Education Workshop for 
music education teachers. The workshop was 
held at the National Music Conservatory 
(NMCl/ Noor AI Hussein Foundation from 11 
to 13 May 1997 in cooperation with Goethe 
Institute Amman. 

Dr Masri said that three elements are 
needed for the Ministry of Education to adopt 
music related activities. The first is the availa¬ 
bility of educational material which is cur¬ 
rently being prepared by the NMC. The sec¬ 
ond is trained music instructor!; which the 
NMC could play a role in preparing. The third 
element is the infrastructure, the Minister 
added. 

Dr Ai Masri pointed out that music has 
become a basic requirement at government 
schools, emphasizing the need to discover and 
support talents and exceptional musicians. 

Director of the NMC. Mr KifaJh Fakhouri. 
said that holding this workshop comes within 
the context of the preparations being made for 
implementing the Music curriculum ai ail 
schools which the NMC is preparing its learn¬ 
ing materials (student book, teacher manual 


and classroom cassettes) as commissioned by 
the Ministry of Education. 

Mr Fakhouri stressed the importance of 
obtaining the accreditation of the Ministry of 
Education for NMC students so that it could 
parallel the basic and secondary school years 
as. 

Director of the Goethe Institute Amman, Dr 
Wolfgong Ule also spoke during the presenta¬ 
tion. Dr Ule thanked the NMC for their coop¬ 
eration and expressed desire to further such 
activities that provide a platform for dialogue 
and cultural interaction between Jordan and 
Germany. 

The workshop was supervised by the Ger¬ 
man music expert Dr Werner Freitag and 
was attended by music teachers from the Min¬ 
istry of Social Development. SOS, Queen Alia 
Fund. New English School. Trasanta College, 
AI Ahlia School For Girls, Amman Academy, 
Bishop School and Orthodox School. 

Aslo attending the presentation were Chair¬ 
person of NMC's Committee. Mrs Hind Sbe- 
rif Nasser, Cultural Attache at the German 
Embassy in Amman, Ms Ingrid Liedgens and 
principals of schools and other institutions 
taking. ■ 


Lebanese tourism visit 
proves a success 



A LARGE Lebanese tourist delegation have ar¬ 
rived in Amman on Saturday on a three-day Fa¬ 
miliarization visit to the Kingdom. The visit, or¬ 
ganized by Taybet Zairian Hotel and Resort—a 
Jordanian Tourism Investments (JT1) project, 
the Amman Forte Grand Hotel and East Med 
and sponsored by Royal Jordanian, aims to pro¬ 
mote Jordan in the Lebanese market and en¬ 
hance the cooperation between the tourism sec¬ 
tors in both countries. 

The delegation met the Minister of Tourism 
Akel BeltgjL members of Royal Jordanian exec- 




utive team, officials for ■ the Jordan Tourism 
Board and JTl's management. 11 

An extensive program was arrangcfl|to give 
the guests an insight into Jordan’ ; s historic and 
touxistc sites. . . 

Emphasizing the private sector’s nSfe ih pro¬ 
moting Jordan's tourism potentiator- .Suld- 
msm Tarazi, marketing and cievek^ESCct man¬ 
ager at JTI, said that "these activitiefire part of 
JTl’s efforts and commitment to ££££uice the 
private sector efforts in promoting both 

regionally and internationally.” ■’ ^ 
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M.Eran revient sur sa decision et a Amman 
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M ■ ■ ■ deux dirigeants s’etaient rencontres pour tenter de resoudre un different qui oppose les deux pays 

W ■ £ propose du portage des eaux prevu dans le traite de pair. _ 

Mardi, M.Eran a expliqui qu 'il avait voulu .lancer un avertissement afin d amflwrer to 
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SELON 


Laith Chbeilat 


Jordanie 


Le discours pro¬ 
nonce par le souverain ha- 
chfmile voilii huiL jours a 
£te qualifid par I’opinion 
publique de franc et di¬ 
rect. Au cours de celui-ci. 
certaines questions epi- 
neuses de politique inte- 
rieurc ont en effet £te 
aborddes. le roi entrant no- 
tamment dans le debar de 
la loi electorale. 

Le roi a etplique pour- 
quoi le nombrc de sieges 
allribu£s aux differentes 
ciconscriptions ri£tait pas 
defini en fonction du nom- 
bre d'habitants. Selon lui, 
il est tout d'aboni n<*ces- 
saire d'assurer une repre¬ 
sentation equitable aux re¬ 
gions defavorisees de 
Jordanie. il a ensuite mis 
('accent sur i'existence 
dune '■mince ligne» qu'il 
est nCcessaire de respecter 
en ce qui conceme la 
question palestinienne. 

Aurremem dit. cela si- 
gnifie que si les zones k 
forte concentration pales- 
tlnienne. telles que Am¬ 
man ou Zarka. ne jouis- 
sent pas d'une 
representation parlemen- 
taire equitable a i'instar 
des uutres regions, e'est 
parce que cela pourrait 
porter prejudice a la cause 
desrefugies. 

Pour beaucoup d'obser- 
vateurs. cette inegaJite 
dans la representation par- 
lementaire entre les difffi- 
rentes circonscriplions est 
consideree com me une 
politique discriminate ire 
envers les Palestiniens. 
Cest pourquoi le discours 
royal, tout en insistant sur 
la preservation de I’unite 
nationale et I'egalite ci- 
vique entre les citoyens. 
s’esl efforce d’expliquer 
qu'il s'agissait d'une con- 
traintc politique dmanant 
de I'attachement du Ro- 
yaume hachlmite au droit 
au retour des Palestiniens. 

Or. bicn que les forces 
politiques et sociales 
soient pretes b prendre en 
consideration I'interpreta- 
tion donnde par le roi, 
elles ne sont pas parti- 
sanes du systeme electoral 
.une personne-une voix** 
impose en (993. et aspir- 
ent 5 un autre systeme 
electoral qui puisse favo- 
riser une meilleure partici¬ 
pation de la population. 

Plusieurs ateliers de re¬ 
flexion ont tenttf de des- 
siner un systeme electoral 
plus represented f. I Is ont 
abouti h une formulc mix- 
te alliant sc rutin de liste et 
scrutin uninominal. De 
meme. le Centre d'etudes 
strategiques de l'Uni- 
versite de Jordanie a r£- 
ccmment formule k ('aide 
d'experts europeens de 
nouvelles propositions 
qui. tout en conservant le 
systeme electoral en vj- 
gueur. reprennent cette 

focmule mixte. 

M alheu reuse menu tou- 
tes ces propositions n'ont 
trouve aucun echo aupriis 
du gouvemement de 
M.Abdel Salem Majali qui 
a pratiquement bloqud la 
voic i tout changemenr en 
profondeur de la loi elec¬ 
torale, et, par consequent, 
de la vie politique. Et il 
est hiss decevant pour tous 
les Jordaniens de partici- 
per a des elections legisla¬ 
tives regies par une loi 
que tout le mondc re- 
jeueJi 

Hussein Abu-R umm an 


Le Jourdain, 
;Oiiy revient. 


dans le Star 
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«Je crie pour le peuple» La press© perd son capital 

f • I f 4_7j_ 1 _ dj ____ 1 ~ 1,1 fiV/yOQO ■ 


Ancien depute, Laith Chbeilat est lime des jigives les plus 
populaires de Vopposition en Jordanie. Oppose au systeme 
electoral «une personne-une voix» retenu pour les elections 
legislatives, il ne se presentera pas en novembre prochain. 


President du syndic- 

at des Ingenieurs. le plus influ¬ 
ent de Jordanie, Laith Chbeilat 
a si£g£ & la chambre des depu¬ 
tes de 1989 & 1992. Un siege 
qu’il ne briguera pas lors des 
prochaines elections legisla¬ 
tives. car il est oppos^ au 
syst&me de suffrage «une per¬ 
sonne-une voix*. Polilique- 
ment, Laith Chbeilat se definil 
com me un islamiste indepen¬ 
dant. *Mcs principes sont isla¬ 
nds tes, et comme je les observe 
strictanem, e'est une ga ran tie 
pour les auires que je les aime 
el quits peuvent avoir confi- 
ance en moi - confie Laith 
CfabeiJaL Ce qu’il rep roc he aux 
autres partis d'opposition. e'est 
justement de ne pas assez re¬ 
specter les principes dicl£s par 
I'lslam. II leur reproche aussi 
de ne pas discuter assez des 
vrais probl&mes. * J'aimerais 
que {'opposition pose les 
problcmcs qui conceme le peu- 
ple. Par exemple,' le droit de 
jouir d'une plus grande libert& 
en ayanl un gouvemement plus 
representatif. Malhcureuse- 
menl, la plupart de mes 
callegues de l'opposition isla¬ 
miste et nationalisle ne pren- 
nent pas la responsabilite 
d'aborder (a question d’un 
changcmcnt de systeme poli¬ 
tique. d sawir une monarchie 
consiinaionnelle qui represente 
mieux le peuple. Si Von donnait 
au Parlemeni la place qui lui 
revient et que le Premier mini¬ 
stre etail choisi d'apres le suf¬ 
frage popttlaire. la situation 
actuellc serait corrigee. Dan¬ 
ner plus de pouvoir au Premier 
ministre est une mesure legale 
et eonsritutionnelle el je trouve 
et range que personne n’ose en 
parler ouvertemeni. Pourtant. 
beaucoup de gens paringent 
mon opinion ». 

Au cours des demieres an- 
nees. Laith Chbeilat a d£j5 et£ 
emprisonne, puis grade, par 
deux fois. En 1992. il ftait con- 
damn£ b vingt ans de prison 


pour sedition. b£- 
neficiant d'une 
amnistie g£n£rale 
quelques mois 
plus tard. Quatre 
ans plus tard. en 
novembre 19%. 
Sa majeste le roi 
Hussein lui of- 
frait le pardon 
royal pour un d£- 
lit de l&se- 
majeste. a pres 
qu'il ait purg^ 
sept mois d’une 
peine de prison 
dc trois ans. 
L'image du roi 
(‘attendant en per- 
sonne b sa sortie 
de prison pour le 
ramener dans sa 
famille reste une 
image forte gra- 
v& dans routes 
les m£moi res. 
«Jc ne suis pas 
oppose au roi - 
confic I'ex- 



Voild une diz/iine de jours, Laith Chbeilat participant dune campagne 
de soutien en faveur d'Ahmad Dakamseh. 


pnsonnier. ••car 
e'est unc per¬ 
sonne qui merite lc respect. 
D'ailleurs, duns la tradition 
musuhnane. on ne critique pas 
les personnes mais leurs opi¬ 
nions et leurs actes. Or. j'ai le 
droit, en lam quelre humain. 
d'avoir ime opinion differente 
Je cellr du roL - Dans une lelire 
adressfc au Premier ministre de 
I'epoque. lc roi Hussein expli- 
quaii sa decision de pardonner 
Laith Chbeilat en I'honneur de 
la famille Chbeilat. et en pani- 
culier en I'honneur de son pere 
que le roi appelait son oncle. ct 
en celui de son frere. le sena- 
teur Gaith ChbeilaL 
Ce pardon au nom de la fa- 
milie peut ressembler a une 
sorte de faveur envers «le mou- 
ton noir** de la famille. •Pas du 
tout », s'insurge Laith Chbeilat. 
• Mon pere etail connu pour 
uvoir des opinions bien iran- 
chees el sa longue etail plus 
aceree que la mieruie. Il ne 
conspirait pas secrctement et 


Jisait tout haul ce qu 'il pensait. 
Je me considerc comme 
I'heritier de cette tradition fa- 
miliale. * 

Depuis sa liberation. Laith 
ChbeilaL a rappele i de nom- 
breuses reprises son opposition 
ii to normalisation, notammem 
en janvier dernier lors dc 
■'organisation de la foire com- 
merciale jordano-israelienne. 
Plus recemment il a affiehe son 
soutien au soldat jurdanien Ah¬ 
mad Dakamseh. responsable de 
la mon de sept iyoScnnes israe- 
liennes en mars dernier j Ba- 
koura. •Le peuple ne peut pas 
crier, alors moi je crie • e\- 
plique Laith Chbeilat. •Nous 
{ndlr: le comile dc defense.) 
souienons Dakamseh parce que 
par son acte, il a exprime une 
opinion. Une opinion opposee 
a celle du gouvemement. 
D 'autre pari, ce qui nous 
pousse a prendre sa defense, 
e'est la fafun Jont il a etc imi¬ 
le. On lc traite de criminel 


Hommage 

Adib Abbassi ecrit le mot de la fin 

Le 10 mai , Adib Abbassi disparaissait. Cet ecrivain jordanien avait choisi depuis un 
demi-siecle de vivre en errnite, loin des institutions qu 'il ne supportait pas. Il laisse 
derriire lui de nombreux manuscrits, n ’ayant publie qu 'un seul ouvrage de son vivant. 


Le siecle venait de 

dtfbuter lorsque Adib Abbassi 
est n£. 1905 paraissait etre 
l'ann& de tous les danger pour 
ce nouveau-ne. la pression otto- 
mane au sud de la Syrie etant b 
son comble. Une situation qui a 
donn£ b cet enfant du village 
chnStien d'AI Housn. aux portes 
d'Irbid. de bonnes raisons d'halr 
tous les systbmes et autorites de 
toute sorte tout au long de sa 
vie. 

A seize ans, il publiait ses 
premiers articles politiques 
dans des magazines specialises 
installes au Caire. Les Egyp- 
tiens aura lent 6ti surpris de de- 
couvrir que celui qui osaic con- 
tredire les plus grands penseurs 
n'avait pas vingt ans. A cette 
£poque, il se trouvait 5 Jerusa¬ 
lem, a I'dcole de formation des 
instltuteim. 

En 1929, sa imputation est 
dmj& grande alors qu'il termine 


des dtudes de sciences poli- 
tiques h I'Universitd amfricaine 
de Beyrouth. De to ville le plus 
en vogue du Moyen-Orient, 
Adib Abbassi garde des amitids 
fortes avec pofetes et philo- 
sophes. II aimait polemiquer 
avec ['intelligentsia du monde 
arabe. A cette epoque. peu de 
gens savaii que ce thdoririen et 
analyste politique dtait aussi un 
podte. 

Ses oeuvres et manuscrits se 
trouvent aujourd'hui rassemblds 
dans sa mai son familiale de 
Housn. Ce musde contieni plus 
de 100 manuscrits, et bien sur. 
le seul livre qu'Adib Abbassi a 
publid de son vivant. Le retour 
de Loukmann. Loukmann etait 
le philosophe qui portait le titre 
de sage a la cour du roi des 
I tides. 

On peut ddcouvrir dans ce 
musde les onze volumes non 
publids qui accompagnaient ce 


livre majestueux. ainsi que dcs 
dcrits sur la Palestine et un es- 
sai de sciences sociales. Des di- 
zaines de recucils de podmes. 
quelques traductions de 
['anglais, et un livre dtrange sur 
Hitler, sa vie et sa dcstinde. fai- 
saient aussi partie de I’univers 
familier de l'dcrivain. 

Appurtenant a une famille dc 
notables. Adib Abbassi n'a ja¬ 
mais pu suppone les institu¬ 
tions. et notamment 
1'administration alors qu'il en- 
seignaii b Salt. Jerusalem ou 
Kdrak. Il quitta d'ailleurs 
I'enseignement a cause des ten¬ 
sions qui existaient entre lui et 
le ministerede I'Education. 

Depuis le debut des anndes 
40. Adib Abbassi n'a plus pu- 
blid un seul livre. to presse 
dgyptienne se demandant alors 
«csi le grand penseur de la na¬ 
tion arabe dtait mort». Pendant 
un demi-sifecle. il a en effet 


c-hoisi de vivre en errnite. 

Bien qu'elle soit difTicile it 
resumer. la vie d'Adib Abbassi 
fieut etre comparfe b celle d'un 
nnarchiste. Les lemoignages de 
irlercs et de curds qui font bien 
connu disent de lui qu'il dtait 

nthde et inielligeni, amoureux 
cl cdlibataire. digne et gdne- 
teux. anti-amdricain. anti-nazi 
Ct anti-israe lien. 

Un des demiers actes de sa 
vie. apres avoir legud sa fortune 
;iu\ auvres dc bienfaisance. a 
Cl d d'entamer une grfeve de la 
I'aim contre la politique de co¬ 
lonisation isradlienne 5 Abou 
Ghneim. I! avait aussi prdpard 
le premier acte aprds sa mort en 
offrant sa comde a des malades 
couffram de troubles de to vue. 
Et peut-etre que les patients qui 
ont retrouve la vue grace & lui 
voienl aujourd'hui le monde & 
.sa fafon.l 

Ahmad N'Sour 



Adib Abbassi 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda fran^ais d'Amman 

Cinema 

Fin du cycle consacre au r^alisateur Jean-Jacqnes 
Annaud. 

Le 26 mai a 20h30 au CCCL, L'ouxs (1988). 

Spectacle 

Mime-et Tysme. Spectacle de mime tout public, accessible 
A tous les ages, sans barriere de langue. Cinq representa¬ 
tions sont pr£vues dans le pays: 

- le 22 mai a 20h00 a Amman (Centre culturel royal) 

- le 23 mai a 20H00 a Amman (College de la Salle) 

- le 24 mai a 2flh00 a Irbid (Universite du Yarmouk) 

- le 25 mai a 20h00 & Amman (jardins du roi Abdallah) 

- Je27 mai a 20h00 a Aqaba (citadelle) 

Exposition 

L'artiste Guy Ferrer prdsente ses oeuvres au CCCL a 
partir du 26 mai. 




Avec Vadoption d’m nouveau code de la presse 
imposant des conditions financieres tres strictes aux 
joumaux, beaucoup d’hebdomadaires devraient etre 
contraints defermer dans les semaines qui viennent. 


avtvil meme Je lejuger. et on a 
meme demtmdc it ses coma- 
rades pourquoi ils ne Vavaient 
pas me. Rcgardez en Israel, 
par exemple. L’assassin de Ra¬ 
bin a etc considere comme un 
suspect normal jusqtt'a ce qu’il 
ail etc rcconnu coupable par 
mi tribunal. » 

Beaucoup s'inierrogent en 
Jordanie sur les raisons de to 
popularity politique de cet inge- 
nieur. - Je ne suis pas plus bril- 
Lmt qu un aiare. Mais j’ai plus 
de courage -. explique Laith 
Chbeilat. •J'osc dire ce que 
beaucoup pensent tout bos 
parce que je suis prcl ci en pa¬ 
yer lc prtx. El je sais que le 
pnx peut-etre lu prison ou 
Vassassinat. Mais quand la si¬ 
tuation aura change et que tout 
le monde aura la liberte de 
s'e.xprimcr oiovriemeni, je re¬ 
de viendrai monsieur loui-lc- 
monde»M 

Claudine Assad 


En adoptant cette se- 
maine une nouvelle loi sur la 
presse. le gouvemement a anni- 
hild d'un coup tous ses efforts 
de liberalisation de la presse 
d£ploy£s ces demigres annfes. 
Cette nouvelle loi. critiqu£e par 
de no mb reuses personnalit6s 
publiques et tous les syndicats 
professionnels du pays, a en ef¬ 
fet mis to credibility du gou- 
vemement en dome en ce qui 
conceme sa volonte de lib£rer 
les medias. 

En fait. le gouvemement a 
pris to decision de controler la 
presse jordanienoe au nom de 
1a preservation des triceurs pu¬ 
bliques. Les joumaux ne pour- 
ront plus publier aucune infor¬ 
mation. analyse, commentaire 
ou caricature poriant atteinte & 
I'unitf nationaJe. to security du 
pays, la famille royale. la reli¬ 
gion. la monnaie. les bonnes 
mceurs, les dirigeants du pays 
et les Etats voisins. 

En cas de violation de cette 
loi, des amendes tr&s lourdes. 
jusqu'S 25.000 dinars, peuvent 
etre impos£es. alors qu'elle 
n'exc&taient pas 6000 dinars 
auparavanL De plus, les jour- 
naux condamnes peuvent etre 
suspendus, le ministre de 
I'lnformaiion etant le seul ha- 
bilite a autoriser ou non la re¬ 
prise de la publication. Ce nou¬ 
veau code de to presse exclut 
par contre toute peine de prison 
h I'encontre des joumalistes. 

A ce controle du conlenu 
s'ajoutent des conditions finan¬ 
cieres particuli&rement diffi- 
ciles a remplir pour la plupan 
des joumaux jordaniens. et es- 
sentiellement to presse heb- 
domadaire. Lin capital de 
600.000 ID est exige pour le 
loncemenr d'un quoddien. con¬ 
tre 50,000 dinars auparavanL 
Line somme que ies quatre 
grands quotidiens jordaniens 
devraient reunir sans difficuite. 
tout comme le tout nouveau 
quotidien AI-Arab-al-Yom qui 
a vu le jour samedi dernier et 
qui dispose d'un capital 
d'environ 8 millions de dinars- 



Les representants de plusieurs hebdomadaires tenaient 
dimanche une reunion pour protester contre cette loi. 


Pour la vingtaine d'hebdo¬ 
madal res qui a vu le jour ces 
demieres ann£es, la toche 
risque par contre d'etre beau¬ 
coup plus difficile puisqu'ils 
disposed de trois mois pour 
augmenter leur capital de 
2000%, de 15.000 JD h 
300.000 JD. 

Les medias dans leur ensem¬ 
ble se momrent aujourd'hui trfes 
inquiets aprfes I'annonce de 
cette decision gouvemernentale 
qui vise a elimioer une presse 
hebdomadaire accus^e de man- 
quer de professionnalisme. S'il 
est vrai que cette presse a par- 
fois depasse les limites en pu- 
bliant des informations b sensa¬ 
tion. il ne faut pas oubiier que 
beaucoup tie-joumalistes ont 
6t6 incarcetes ou juges pour 
leurs actes depuis la proclama¬ 
tion de le loi sur la presse de 
1993. 62 proefcs ont ete internes 
par le gouvemement depuis 
1993. dont cinq contre des quo¬ 
tidiens. 

Les reactions ont ete rapides 
apris ranno nee de cette loi. le 
conseil du syndicat des jouma¬ 
listes jordaniens (SJJ) ayant 
dans un premier temps annoned 
sa demission avant de revenir 
sur sa decision afin d'essayer 
d'en gager des negociations 
avec le gouvememenL Un syn¬ 


dics qui est soutenu par les 12 
autres associations profession- 
nelles du pays qui ont menace 
de demissionner en bloc si la 
-loi etail maintenue. 

Pour manifester leur m^con- 
tentement, environ 80 jouma¬ 
listes ont tente mardi 
d'organiser un sit-in de protes¬ 
tation devant les bureaux du 
Premier ministre. Mais arguant 
du fait que les manifestants. 
□'avaient pas demand£ 
d'autorisation pour organiser 
cette manifestation, les autori¬ 
tes jordaniennes ont procede k 
I'interpeliation temporal re 

d'une dizaine de joumalistes. 

- plusieurs joumalistes tiyant ete 
blesses au cours dc la disper- 
rston de to manifestation. 

Annongant a to suite de cette 
manifestation que le gouveme- 
mem n'avait aucune intention 
de changer quoique ce soit 
dans cette nouvelle loi, le mini¬ 
stre d'Etat a I'lnformaiion Sa¬ 
mir Mutaw£ laisse peu de 
chances aux negociations que 
demande le president du SJJ 
Seif El Sherif. Les membres du 
SJJ se sont eux dejh donnds 
rendez-vous le 6 juin pour dis¬ 
cuter de cette nouvelle regle- 
mentation.B 

Le Jourdain 


Egypte 


Alexandrie sauvee des eaux 

Le phare d'Alexandrie, Vime de sept merveilles du monde , ainsi 
que des restes de son palais royal, renaissent des eaux grace aux 
fouilles entreprises par deux archeologues frcmqais. 


A l’image de Rome, 

Ath&nes ou Byzance, Alexan¬ 
drie n'est pas settlement une 
cite prestigieuse: elie est aussi 
le lieu oft s'est developp6e une 
civilisation. D'oii I'attention 
que lui portent nombre de cher- 
cheurs h 1'affQt de temoign^es 
sur son passe. Et ce d'autant 
plus qu'ils savent que ses ves¬ 
tiges sont ensevelis sous ies 
eaux. 

Fondee par Alexandre en 
322 av J.C., la ville d£c!ina b la 
fin de l'Empire remain. Pour 
mieux signifier son lien avec le 
seule Antiquity, tremblements 
de lerre et glissemenls de ter¬ 
rain avaient rel£gu£ au fond 
des mers ses plus beaux quar¬ 
ters -et ce, semblait 7 il,- pour 
1'eternity. 

La partie antique 
d’Alexandrie est situ6e dans 
une zone militaire interdite aux 
Strangers et aux fouilles. Un 
film, decrivant des ingenieurs 
du port occupes k recouvrir Ies 
ruines de la cite d'une chape de 
b£ton, suscita une vague de re- 
mous dans i'opinion. Les auto¬ 
rites egyptiennes reconsidferent 
alors leurs positions et choisis- 
sent une mission francaise pour 
engager des fouilles sous- 
marines. Deux archeologues 
fran^ais, Jean-Yves Empereur, 
Speciaiiste de la periode hellf- 
nistique au Centre nadonal de 
la recherche scientifique, et 
Franck Goddio. financier re¬ 
convert dans I'exploitation 
sous-marine, se lancCrent dans 
I'aventure. 

Durant trois anises, de 1993 
a 1996, ils entreprennent, cha- 
cun dans un secteur g6ogra- 
phique particular, de gratier, 
de photograpbier, rfinventorier, 
puis de sonir de I'eau toutes les 
traces architecturales. Les ar- 
ch£o!ogues et leurs plongeurs 
sont aides par des moyens lo- 
gistiques et techniques impres- 



sionnants. La fondation Elf par- 
ticipe wtivement, le CEA 
(Commissariat k I'Energie ato- 
mique) met k disposition des 
magnetometres pour reperer la 
position des objets. Les cher- 
cheurs »nt alors face k face 

avec * un site• que Jean-Yves 
Empereur qualifie de 
* grandiose el feerique v. Parmi 
les plus spectaculaires speci¬ 
mens de. cette pSche arch£oIo- 
gique, d'enormes blocs de 
pierre de taille, dont certains de 
plus de 75 tonnes, trouvys au- 
tour du fort de Qayt Bay. se 
tevelent Stre des pans entier du 
phare d'Alexandrie. Erige en 
285 av JC, ce phare devrait Stre 
entoure de sanctuaires, peut- 
etre meme precede d'une allfie 
monumentale comme le laisse 
supposer la decouvene de 
sphinx, de statues, de steles tail- 
I6es de hieroglyphes. Au cours 
de rete 1996, Franck Goddio 
met lui b jour les restes du Pa¬ 
lais royal ou Cl&patre s6duisit 


Cesar et aima Marc-Antoine. 
Certaines pieces vont enrichir 
lc musec grdco-romain 

d'Alexandrie. 

Avec ces d£couvertes resur- 
gissent ies heures fastes de !a 
ville decrite par des historiens 
grecs tels Strabon ou Polybe. 
L'Alcxandrie de Ptoiemee T, 
historien general, successeur 
d'Alexandre qui donna son no in 
k la dynastie des PtoI6m6es. 
Point strategique pour la con- 
quStc de l'Egypte, place com- 
merciale, Alexandrie ora, par 
ailleurs son rayonnement intet- 
iectue! et artistique de sa 
cefebre bibliotlteque. disparue 
dans les flammes. 

Les elements du Palais Royal 
mis a jour, assoti£s k d'autres 
vestiges. permettronL a l'image 
des pieces d'un puzzle, de re¬ 
composer to topographie de la 
cite royale ainsi que son organi¬ 
sation.■ 

In&Somarriba 



•a# 





Un plongeur remonte a la surface un des tresors de la cite. ■ 
d'Alexandrie. 


































2 THE STAR 



Restrictions on press freedom 
do not stop with new law 

Other laws such as the Penal Code exist to curb freedom of expression 


AMMAN (Star)—Amendments 
lo the 1993 Press and Publica¬ 
tion [temporary] Law were rati¬ 
fied by a Royal Decree, last Sat¬ 
urday. 

Article 24/A orders daily 
newspapers to increase capital 
from JD 50,000 to JD 600.000. 
Section B of same article or¬ 
ders other publications and 
weeklies to increase their capi¬ 
tal from JD 15000 to JD 
300,000. Both must do so with¬ 
in three months. 

Article J3/B requires chief 
editors to have at least 10 years 
experience. 

Amendments ended the dai¬ 
lies hope of reducing govern¬ 
ment control. They cancelled 
the article to divest the govern¬ 
ment of its equity in Ad Dus- 
lour and Al Ra T. 

The new law allows the gov¬ 
ernment to maintain, through 
the Social Security Corp., and 
the Jordan Investment Corp, a 
controlling interest of 62 per¬ 
cent in At Ra 'i and 32 percent 
equity in Ad Dustour. 

Law now cancels imprison¬ 
ment for violations. Article 50/ 
H gives courts the right to 
cease any newspaper that is ' 
convicted of violating Articles 
40 and 42. and gives [Informa 


tionj minister the right to allow 
the republication after paying 
the fines. 

Fines and offences under 
Articles 40 and 42 (publishing 
of pending court proceedings) 
which originally did not exceed 
JD 1000, and fines for offences 
under Article 44 did not exceed 
JD 6000. 

Amendments concerning 
these articles now have a mini¬ 
mum fine of JD 15000 and a 
maximum of JD 25.000. 

Article 40 of the Press and 
Publications Law forbids publi¬ 
cation of news, views, opin¬ 
ions, analysis, information, 
reports, caricatures, photos or 
any sort that disparages any of 
the followings: 

■ Which offends the King 
and the Royal Family; 

■ Information about the Jor¬ 
danian Armed Forces and 
security forces, unless it is per¬ 
mitted either by the concerned 
authority or by a government 
official; 

■ Materials which show 
contempt for any religion rec¬ 
ognized by the Constitution; 

■ Articles which damage 
national unity, or encourage 
rancor, or foment hatred, dis¬ 
cord and disharmony among 


members of society; 

■ Government documents of 
a confidential nature; 

■ Minutes of dosed sessions 
of Parliament; 

■ Information which is 
intended to shake confidence in 
the national currency; 

■ Information which con¬ 
tains a personal insult to the 
Heads of State of Arab, Islamic 
or friendly countries or that 
harms Jordanian relations with 
other countries; 

■ Which offend the dignity 
or personal freedoms of indi¬ 
viduals or damage their 
reputation; 

■ Which are contrary to 
public morals and ethics; 

■ Which includes false news 
or rumors that offends public 
interests or state departments. 

Other laws that restrict the 
freedom of the press: 

Penal Code restrictions on 
press freedom 

The Penal Code contains 
additional provisions which 
restrict freedom of expression 
and carry harsh penalties. 

■ External Security of the 
State. 

Article 118 of the Code pro¬ 
tects the external security of the 


state by punishing with impris¬ 
onment for at least five years, 
“anyone who. by writing or 
speech not authorized by the 
government, exposes the King¬ 
dom to the danger of hostile 
actions, disturbs its relations 
with foreign states, or exposes 
Jordanians to physical or mate¬ 
rial retaliation.” "Anyone who 
provokes incitement within the 
Kingdom, or any Jordanian 
who provokes incitement inside 
or outside the Kingdom by 
writing or speech may be sen¬ 
tenced to a prison term not 
exceeding two years and a fine 
of no more than JD 30" (Article 
122). The definition of incite¬ 
ment includes humiliation of a 
foreign country, its dignity, its 
flag, or its national anthem. 
Article 122 also prohibits the 
insult or humiliation of a head 
of state, its ministers, or its 
political representatives in the 
Kingdom and specifies that 
truth is not a defence to charges 
under this provision. 

■ Dissemination of false 
news. 

The deliberate dissemination 
of false or exaggerated infor¬ 
mation outside the country 
which attacks state dignity may 
be punished with a prison sen¬ 


tence of not less than six 
months and a fine of nol more 
lhan JD 50. If the false or exag¬ 
gerated news concerns the 
King, his successor, or the 
guardian of the throne, he or 
she may be sentenced to no 
less than one years imprison¬ 
ment f Article 132). 

■ Defamation. Innuendo 
and Affronts against Public 
Officials. 

The Penal Code defines def¬ 
amation as “the imputation of a 
specific fault to a person, in a 
sceptical or interrogative man¬ 
ner. in such a way as to detract 
from his honour and dignity or 
expose him to hatred and con¬ 
tempt. regardless of whether 
the said fault constitutes a pun¬ 
ishable offence" (Article 188). 
Innuendo is defined as an 
“attack on the dignity, honour 
or standing of another person, 
in a sceptical or interrogative 
manner, without specifying a 
particular fault" (article 189). 
An affront is “any contemptu¬ 
ous insinuation or invective, 
other than defamation and 
innuendo, which is directed 
against the victim by word of 
mouth in his presence, by way 
of abuse, in writing or graphic 
form that is not made public, in 


Turning Aqaba into a free zone could 
prove an expensive task, experts argue 


Continued from page 1 

the agreement repayment was 
delayed to June 2000. 

Lately, the United States 
had disclosed that it plans to 
offer loans to Jordan worth 
$100 million, however no fur¬ 
ther details were available on 
the utilization of these loans. 

Since the last Amman Eco¬ 
nomic Summit (MENA), Jor¬ 
danians have been anticipat¬ 
ing concrete steps to cany out 
some of the big infrastructural 
projects that were discussed. 
Bui until last week none of 


the projects was 
implemented. 

The head of the Aqaba 
municipality. Dr Riyadh Al 
Hilu described the decision to 
transform Aqaba into a free 
zone as positive. However, he 
added that this puts us in real 
competition with neighboring 
countries in the fields of 
transport, tourism and invest¬ 
ments. “We should be strong 
and qualified enough to face 
such a competition,” he said. 

He added that to develop 
Aqaba along the lines of the 
free zones of Port Said in 
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Egypt and Jebel Ali in Dubai 
requires careful and serious 
planning, bearing in mind the 
various economic, geographic 
and demographic aspects. 
“This means that a sound 
infrastructure should be there 
and investors have to be pro¬ 
vided with all facilities and 
incentives .to choose Aqaba as 
a center for their business and 
trade.” Al Hiiu said. 

The transformation of 
Aqaba into a free zone is an 
ambitious project that will 
certainly encourage industrial 
exports, create employment 
opportunities, reduce pressure 
on the balance of payment, 
help transfer advanced tech¬ 
nology. and revive the 
national economy. The pro¬ 
ject should boost the tourism 
sector, attract foreign invest¬ 
ments and facilitate regional 
cooperation in various fields 
of development. 

However, financing this 
huge project remains the 
problem. ■ 


Military prosecutor charges 
Dakamseh with 
premeditated murder 


Continued from page 1 

he allegedly threatened them 
with his gun and proceeded to 
shoot at the girls until his gun 
jammed and his colleagues 
were able to control him. He 
was taken to a control rower 
but while members of the unit 
were busy evacuating the vic¬ 
tims he managed to escape 
and commandeered a military 
vehicle and headed for the 
attack site and tried to run 
down on Israeli man who was 
injured in his leg. He was 
finally restrained. 

Now that the indictment 
sheet has been presented, a 
trial date will be set. expected 
to take place as soon as next 
week. If convicted Dakamseh 
faces the death penalty. His 
lawyer Ahmad Najdawi has 
asked Arab lawyers to join 
him in the defense of his 
client. The defense will insist 
that this was not premeditated 


and will try to prove that 
Dakamseh had not planned 
the attack but was probably 
provoked by his victims and 
acted at the spur of the 
momenL ■ 


a telegraphic or telephone com¬ 
munication or by callous treat¬ 
ment.” (Article 190). 

Public officials are entitled 
to enhanced protection under 
the Code. Defamation is “pun¬ 
ishable by imprisonment for a 
term of three months to two 
years if it is directed against 
the National Assembly (Parlia¬ 
ment) or its members in die 
course of tbeir work, or if it is 
directed against an official 
body, a court of law, a public 
institution, the army or any 
public servant in the discharge 
of his functions or as a result of 
action taken by virtue thereof' 
(Article 19). Innuendo is ‘'pun¬ 
ishable by imprisonment for a 
terra of one to six months or a 
fine of JD 10-50 if it is directed 
against any of the bodies or 
persons mentioned in Article 
191” (Article 193). Affront is 
“punishable by imprisonment, 
for a term of two weeks to six 
months and/or a fine of JD 5- 
30 if it is directed against a 
public servant in tbe discharge 
of his functions or as a result of 
action taken in his official 
capacity. 

If the public servant is a per¬ 
son “vested with public author¬ 
ity,” the penaity is enhanced 
and the perpetrator may be 
imprisoned for up to one year 
(Article 196). 

The Law on State Secrets 
and Classified Documents 

The Law on State Secrets 
and Classified Documents pro¬ 
hibits civil servants from mak¬ 
ing public any classified infor¬ 
mation under four catego ri es: 
“ordinary.” “restricted,” 
“secret” and “top secret,”! 


Charges of selling land 
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From the earliest days of 
Zionism, when Jews and Arabs 
began their contest for the lands 
of Palestine, both sides infused 
private ownership of land with 
geligious resonance and implica¬ 
tions of national sovereignty. 
Zionist purchases were known 
as "redeeming the land” and 
"there was a consensus that land, 
once bought, should not pass 
from Jewish to Arab hands.” 
said Anita Shapira. professor of 
Zionism at Tel Aviv University. 

Better organized and 
financed, ultimately triumphant 
in founding their state, the Zion¬ 
ists devised formal and informal 
mechanisms to prevent Arabs 
from acquiring Jewish land that 
persist today. 

Palestinians, the weaker party, 
turned to violence. A 1994 study 
of Palestinian slayings of collab¬ 
orators with Israel by the human 
rights group B’tselem found that 
land dealers were thought to be 
“the worst type." “heretics and 
religious rebels.” 

The return of the issue in Pal¬ 
estinian debate began with the 
groundbreaking in March for a 
new Jewish neighborhood in 
East Jerusalem on land bought 
years ago from Arabs by Jews. 
Another factor was a series of 
covert land deals by extremist 
Jewish groups, culminating in 
the expansion this month of the 
Merkaz Harav yeshiva—a mes¬ 
sianic bulwark of the settler 


movement whose patron advo¬ 
cates expulsion of Arabs from 
the West Bank—on East Jerusa¬ 
lem's Mount of Olives. 

The Palestinian cabinet, meet¬ 
ing May 2, directed * judicial and 
security circles” to bait such land 
sales. Three days later. Justice 
Minister Freih Abu Medein said 
the self-rule authority would put 
"anyone who sells even a centi¬ 
meter on swift trial and ... seek 
the death penalty against them.” 
He spoke approvingly of occa¬ 
sions in the intifada when “peo¬ 
ple who sold land to Israelis 
were shot as traitors.” 

That is approximately what 
appeared to happen next. Farid 
Bashiti, 70, an East Jerusalem 
land dealer widely reputed to be 
a broker for Jewish land pur¬ 
chases from Arabs, was found 
bludgeoned to death on May 9 in 
Palestinian-ruled Ramailah, his 
hands bound behind him. Israeli 
police alleged he was luted there 
by a young woman working for 
the Palestinian Authority and 
killed by Palestinian police law¬ 
yer Nasser Anani, both of whom 
are in Israeli custody with their 
cases under seal, a common 
Israeli practice. 

After BashitTs body was 
found. Abu Medein continued to 
make what Human Rights 
Watch/Middle East, in a letter to 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
described as “outrageous state¬ 
ments” that appeared to condone 
“outright murder” of land 
dealers. 



The Management and Staff of 

Jordan Petroleum Meorsr/ 

& 

Extend their heartfelt congratulations to 
His Majesty 




JORDAN PHOSPHATE 
MINES CO. LTD 


INVITATION 

for 

Pre-qualification of Vendors for 
Corporate Planning and Computerization Project 
Tender No. 23F/97 

Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. Ltd. (JPMC) invites local 
and/or International companies specialized in the com¬ 
puter industry to apply for Pre-qualification to imple¬ 
ment the Corporate Planning and Computerization 
Project at JPMC Head Quarters and all other Sites. 
Application for Pre-qualification will be considered 
only for specialized computer companies, which are 
suitably qualified for this type of work and with high 
knowledge in Management Information System 
(MAS.). 

Tbe Pre-qualification document submitted shall in¬ 
clude details of experience and past performances on 
similar projects, the capability of tbe vendor and with 
respect to personnel and financial position. 

Application for Pre-qualification will be issued against 
non-re fundable payment of JD300 and will be availa¬ 
ble at JPMC Head Quarters / Supply Department 
The closing date for purchasing the Pre-qualification 
document is 12:00 HRS local time Thursday the 5th of 
June 1997. 

A presentation will be conducted at JPMC Head Quar¬ 
ters in Amman at 10:00 HRS Local Time Monday the 
9th of June 1997, to answer all queries regarding the 
Pre-qualification document 
Tbe closing date for submission of applications is 
12:00 HRS Local time Thursday 26th of June 1997. 

Sameh Madam 
Managing Director 


JORDANIAN JOURNALISTS have rejected the ne«Lpress 

and publication law passed ALSonS 

eartierthis week. Tbe council of the Press Asw^onm* 
submitted its resignation, but later suspended It. to protest , 
and the heads of other professional unions 
ened to resign en masse by Saanday jf tbe government does- 
not withdraw its controversial law. the 

Opposition parties Have also come out w 

anStoous introduced by the govonmaK othe I9« law, 
Which until last week, was seen as the most liberal 
in the Arab world and an indication of Jordan s Vibrant dem - 
ocratic process introduced in the early 1990s. v 
Apart from the numerous flaws in tbe. new law, . whu * Jj® 
seen as a major setback to freedom Of express i o n in 
tbe manner with which the government had passed tire ; 
without consulting the Press Association or Ure deputies,- . 
reflects a drastic retreat by the government from tbe oemo- - 

Such a process enshrines the basic fundamentals of fret- ; 
dom of expresrion as a constitutional right for every Joraa-. 
man, pluralism and the separation of powers. _ 

Such a change in government mentality is sending me 
wrong signal to Jordanians and to the world. 

The press has come under fire in recent'weeks for its treat-. 
men* of many issues; from national unity to peace wifo 
Israel, and from the economic woes of the country to official; 
corruption. In addition to this some newspapers, .especially : 
among the Arabic weeklies, have been accused, justly oo 
many occasions, for their irresponsible,, sensational and non-., 
credible coverage of public issues. It is no secret that the- 
mafn casualt y of the new law will be the-weekly press. Most 
may have their licences revoked. • 

While (he government may have a case against the way 
some tabloids have abused their freedom under the 1993 law,;; 
the government’s choice of remedy is unjustfied and will do 
more harm rhan good to press freedom and to the image of 

Jordan as a beacon of democracy in this region.. 

The new law has condemned all Jordanian journalists—the 
maj ority of whom are bound by the ethics and principles of 
their profession. It has dealt a blow to all members of the ■ 
profession regardless of their credibility and intentions. It has 
confiscated their right to report freely and responsibly on: 
government—a most sacred tenet in any thriving and healthy, 
democracy. , 

This paper is among Jordan's oldest weeklies. Being a 
weekly newspaper it now finds itself threatened by the new 
law, which requires us to re-register itself as JD 300,000 
establishment. We were never considered, nor do we con: 
rider ourselves, as a sensational and irresponsible newspaper 
that has abused its freedom. And yet tbe new law has passed- 
a heavy sentence on us. 

There is much more a stake here than closing down a few; 
rougue weeklies. Silencing die weeklies, TheStar included; 
will not serve democracy, nor . will it advance and protect 
freedom of the press in Jordan. 

We have always believed In responsible dialogue and in 
the sanctity of our constitution and laws. Both are-now being 
undermined by arbitrary legislation and poiliticarmyopia. ■ 


Abu Medein said to “expect 
the unexpected” because 
“nobody from this moment will 
accept any traitor who sells his 
land to Israelis.” 

At that day’s Friday prayers 
an Haram Sharif the Palestinian- 
appointed mufti of Jerusalem, 
Bcrirna Sabri, announced to wor¬ 
shipers that “there is a Jew with 
a Muslim birth certificate who 
sells land. He is dead. He must 
not be prayed for or buried in a 
Muslim cemetery.” 

More than a week later, after 
being rebuffed by every Muslim 
graveyard they tried, BashitTs 
survivors buried him in a secret 
plot—after staging a false inter¬ 
ment in Neve Mousa. between 
Jerusalem and Jericho, in case 
anyone was inclined to desecrate 
his grave. 

“No one knows where he is 
buried.” Mohammed Bashiti. the 
dead man’s son. said Monday. ‘1 
want my lather to rest in peace.” 

Here in Em Yabroud, a Ramal- 
lah suburb 12 miles north of Jeru¬ 
salem. Abu Sarah, die more. 
recent casualty, was buried with 
Koranic verse in a village grave¬ 
yard packed with neighbors and 
friends. That was a strong indica¬ 
tion of disbelief in allegations 
raised in the newspaper al- 
Ayyam that the dead man had 
been suspected of “selling lands 
to Israelis.” 

‘There isn’t any evidence,” 
said Sheikh Munir Nabturi. who 
heads the Ein Yabroud mosque 
and presided over the funeral. ‘It 
is very possible that this man was 
falsely accused.” On the other 
hand, Nablusi said, “if they find 
he really was guilty of selling 
land, whoever killed him will not 
be found because he will (non 
out to) be from the AuthcrritV-TI 


Journalists 

united 

Coatiuuedfirom page l . 

Sharif said the general assembly 
of the JPA will be called for an 
extraordinary meeting on 6 June 
to discuss the new law which' 
was passed without prior consul¬ 
tation with his association. He 
also said the JPA has managed 
to convince presidents of other 
professional unions to suspend 
their decision to resign on Satur¬ 
day if the government does not 
withdraw the new law. 

JPA has now opted to estab¬ 
lish a quiet dialogue with tbe 
government rather that resort to 
extreme measures. It hopes to . 
convince die. government to . 
review some of the amended 
articles which journalists find 
undemocratic and threatening to 
press freedom. JPA will also file 
a legal suit against the new law 
at the Higher Court of Justice. 

JPA’s derision to open dia¬ 
logue came, one day after, a 
peaceful sit-in in front of the 
Prime Ministry ended in vio¬ 
lence with riot police using force 
to ri&petse some 60 Jordanian 
journalists. At least four were. .. 
injured and 10 were arrested. - 
They were fater released. 

The government announced. 
Tuesday that it had no intention 
to withdraw the law. Minister of 
State for Information Affairs Dr 
Samir Mutiawa said only an 
elected parliament can approve 
or reject the law. He said no spe¬ 
cial session of parliament will ber 
called before the November 
elections.! 
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Computer & IT 
companies !: 

Welcome to The 
Star's Workstation, 
the absolute source 
on what’s hot and 
what's not in 
Jordan’s IT market. 
Fax us on 648298 or 
email us at 
StarSNETS.com.Jo 
with your news and 
views. 


The new system for Top Level Domains 

Restructuring the Internet 


By Jawi&Abbassi 

Special to Tw^Star 

WE IN Jordan are familiar with 
restructuring. After- all the 
country's economy 'has been 
implementing a structural 
adjustment program set by the 
IMF tor more than 8 
years now. As it 
appears, restructur¬ 
ing is not just con¬ 
fined io the fields of 
economy and com¬ 
merce. but can 
extend to other sec¬ 
tors and areas. 

The Internet, or 
rather the way its 
domains are regis¬ 
tered. is set to be 
restructured as a 
successful thrcc-duy 
meeting in 

Geneva—hosted b> 
the International 
Telecommunication 
Union and attended 

by major players on 
lhe internet scene—was con¬ 
cluded with the signing of a 
historic Memorandum of 
Understanding. . . 

The memorandum will intro-, 
ducc competition into the 
lucrative market fur? rcgiKra- 
tion of generic Internet - top 
level domains by adopting the 
new system developed hy the 
International Ad Hoc Commit¬ 
tee—whose job was. to study 
the current domain registration 
system—a few months ago. 
Prior to the memo and the new 
explicit pledge to implement it. 
the domain structure of the 
Internet revolved around the 
three generic top level dbmairts 
of “.atm", ".ora" arid ".net". 
Registration under! these 
generic top level domains was 
exclusively handled b$ the US- 


-bised Network Solutions Inc. 
(NBI) through its division, the 
SfcrNIC. MSI has an exclusive 
agreement with the US 
National Science Foundation— 
the body that had conducted 
most of the work in setting the 
Internet's Standards—th3t 





expires in March 1998. hi addi¬ 
tion, to the generic Top Level 
Domains, by far the most uti¬ 
lized. the Internet has four 
restricted domains of “.mil" 
tfor the US Military), “gov” 
(for lire US government), 

cuu“ (for US Educational 
I institutions) and "Jnt" (for 
i treaty organizations) in addi¬ 
tion to the nationally-based top 
'level domains which follow the 
ISO country codes (from af 
for Afghanistan to *\zw” for 
Zimtabwe). 

The memorandum, specifi¬ 
cally ramed “gLTD-MoU”. set 
up a self-governing structure 
and eaahlished policies and 
procedures for responsible 
adfcinitration of the Internet 
domairname space. According 


Theories abound 
over Cantona’s 
suddeh^exit 


PREDICTABLY. THE enigma 
of Eric Cantona hung heavily 
around Old Tnifford Monday 
even in the absence of the 
departed icon. As supporters 
laid (lowers and scarves at the 
ground, in a surreal, funereal 
commemoration of his passing, 
conspiracy theories 
abounded about his 
underlying 
motives in 

announcing y 

Inna himself ‘‘ 

might say. the 
truth has many 

Taces. Tlterc were suggestions 
that till was not as it seemed 
when Manchester United 
revealed the news to the world : 
on Sunday. Already, the French/ 
media has been gripped by sug¬ 
gestions that their countryman 
was forced out of England 
because i»f a mw over axtew 
contract. There vcrc also /hints 
that the retired 1 c -wmd has not. 
in Tact, pur awaj his foots for 
the final time. 


In France,' there is ii^ligna- 
tion about Cantona's departure 
from Ob.. Tnifford. Le Soir has 
reported .a suggestion by Jean 
Jacques Bertrand, the player’s 
! lawyer, / that a 
. refusal/ by the 
'ft ■’j-A chib’s board to 
ggr eattend the 

remaining year 
i,m. V - ' of «’ Cantona’s 
contract led to 
the 'decision to 
retire. The argument. 
■ also lent credence by sonic 
Uhucd supporters, goes that the 
dfecwion was a,’ financial one 
ih5pired , ’tiy the pic that runs 
< Manchester United 
I !t : is u suggestion that is 
irefuted adamantly by Martin 
/ EdWards, the United chainnan 
r and' chief executive, who has 
gftfivh weary of the allegations 
aimed constantly at the public 
corppariv. *J1 really feel I 
shouldn't'get involved in any 
argument. "because there is 
nothing for (me to defend.” he 
said, “but this kind of thing is 
absolute nonsense. Tlterc has 
been no row over contract dis¬ 


cussions, because we have not 
had any talks with Eric at all.” 

If Cantona, who is 31 this 
week, was not forced to leave 
Old Trafford because of a lack 
of appreciation of his talents, 
then there is an alternative the¬ 
ory that suggests he has retired 
with the long-term aim of resur¬ 
facing elsewhere. The France 
international retired once 
before, when he left Nimes. but 
returned to football when he 
joined Leeds United in 1991. 

Bernard Ferrer, bis brother- 
in-law, is a midfield player with 
Marseilles. Cantona’s home¬ 
town club and the team with 
which many people felt he 
would one day have ended his 
career. “Six years in England 
have drained Eric and I think 
he was weary of that," Ferrer 
said, “but I think he still wants 
to play football. He needs a 
rest, but he could return after 
that.” 

Cantona was approached by 
Marseilles last wok, when it 
was suggested that there could 
be a place for him should he 
decide to leave Manchester 


A round-up of Arabic Macintosh applications, in dll categories: 

Arabic Macintosh applications 
deliver user needs 


to the “gLTD-MoU”, there will 
be seven new generic top level 
domains in order to cope with 
the great and growing demand 
for Internet addresses. These 
seven new TLDs are “.firm” 
(for business), “store’* (for 
shops), “.web" (for WWW 
related organiza¬ 
tions). “jec” (for 
recreation compa¬ 
nies), “.info” (for 
information ser¬ 
vices) and “.nom” 
(for individual web 
sites). More impor¬ 
tantly, the NSrs 
registration monop¬ 
oly will end and an 
initial number of 28 
new registrars will 
be setup around the 
world (four from 
each in seven world 
regions) and the 
door will be open 
for new registrars as 
the need arises. 

These mil com¬ 
pete on a global 
basis and users will be able to 
shop around for the best prices 
and terms and be able to 
change the registrar while 
retaining the same domain 
name which ensures global 
portability. This change, which 
ends the “US-centric” registra¬ 
tion of the NSI—is seen as 
heeding the imperatives of the 
"globalization” of the Internet; 
while it remains a US domi¬ 
nated network the Internet 
hosts outside of the US are 
increasing at the annual rate of 
more ifian 50 percent. And 
mare-than 38 percent of the 
Internet hosts—which exceed 
the 9 million mark in 1995— 
use international top level 
domains. 

More than 57 entities have 


MACINTOSH USERS in the 
Arab World have long com¬ 
plained of the relatively small 
collection of Arabic software 
available for their favorite 
computer. 

However. let Lhe truth be 
told, there are leading Arabic 
applications in practically every 
field of use. 

I .ending software publishers 
worldwide, such as Microsoft 
Adobe and Claris do supply die 
necessary productivity applica¬ 
tions for the Macintosh. 

Adding to those the reason¬ 
able number of Arabic Mac 
applications produced by Arab 
software developers, it seems 
that most Macintosh user needs 
are covered. 

An interesting round-up of 
all Arabic Macintosh applica¬ 
tions available, published by 
BYTE Middle East magazine at 
the end of 1996, brings together 
all the categories of software. 

For the benefit of The Star 


readers, many of whom are 

Macintosh users, here is a list 

of these applications: 

XV o reprocessing: 

• Win text from WinSoft 

• Alef from Zeine Technologi¬ 
cal Applications 

• Misses from MegaMind 

• World Write & Simple Text 
from Apple 

Desktop Publishing 

• Af Nasher A1 Sahafi from 
Diwan 

• Page Maker Middle East 
from Adobe (Arabized by 
WinSoft) 

• Arabic XT from Layout Ltd 
(Arabization of QuarkXPress) 

• Oryx from Lino-type Hill 

Database applications: 

• 4D Fjtsi from AO 

• FileMaker Pro from Claris 

Graphics: 

• Adobe Photoshop from 
Adobe (Arabized by 
WinSoft) 


News upd 


HP Introduces Mmx 
Versions Of Pavilion Range 

• Hewlett-Packard have 
announced that its Pavilion 
range of Pentium PCs includes 
200MHz processors that utilize 
MMX technology. 

Pentium MMX processors 
perform much better than stan¬ 
dard Pentium processors, espe¬ 
cially in handling multimedia 
functions like foU-motion 


already signed the “gLTD- 
MolT and this is seen by many 
as a historic step towards a sit¬ 
uation of effective “Internet 
self governing. More details on 
the “gLTD-MoU” and what it 
means for the Internet will be 
covered in the second part of 
this article. 

While the economic structu¬ 
ral adjustment programs of the 
IMF arc not very popular and 
are audibly challenged by 
many as ineffective, it seems 
that the restructuring of the 
Internet will only be met with 
approval and consenting 
applause.! 

Part II of the article will 
Tallow next week. 
Email: Abhassj@nets.comjo 


video and advanced sound. 
Users can feel the difference in 
most graphical applications and 
even on the Internet. 

To demonstrate the effect, 
Hewlett-Packard have included 
MMX-optimized applications 
bundled with the HP Pavilion. 
These include Easy Photo from 
Storm Technology and Adobe 
PhotoDeluxe. For more infor¬ 
mation. contact Scientific & 
Medical Supplies Co. (SMS) 
on telephone 624907. 

. Get Arabic Microsoft 
Office 97, for less 

• Microsoft Middle East is 
introducing an attractive offer 
to users across the region. 


I Adobe Illustrator from 

Adobe (Arabized by 

WinSoft) 

I Kalemat from Layout Ltd. 
Accounting; 

► AI Motaroem from 
Microtech 

t Delta'Mac from Delta Software 

I Al Mohaseb Al Mitbali from 
Ideal Soft 

Dictionaries: 

i Abjad Hawaz from 

InfoArab 

► Kalemat from InfoArab 

Educational Software: 

► Engineering Notebook from 
MegaMind 

t School Management System 
from Jeraisy Tech 

I Course BuQder from Pac 

I Mac School ■ 

Internet software: 

I CyberDog from Apple 
Productivity software: 

1 Time Management Tools 
from IdealSoft 

»Power Agenda from Apple 


Users who purchase copies 
of Arabic Microsoft Office 95 
now, will be eligible for receiv¬ 
ing a rebate of S225 (or $205 
for the standard version) when 
upgrading to Microsoft Office 
97. In other words, the upgrade 
path for these users, when 
Microsoft Office 97 is Arab¬ 
ized, will be cheaper. The Am-. 
bic version of Microsoft Office 
95 is still the only suite of Ara¬ 
bic 32-bit applications, so it 
makes sense to purchase the 
package if you are a serious 
Windows 95 user. 

After all, what’s the point of 
all Windows 95. new features if 
you don't run optimized 
applications. 


TECHMEDIA HAVE;atnk*b^^» 
16 speetf CD-ROM drifc: 

16X Max, this' drive 

mum of 2,400 KiioByte perSwq^Ti N 

darn Transfer race.- * 

patiblc wafo all 

standards. This is ^ 

multimedia fanatics, still 
spoed CD-ROM drives^ oc 
drives. Techmetfa'a chum to bqjnefiatiblp 
!6 speed CD-ROM. £br£to^lfie£&& 
wbo arc announcing it aggi33r»&§2fj$£ 
Techmecfia C&«okl6)^'AWl 

Bhpwfioesw.* • 
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I fSl T E R F A C = 

&Y ZEID NASSER 

Will we ever experience this?: 

Buy a PC ‘off the page’ 

IF YOU arc a frequent reader of American and Burog»n 
rom£ter nmgaS. then you wifl have iwwj ***£ 
number of computer brands whopicd. rrt | w your 
tike “call us now and have your K tteU'J 

doorstep." These arc offers made by some o1 the kinoar ««n 
outer firms such as Gutcway 2000. Dell and Micron 

Ifnot hundreds—of others. . ‘Direct 

Owing to this sales strategy, they have been cj 
S ales* companies; and their successhes inexactly 
Because these companies sell their P G> direct the 
page of a magazine, to the consumer and 
dte-men wMchare retail shops, distributors and di-™* 

SSylo^roL Take out the profit margin ol com¬ 
puter shop or distributor, and go directly to the 
and you are probably going to receive up to 20 pe* “ 

priefog. Of course, it doesn't neosrarily have ^ 
rase of a magazine. You can call them up after receiving a 
brochure by mail, or seeing a billboard advertisement in the 
sum. The point is that these manufacturers reach *»ut to you. 
the consumer, directly, and take utmost care m providing 
quality service and prompt delivery. 

So why isn’t this technique applied in the Middle tost. 
Well for one thine, we don’t have manufacturers based tn the 
countries of the region. In other words, every compute r t hat 
enters the country has been already ordered Hy a distnbuior 

or retailer. , 

Attempts to break away from this tight situation nave neon 
made by companies like Acer and AST \vhi> opened manufac¬ 
turing facilities in Dubai's Jcbel All Free 7!one. There, these 
manufacturers receive the 'raw* components ol their comput¬ 
ers and assemble them in the United Arab Emirates forwport 
into regional markets. By doing so. they evcreisc much better 
control on the pricing structure. However, these etTorts 
haven't provided massive price decreases, only moderate 
ones which can be rivalled by cheap, unknown brands. 

But getting back to the ’direct soles’ channel, there is more 
to it than just price. It doesn’t even have to be 'direct from 
the manufacturer. Computer warehouses and inatl-ordcr 
stores are also a good idea, even if they arc middlemen, 
because they still have very low costs and can give you great 
deals, ft also offers comfort of ordering and receiving your 
order, delivered to your home, office or wherever else you 
want. Sometimes delivery is by maiL if items are simple like 
software packages or regular 'peripherals (modems.' sound 
cards, ...etc). However, when it comes to personal computer 
systems, you get special delivery. 

A Middle Eastern company is trying to pioneer the idea of 
this Wirtual/mail order store'. Direct Access, based in Dubai, 
provides a long list of computer products for buyers. These 
are compiled in an attractive brochure that is mailed direct to 
customers all over the Middle East, including people in Jor¬ 
dan. Browsing through the Direct Access catalogue you will 
see all the hardware and software you may need, whether for 
IBM PC or Macintosh. Prices are similar to those you get 
locally, but there is something special about being able to 
order items not available in Jordan at all. Actually. I haven’t 
received Direct Access for a while. I wonder if that is a sign 
of a slowdown in their business. For the sake of the Middle 
Eastern computer customer, 1 hope that efforts like Direct 
Access are sustained or re-emerge. 

It is actually a very good ideq to start a ’one-stop' shop for 
computer products in Jordan, which isn't really a shop, but 
more of a direct delivery service. Jordanian computer buyers 
arc changing. They arc ho longer the sophisticated, computer 
experts. The mainstream wishes to shop easily, and effec¬ 
tively for computers und rriaied items:-Mayfo-it is lime 
somebody answered the call ■ 





Jordan’s still the 
true MVP 


Cantona 

United, but yesterday a club 
official said that there were no 
plans to bring therr former 
player back. 

There was, however, another 
hint that Cantona's playing days 
arc not over. He has a contract 
with Nike, the American 
sportswear firm, and it sug- 


Butt says tfeere’s life at United after Cantona 


LONDON—Nicky Butt safd Tuesday* 
that Manchester United's young'team 
had no reason to fear the future 
despite the sudden retirement of Eric 
Cantona, the club's Inspirational 
captain. 

United’s 22-year-old midfielder, one 
of several yo'nng stars in United’s 
squad, admitted he was “shocked** 
when be heard the news that Cantona 
had quit. 

“I was driving home on Sunday 
when it came on the car radio—I 
couldn’t believe ft,” said Butt, 

“All through his time with United 
he’s shocked us; shocked us with tus 
football and his skill. "Now he's 
shocked ns with his departure.” 

But Butt, hoping to win a place io 
the England team against South 
Africa on Saturday, insists the Pre¬ 
miership champions will go from 
strength to strength without the mer¬ 
curial Frenchman. 

“Eric has been an inspirational fig- 

are, somebody we all looked up tn and 


admired,” said BntL 
“He was always so confident in ids 
ability and made us believe in our own 
ability. He’s been a great player anda 
great friend and of coarse heTl- be 
sadly missed. 

“But you can go bade over' the 
years. The same thing was said about 
Bryan Robson and Mark Hughes. 
Sooner or later everybody is going to' 
go and new players will. come. ThaPs 
part and parcel of the game.” 

Some have already suggested that 
United post-Cantona wffl not be the 
same ride that has won four Premier-, 
ship titles and two FA. Cups whfle. 
Cantona graced tfieclhb- ? j 

Btitt disagrees^' insisting: “t tnOy- 
believe well go on winning things ' 
without him. 1- 

“We’re good enough and. we’re 
young enough. We’ve got a great 
squad. Most of ns have played in 
Europe for the past three season^aml. 
have got better aqd better for that. 

“If we do boy somebody to replace . 


Eric itn be a world-class player so 
we’ve nothing tot>e scared ot 

“People; have arid we’re too young 
bot wrre'aH 22 now: .We're not kids., 
any more —-people have played in-thfc 
Wdrtd Cup finalsat 22. . .. 

; “We’ve got to-pot that behind ns 
and put faith on our shoulders te,«e if 
we can carry on. We’re looking for- 
ward to proving a few people wrong. 

. Baft belfeves Cantona wiB be back' 
at Old Trafford soo»—but only as a- 
spectator. 

He added: ‘Tin sure , well see him 
again at Old Trafford. HeT? come and 
watch .us maybe and wen say $ome- 


' “Biot be didn't want to; let anybody 
know inf advance. He Wanted every¬ 
body to find oat at the. same time, and 
he was right. 

“fee fans have liked him just as 
much ins we have and F don’t see why 
he should *ve told us first that be was 
going to do what he’s done.. What be 
dkl wasadyfair-JW - - . 


gested yesterday that it would 
be standing by the player and 
intended to use him in the 
future. 

If the speculation over Can¬ 
tona’s departure reached intense 
proportions, then it was equally 
fierce over the identity of ibe 
man who is likely to replace the 
Frenchman. Manchester United 
have expressed a strong interest 
in Juninho and are likely to 
table a formal bid for the Bra¬ 
zilian this week. Already, they 
have mode strong overtures and 
have made contact with Mid¬ 
dlesbrough. his club, in order to 
obtain permission to speak to 
the player. 

Juninho flew to Brazil on 
Sunday for a holiday, but his 
father, Oswaido. remained at 
the family home on Teesside to 
conduct negotiations. Liver¬ 
pool. Arsenal and Newcastle 
United are among the English 
clubs vying For the player's sig¬ 
nature. but yesterday it became 
dear that Spain is still his 
favored destination. 

Oswaldo was in talks with 
officials from Atieuco Madrid, 
who flew to Middlesbrough 
yesterday to open negotiations 
with the club. Should Juninho 
be given permission to speak to 
the Spanish side, then his father 
will fly to Madrid on Friday to 
continue talks over a contract 
thought to be worth in the 
region of 40,000 pounds a 
week. ■ 


SPORTS AWARDS get more ridiculous every 
year. Yoo’ve got the Heisman Trophy, which 
always goes to some overhyped guy at some 
overhyped college. You’ve got baseball’s MVP 
award, which is now just an excuse for baseball 
writers to snub Albeit Belle. You've got all 
those coach-of-rhe-year awards that inevitably 
go to the clown who led his team to a third-place 
finish after a fourth-place finish the year before. 

And you have 
the NBA .Most 
Valuable Player 
award, which 
they decided to 
give to someone 
other than 
Michael Jordan. 

Understand, 

Michael Jordan 
is always the 
NBA’s Most 
Valuable" Player. 

Always. Nobody 
else is in the 
photograph. If 
Michael Jordan 
played for the 
Boston Celtics, 
they would be 
the best team in 
the NBA. If 
Michael Jordan 
played for the 
Kansas Jay- 
hawks, they 
would be the 
best team in the 
NBA. If ' . 

Michael Jordan J on *an 
played for Kan¬ 
sas Slate... OK. let’s not get carried away. 

Jordan Is the best offensive player, the best 
defensive player, the best competitor on the 
floor. He's the most gifted, most intelligent, 
most incredible player in the world. He’s the 
best to ever play this game, maybe the best to 
eyer play any game, end of discussion, end of 
story, exclamation point- 

The NBA bestowed its MVP award upon Karl 
Malone.. 

The league then declared Thomas Dewey the 
34th president of the United States.. 

Look, no offense to Kail Malone, who had a 
great year and has put together a Hall of Fame 
career, but this is like picking Tony Bennett over 
Frank Sinatra, like picking Jackie Chan over 
Bruce Lee. like picking Damon Wayans over 
Richard Pryor. One is fine. The other is legend. 

Obviously, people just felt Eke it was 
Malone's turn. This is a big thing io sports. Eve¬ 
rybody gets an award eventually, u-s like the 
sports version of the. Irving G. Thalberg'lifetime 
achievement award. In the 1990s. they have 
given the . MVP award to Charles Barkley. 
Hakeem Olajuwon. David Robinson asd now 
Malone. 

All of those guys are fine players. . 

None of those guys is nearly as good as 
Jordan. V 

Do we need to go over this again? It's amaz¬ 
ing. Jordan is the most byped athlete of our time. 


and he's still underrated. He does miracles ever 
night. It's like people forget. Nobody in spot! 
wins like Jordan. His Bulls won 72 games a ye: 
ago, 69 this year. In his last four foil seasons, th 
Bulls have won championships. No team ha 
even forced a game seven against Jordan's Bull 
since 1992. 

Nobody scores like Jordan. Take away th 
two seasons either ruined or diminished -by Uu 

baseball ■: side 
show, and ft 
has led th 
league in scoi 
ing every yea 
since he was 2 
years old.. Hi 
averages man 
points per garni 
than anybody 
ever. In iht 
playoffs, •• Ik 
scores more. 
Nobody 

defends like Jor¬ 
dan. He’s sec¬ 
ond in NBA his¬ 
tory in steals pet 
game. behind 
Alvin Robert¬ 
son, and he 
blocks . more 
shots than any 
guard who ever 
played. He has 
been _ on ' eigM 
NBA . All-j 
Defensive *’ \ 
teams. More 
than aU of that,j 

shuts people down. Nobody in the I^BA wants, 
Jordan covering them. ! 

™5?o? esn,t evei Y bod y already know ail thiri 
^ r ^ IS . career has been on prime-time televi-i 
a bigh-flying scorer as a kid} 

ESShS 5s.t?" round player ° r his time before 
baseball stole him away. Now he’s just a winner! 

"cubing else - 3 guy who hits breathtaking, fadea? 

mtd shuts down opponents am 
^ h,steam M hanlas necessary 

rvSS?L else is more v ®lwblc. Nobody cat 
valuabic - Hey. Karl MoM 
fufrISi £*** f,ne re bo under, wooden 

. hut wou,d you want him o 
ffy . l b e last shot? Would you wad 

defendine ih*‘ d you wanl him °* 

tl ^ olhcr team’s hest otiv? PlamH 

himor -1 

dan will he rer^nT ^ 1 ma Uer much. .Joj 

su-5 S?® >S a's™ 

Sp 














